HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
January 31, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.”
— Isaiah 55:8 (ESV)

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our
God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and
proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our
community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices
unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with
standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to
God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we
are all called to be active and engaged, responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and
indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and
blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all
who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the
table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not participate. However, please come
and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be baptized or participate in the Holy
Supper.
Sermon Theme: Judgment Comes Home. God has now several times threatened
judgement on Eli’s house. First through the prophet who came to him, and then
through the vision of Samuel. But now judgment comes home as the sign that the
curse would come upon Eli has happened. Both of his sons were killed in one day.
But the judgment was not just against the house of Eli, but to Shiloh, and to all
Israel. Israel foolishly thought they could use God for there own purposes, but God
had other plans. We must not try to use God for our won purposes since God’s is
beyond our control.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of
Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“Israel seemed to hold a similar assumption. Here was a pressure tactic, a way of—if you’ll
pardon the expression—twisting God’s arm. That is not faith but superstition. It is what I call
rabbit-foot theology. When we, whether Israelites or Christians, operate this way, our concern
is not to seek God but to control him, not to submit to God but to use him. So we prefer religious
magic to spiritual holiness; we are interested in success, not repentance.”
—Dale Davis, 1 Samuel: Looking on the Heart
PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP*
Adapted from Psalm 99:1-3
[Leader]: The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
[Congregation]: The LORD is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
[Leader]: Let them praise your great and awesome name!
[Together]: Holy is he!

…IN HIS PRESENCE
PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

 HYMN OF PRAISE #12

EXALT THE LORD, HIS PRAISE PROCLAIM

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Acts 8:18–24 (ESV)
18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’
hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your
silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21
You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22
Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the
intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness
and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing
of what you have said may come upon me.”
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, too often we use our relationship with you as a
means of getting what we want. We treat prayer, our devotions, and the
sacraments superstitiously, as a magic talisman to secure your favor.
Forgive the intent of our hearts, and renew us so that we are instead
used for your purposes. Help us to be conformed to you, rather than
seeking to conform you to us. Through Jesus we ask, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Romans 6:20–23 (ESV)
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For
the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #302

COME, CHRISTIANS, JOIN TO SING

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Nicene Creed (325 A.D.)
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe?

[Congregation]: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the
Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day
He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits
on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

MISSIONS MOMENT

OPTIONS WOMEN’S CENTER

PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 GOSPEL LESSON— John 2:1–12 (ESV)

1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out,
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And
they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to
the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn
the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor
wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

JANUARY 31, 2021: VOL. 29, ISSUE 4

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his
disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

EPISTLE LESSON — Hebrews 4 (ESV)
1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you
should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the
message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those
who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,
“As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,’ ”
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has
somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from
all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said,
“They shall not enter my rest.”
6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good
news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,”
saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts.”
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered
God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted
as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF PREPARATION #660

O GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING *
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: Judgement Comes Home.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 4:1–11 (ESV)
1 Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at Ebenezer, and the
Philistines encamped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when
the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines, who killed about four thousand
men on the field of battle. 3 And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said,
“Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the
covenant of the LORD here from Shiloh, that it may come among us and save us from the
power of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the
covenant of the LORD of hosts, who is enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.
5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel gave a
mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the
shouting, they said, “What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” And
when they learned that the ark of the LORD had come to the camp, 7 the Philistines were
afraid, for they said, “A god has come into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing
like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these
mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every sort of plague in the
wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves to the
Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and fight.”
10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his
home. And there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell.
11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

Judgment Comes Home
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 4:1b-11
1. Israel tries to use God

2. God uses the philistines

We must not try to use God, since God is beyond our control.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE

BEHOLD OUR GOD
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 BENEDICTION

Hebrews 13:20–21 (ESV)
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything
good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Are there ways that you have been tempted to use God for your own purposes?
2. When you encounter difficulties do you find that your first response is to make a
better plan, or do you first consult the Lord in prayer?
3. Why is there a trickle-down effect to sin?
4. Can you recall situations where you were unsure why God was working in that way,
how did you respond?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
1/31
Psalms 35
2/1
Psalms 36
2/2
Psalms 37
2/3
Psalms 38
2/4
Psalms 39
2/5
Psalms 40
2/6
Psalms 41

Genesis 36
Genesis 37
Genesis 38
Genesis 39
Genesis 40
Genesis 41
Genesis 42

2 Corinthians 4
2 Corinthians 5:1-6:2
2 Corinthians 6:3-7:1
2 Corinthians 7:2-16
2 Corinthians 8
2 Corinthians 9
2 Corinthians 10

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 10. How did God create man?
A. God created man male and female, after his own image, in knowledge,
righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the creatures.
Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence?
A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and
governing all his creatures, and all their actions.
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Announcements
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: Sunday February 7th, 2021

Adult Sunday School (All Ages) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00
PM at the church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier
Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is
welcome.

Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church.
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come,
and bring your sons.

Women’s Ministry

Luke Bible study: will meet on Saturday, February 27th at 10:00 a.m. All ladies are encouraged
to attend.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will be offered on Sunday mornings at 9:25 am. The following classes will
meet then.
Preschool - 2nd grade: Imagine Meeting Jesus taught by Mary Chache and Mary Lou Hoffmann in
the Sunday School Classrooms.
Grades 3-6: Marvel at the Holy Spirit’s Power taught by Rebecca Twombly in the Sunday School
classrooms.
Grades 7-12: Christology: An Advent Study taught by Bill Barnes. This class is taught as a hybrid
with both on-site and on-line (via Google Meet). Login info to be provided by the teacher.
Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age
appropriate lesson, songs, etc.

Deacons

Quarterly Deacons Offering: The deacons will be collecting their quarterly deacons offering on
February 7th. These funds help replenish our benevolent fund, which is used to meet the needs of
our congregation, and our surrounding community.

Inquirer’s class: Hope is offering our inquirer’s class for any who are interested in membership
here at Hope. We encourage you to come Saturday February 20th at 9 AM followed by a lunch
provided by the church. For more info see Pastor Taylor.

Congregational Meeting:

February 21, 2021 after the service will be our annual congregational meeting and
dinner. The Session will present this year’s budget and hear reports from all of the
committees of Hope Church. If you are a voting member of Hope we ask that you please
join us for this meeting. More details about the meal will come in the weeks ahead.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.589.2082  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org
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Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE
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Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

