HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
January 17, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“We do not see our signs;
there is no longer any prophet,
and there is none among us who
knows how long.”— Psalm 74:9 (ESV)

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our
God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and
proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our
community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices
unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with
standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to
God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we
are all called to be active and engaged, responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and
indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and
blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all
who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the
table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not participate. However, please come
and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be baptized or participate in the Holy
Supper.

Sermon Theme: After Darkness Light. The famous slogan of the reformation sums up our text
today from 1 Samuel 3:1-4:1. For God who had hidden himself from Israel was raising up a
faithful prophet in Samuel who would bring the Word of the Lord to Israel. How does God
reveal himself to a land in Darkness? By calling a prophet and by giving the prophet his
Word.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of
Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“It is true that Jehovah had promised His people, that He would send prophets, who should
make known His will and purpose at all times (Deut. 18:15ff.; cf. Num. 23:23); but as a
revelation from God presupposed susceptibility on the part of men, the unbelief and
disobedience of the people might restrain the fulfilment of this and all similar promises, and
God might even withdraw His word to punish the idolatrous nation.”
—Carl Keil, Commentary on the Old Testament
PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP*
Adapted from Psalm 18:2-3; 25-28
[Leader]: The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I
take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
[Congregation]: I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved
from my enemies.
[Leader]: With the merciful you show yourself merciful; with the blameless man you show
yourself blameless;
[Congregation]: with the purified you show yourself pure; and with the crooked
you make yourself seem tortuous.
[leader]: For you save a humble people, but the haughty eyes you bring down.
[Together]: For it is you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 55

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Ezekiel 3:7 (ESV)
7 But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen
to me: because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart.

EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION: From the Book of Common Prayer
[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and
strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have
done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O Lord, have mercy
upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all those who
are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in Christ
Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we
may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy
Name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Ezekiel 3:21 (ESV)
21 But if you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live,
because he took warning, and you will have delivered your soul.”

 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #168

I GREET THEE WHO MY SURE REDEEMER ART

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Nicene Creed (325 A.D.)
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe?

[Congregation]: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the
Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day
He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits
on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

JANUARY 17, 2021: VOL. 29, ISSUE 2

 GOSPEL LESSON— John 1:19–34
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I
am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We
need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as
the prophet Isaiah said.”
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

EPISTLE LESSON — Hebrews 2:1–18 (ESV)
1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we
neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us
by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are
speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere,
“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little
while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone.
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many
sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying,
“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13 And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.
17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become
a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of
the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those
who are being tempted.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #103

HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME *
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: After Darkness Light!
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1–4:1a
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1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the
word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he
went and lay down.
6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been
revealed to him.
8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling
the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall
say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his
place.
10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel,
“Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who
hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I declare to him that I am
about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons
were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or
offering forever.”
15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD.
And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.”
19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to
the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was
established as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for
the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.
1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

After Darkness Light!
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-4:1a

How does God reveal himself to a land in darkness?
By calling a prophet.

By giving the prophet his word.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE #92

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

JANUARY 17, 2021: VOL. 29, ISSUE 2

 BENEDICTION

Adapted from 1 John 1:7 —
Walk in the light, as he is in the light, then you will have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, will cleanse you from all your sin. Go in Peace…

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. What does it mean to Know the Lord?
2. God uses the voice of others, like Eli to help us hear the voice of God, can you think
of examples from your life of people who have helped give you direction through
God’s word? Are there people you should be directing to God’s word?
3. How do you respond to God’s word, are you like Samuel ‘speak Lord for your
servant hears,’ or are you reluctant to hear, and slow to respond?

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
1/17
Psalms 21
1/18
Psalms 22
1/19
Psalms 23
1/20
Psalms 24
1/21
Psalms 25
1/22
Psalms 26
1/23
Psalms 27

Genesis 21:22-22:24
Genesis 23
Genesis 24:1-28
Genesis 24:29-67
Genesis 25
Genesis 26
Genesis 27

Mark 9:30-50
Mark 10:1-31
Mark 10:32-52
Mark 11:1-26
Mark 11:27-12:17
Mark 12:18-44
Mark 13

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.
Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A. There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;
and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School (All Ages) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00
PM at the church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier
Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is
welcome.

Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church.
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come,
and bring your sons.

Women’s Ministry:

Luke Study will meet on Saturday, January 23 at 10:00 a.m. All ladies are encouraged to attend.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will be offered on Sunday mornings at 9:25 am. The following classes will
meet then.
Preschool - 2nd grade: Imagine Meeting Jesus taught by Mary Chache and Mary Lou Hoffmann in
the Sunday School Classrooms.
Grades 3-6: Marvel at the Holy Spirit’s Power taught by Rebecca Twombly in the Sunday School
classrooms.

Grades 7-12: Christology: An Advent Study taught by Bill Barnes. This class is taught as a hybrid
with both on-site and on-line (via Google Meet). Login info to be provided by the teacher.
Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age
appropriate lesson, songs, etc.

Undecorating the Church: Come and help us take down and store all of the Christmas
decorations. January 16th, 2021 at 10:00 AM.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.589.2082  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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