Christian History Week Seven
1294-1517
· Franciscans—The poor monks—Celestine became pope in 1294 and resigned 5 months later—Not used to the politics
· Boniface VIII replaced Celestine
· A ruthless politician
· Believe the pope should rule Western society
· In 1302, he wrote a Bull, One Holy Church, claimed he possessed power over all European kings
· Was kidnapped by the King of France and executed
· Successor was forced to flee Rome and was fed poisoned dates within a month. 
· The popes set up business in Avignon.
· For the next 72 years
· Bishops sold leadership positions
· Friars sold indulgences
· Celibate priests became a pious memory
· The Babylonian Captivity
· The church’s dignity was imprisoned in Avignon
· King Edward III claimed the French throne
· Which started the Hundred Year’s War—which lasted 116 years
· “Ring around the rosie, pockets full of posies. Achoo! Achoo. We all fall down.”
· The Black Death rules Europe starting in 1347
· Dark spots swelled between the legs and under the arms, oozed black blood and putrid puss
· (I didn’t even enjoy writing that)
· Flushed circles (rings) formed on their cheeks and they sneezed as they died.
· 88% of the population of Constantinople died
· 800 died daily in Paris
· The different reactions
· Unbridled parties
· Penance parades
· Massacred Jewish communities
· People flogged themselves in the city squares
· The result
· Between 1347-1350, 23,840,012 people died, about 1/3 of Europe
· Didn’t stop the Hundred Years War. 
· The first germ warfare (according to the History Channel)
· Corruption reigned in the churches
· Catherine of Sienna 
· Joined the Dominicans at age 16
· After 2 years of prayer & fasting, she had a vision to help the poor
· She surrounded herself with scholars to avoid doctrinal errors
· In 1370, Catherine had another vision for the pope to return to Rome from Avignon
· Throughout Europe, she preached against the “stench of sin in Avignon”
· In 1377, Pope Gregory returned to Rome
· The next problem
· When Gregory died, most cardinal bishops wanted a French pope
· Outside the Vatican, the crowds chanted “Roman Roman, We want a Roman pope”
· To distract the crowds, the cardinals dressed a Roman in the pope’s clothes
· It didn’t work and the chant became “Death to the cardinals”
· Finally they elected pope Urban VI, an Italian, but not Roman
· Urban didn’t support the pro-French cardinals, the cardinals withdrew their decision and elected a Frenchman in Avignon
· Pope Urban refused to be deposed so now they had 2 popes
· An Italian Pisa Party
· The council of Pisa in 1409 said: “The Churches oneness does not depend on or come from the pope’s oneness”
· Basically, the church council can make decisions binding on all churches
· The Council rejected both current popes and elected another and now there are 3 popes
· Each pope excommunicated the other pope’s followers
· People throughout Europe were unsure where the church was
· John Wycliffe, a philosophy professor at Oxford University in England
· Said only the true church could understand the Scriptures
· Defined the church as every person called by God to faith in Jesus Christ
· How could someone know? James 2:18
· Every church member should strive to understand the Bible
· Church leaders called him a heretic. Bohemian bishops banned his teachings
· Jan Hus—A Bohemian, Preached on Wycliffe’s teachings
· Was banned from preaching in 1407, imprisoned in 1415 and burned at the stake
· The Council of Constance
· Hus was to defend himself at this council, but taken prisoner by cardinals
· The cardinals imprisoned the pope elected by the Council of Pisa, deposed the pope in Rome and retired the pope in Avignon and elected Martin V.
· When the church came to a fork in the road, they took it (Yogism)
· Church leaders lost touch with the people’s needs
· Argued about angels on pinheads
· Theologians wrote about God’s power
· The Common Life Movement
· Denounced corruption among priests & bishops without attacking the church
· Blended profound scholarship with mystical devotion to Christ
· Their focus on personal devotion to Christ was known as Devotio Moderna—Modern Devotion
· A famous member was Thomas A` Kempis who wrote The Imitation of Christ, still used today
· Mysticism
· Joan of Arc—in 1425, had a vision from Michael and 2 saints
· Commander her to throw the English out of France
· In 1428, she lead a successful attack against the English and the French king forced her to continue
· Joan was captured by the English in 1430 and an embarrassed king would not ransom her
· The problem become both sides had was that they claimed that Christ was on their side
· At age 19, Joan was executed
· In 1435, Constantinople was captured by the Muslims and hundreds of Eastern scholars flew to the West
· They carried ancient Greek manuscripts, 
· For centuries, the church in the west ignored these
· The renewed interest in ancient Greek rhetoric, art and writings caused rebirth—Renaissance (page 77)                                                                                                                                       
