HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
January 24, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out
cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”
— Jeremiah 2:13 (ESV)

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Do Not Put Your Trust in Men! In light of the inauguration of Joseph Biden as
our 46th President, we will look at Psalm 146 as a reminder that Hope in man is vain, But Hope in
God is sure. Because God is our only sure hope, we must not trust in men.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“One of the built-in prescriptions for disaster is a misplaced trust. The motto on American coins, “In
God We Trust,” is an echo of an older Calvinistic faith, the belief in the depravity of man and hence a
circumspect distrust of men and institutions.
Now distrust must not be confused with hatred. Thus, a sensible parent does not trust his nine-year-old
son with the family car. He loves the child but distrusts his abilities. To distrust men and institutions
(and ourselves) is to show a healthy awareness of man’s sinfulness.”
—R.J. Rushdoony, Larceny in the Heart
PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP*

From Psalm 146:1-2, 10 (ESV)
[Leader]: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
[Congregation]: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.
[Leader]: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations.
[Together]: Praise the LORD!

…IN HIS PRESENCE

PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 57

HALLELUJAH, PRAISE JEHOVAH, O MY SOUL

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Jeremiah 17:5–6 (ESV)
5 Thus says the LORD:
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man
and makes flesh his strength,
whose heart turns away from the LORD.
6 He is like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see any good come.
He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, you have taught us not to put our trust in anything but you. But
our tendency is to look for trust in things that we can see. So we find security in
wealth, in freedom, in democracy, even in our appointed officials—but all of these
things disappoint and fail us. Forgive our misplaced trust, and lead us to place our
confidence only in you. For in Christ all your promises to us have been fulfilled.
Teach us to long for your righteous rule, rather than to trust in men. For we have
one king, even Jesus. For his sake hear our prayer and forgive. Amen
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Jeremiah 17:7–8 (ESV)
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.
8 He is like a tree planted by water,
that sends out its roots by the stream,
and does not fear when heat comes,
for its leaves remain green,
and is not anxious in the year of drought,
for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 369
SHOUT, FOR THE BLESSED JESUS REIGNS

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
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CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Nicene Creed (325 A.D.)
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe?

[Congregation]: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of
the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for
the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
MISSIONS MOMENT

OPTIONS WOMEN’S CENTER

PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

 GOSPEL LESSON— John 1:35–51 (ESV)
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as
he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and
followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means
Peter).
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said
to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

EPISTLE LESSON — Hebrews 3:1–19 (ESV)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high
priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was
faithful in all God’s house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much
more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is
built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house
as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s
house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our
hope.
7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,
9 where your fathers put me to the test
and saw my works for forty years.
10 Therefore I was provoked with that generation,
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known my ways.’
11 As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest.’ ”
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away
from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed
we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by
Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned,
whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his
rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable to enter because of
unbelief.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION #296

ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME! *

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Title: Do Not Put Your Trust in Men!
Scripture: Psalm 146:1–10 (ESV)
1 Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

3 Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

Do Not Put Your Trust in Men!
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Psalm 146:1-10
1. Hope in man is vain

2. Hope in God is sure

Because God is our only sure hope, we must not trust in men.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #286

WORSHIP CHRIST, THE RISEN KING!

JANUARY 24, 2021: VOL. 29, ISSUE 3

 BENEDICTION
Jude 24–25 (ESV)

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless
before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and
forever. Amen.

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Have you been tempted throughout this election cycle to put your trust in our elected
officials?
2. Why is that such a strong temptation?
3. Why is democracy not a good place to find unity?
4. Name three reasons the psalmist gives that God is trustworthy as our only Hope?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
1/24
Psalms 28
1/25
Psalms 29
1/26
Psalms 30
1/27
Psalms 31
1/28
Psalms 32
1/29
Psalms 33
1/30
Psalms 34

Genesis 28
Genesis 29
Genesis 30
Genesis 31
Genesis 32-33
Genesis 34
Genesis 35

Mark 14:1-31
Mark 14:32-52
Mark 14:53-15:15
Mark 15:16-47
Mark 16
2 Corinthians 1:1-2:4
2 Corinthians 2:5-3:18

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.
Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.
Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A. The work of creation is, God’s making all things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the
space of six days, and all very good.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
Adult Sunday School (All Ages) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the
church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.

Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will be offered on Sunday mornings at 9:25 am. The following classes will meet then.
Preschool - 2nd grade: Imagine Meeting Jesus taught by Mary Chache and Mary Lou Hoffmann in the
Sunday School Classrooms.
Grades 3-6: Marvel at the Holy Spirit’s Power taught by Rebecca Twombly in the Sunday School
classrooms.

Grades 7-12: Christology: An Advent Study taught by Bill Barnes. This class is taught as a hybrid with both
on-site and on-line (via Google Meet). Login info to be provided by the teacher.

Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate
lesson, songs, etc.

Deacons

Quarterly Deacons Offering: The deacons will be collecting their quarterly deacons offering on
February 7th. These funds help replenish our benevolent fund, which is used to meet the needs
of our congregation, and our surrounding community.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.7460  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

