
“Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do 
not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do 
not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. Those who make them become like them; so do all 
who trust in them.” 

— Psalm 115:4-8 (ESV) 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God, 
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with 
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as 
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in 
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, 
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are 
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, 
responding from the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament 

whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our 
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a 
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith 
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that 
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be 
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

Sermon Theme: Propped Up Idols. It’s quite embarrassing when your idols come toppling 
down, and you have to go and prop them up. In our text from 1 Samuel 5:1-12, we see that exact 
thing happen as Yahweh, the God of Israel, defeats first the Philistines ‘god’ and then proceeds to 
defeat the nation. Something Israel failed to do. In that, we see that Yahweh is the sovereign Lord 
and the only one worthy of our service and worship. Though we might not craft idols out of 
stone or wood, yet we have plenty of idols. Anything that occupies a greater space in your life 
than God is an idol. But like Dagon in our text, they fall impotent before Yahweh and can never 
bring us salvation. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The great Roman general Pompey was surprised to find nothing in the Most Holy Place of the temple 
when he looked into it. But there was a profound and important reason for God’s forbidding the use of 
images in his worship: namely, God cannot be represented by idols without being grossly 
misrepresented. God is not less real than the material idol but infinitely more real, infinitely greater, 
infinitely higher. Thus any representation of God by anything material merely debases God and 
misleads the worshiper. This debasement of God by idol worship is why the second commandment is so 
strong..” 

—James Montgomery Boice, Psalms 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 115:1-3; 16-18 
[Leader]: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast 
love and your faithfulness! 

[Congregation]: Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
[Leader]: Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 

[Congregation]: The heavens are the LORD’s heavens, but the earth he has given to the 
children of man. 

[Leader]: The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any who go down into silence. 
[Together]: But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the 
LORD! 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE # 400   O BLESS OUR GOD WITH ONE ACCORD 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 1 John 5:21  
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols.  
 
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION From the Book of Common Prayer  

[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from 
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all 
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we 
may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
1 John 2:1–2 (ESV)  

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 55     TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
 
 
CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from Apostles Creed 
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe? 

[Congregation]: I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
    And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord 
    Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 
    Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into 
hell 
    The third day he rose again from the dead 
    He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead 
    I believe in the Holy Ghost 
    I believe a holy catholic church; the communion of saints 
    The forgiveness of sins 
    The resurrection of the body 
    And the life everlasting. Amen. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for 
the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
GOSPEL LESSON— John 3:1–21 (ESV)  
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak 
of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
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14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone 
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
works have been carried out in God.”  
 
EPISTLE LESSON — Hebrews 6:13–7:10 (ESV)  

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he 
swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, 
having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than 
themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to 
show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 
guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set 
before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 
inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having 
become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of 
everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.  

4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 5 And 
those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take 
tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham. 
6 But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed 
him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In 
the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified 
that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 
Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  
  

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION # 128  GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY * 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings 
Sermon Title: Propped Up Idols 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 5:1–12 (ESV)  
1 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then 
the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of Dagon and set it up beside 
Dagon. 3 And when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face 
downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his 
place. 4 But when they rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on 
the ground before the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off 
on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5 This is why the priests of Dagon and all 
who enter the house of Dagon do not tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.  

6 The hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted 
them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw how things 
were, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for his hand is hard against 
us and against Dagon our god.” 8 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines 
and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the ark of the 
God of Israel be brought around to Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of Israel there. 9 But 
after they had brought it around, the hand of the LORD was against the city, causing a very great 
panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on them. 10 
So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of 
Ekron cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us and our 
people.” 11 They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send 
away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our 
people.” For there was a deathly panic throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very heavy 
there. 12 The men who did not die were struck with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to 
heaven.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Propped Up Idols 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 5:1-12 
 
 
 
Yahweh destroys ‘gods’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yahweh defeats the nations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since God has no rivals, we must worship him as Lord.  
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COMMUNION HYMN      THERE IS A REDEEMER 

 
Used by permission under CCLI #1116258 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE # 691    IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL   
 

  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 QUARTERLY DEACONS OFFERING 
 BENEDICTION 
2 Corinthians 13:14 (ESV)  

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  

 
Announcements 

 
Congregational Meeting: Next Sunday after the service will be our annual congregational meeting and 
dinner. If you are a voting member of Hope we ask that you please join us for this meeting. There is a sign up 
in the hallway for the meal. We are asking families to bring Soup, Sandwiches, and desert. Please see Lois 
Schwartz for more info.  

Inquirer’s class: Hope is offering our inquirer’s class for any who are interested in membership here at 
Hope. We encourage you to come this Saturday February 20th at 9 AM followed by a lunch provided by the 
church. For more info see Pastor Taylor. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 
church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter 
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.  

 Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school will be offered on Sunday mornings at 9:25 am. The following classes will meet then. 

Preschool - 2nd grade: Imagine Meeting Jesus taught by Mary Chache and Mary Lou Hoffmann in the 
Sunday School Classrooms. 

Grades 3-6: Marvel at the Holy Spirit’s Power taught by Rebecca Twombly in the Sunday School 
classrooms. 

Grades 7-12: Christology: An Advent Study taught by Bill Barnes. This class is taught as a hybrid with both 
on-site and on-line (via Google Meet). Login info to be provided by the teacher. 

Children’s Church:  Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate 
lesson, songs, etc.   

Deacons 

Quarterly Deacons Offering: The deacons will be collecting their quarterly deacons offering 
Today February 14th. These funds help replenish our benevolent fund, which is used to meet 
the needs of our congregation, and our surrounding community.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.589.2082  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 
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