HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
February 21, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I
will be glorified.’ ”
—Leviticus 10:3

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Do Not Try This At Home! The leaders of the philistines are facing a dilemma,
What to do with the ark of the God of Israel. For they believe Israels god is the source of their
plague, but they don’t know for sure. So they devise a test to send the ark back to Israel that will
help them to determine if the plague is of the Lord or not. But when the Ark does make its way
back home Israel treats it just like the philistines did, leading to trouble and fear. As the story
unfolds, we learn some valuable things about the nature of God and how we are to relate to him.
Because God is holy, we must regard him in a manner that befits his character.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“Holiness is an especial attribute of Jehovah, demanding a corresponding holiness on the part of the
people among whom He promised to dwell. Chastisement was necessary to teach the men of Bethshemesh that their sinfulness could not stand before the holiness of God: but instead of fitting
themselves for His Presence, they desired to free themselves from the harden of it.”
—A. F. Kirkpatrick, The First Book of Samuel
PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 99:2-5, 9
[Leader]: The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.
[Congregation]: Let them praise your great and awesome name!
Holy is he!
[Leader]: The King in his might loves justice. You have established equity; you have executed justice
and righteousness in Jacob.
[Together]: Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool!
Holy is he!

…IN HIS PRESENCE
PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 120

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 24:3–4 (ESV)
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION From the Book of Common Prayer
[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which
we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O
Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we
may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Psalm 24:5–6 (ESV)
5 He will receive blessing from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Apostles Creed
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe?

[Congregation]: I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
The holy catholic church; the communion of saints
The forgiveness of sins
The resurrection of the body
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

 GOSPEL LESSON— John 3:22–36 (ESV)
EPISTLE LESSON — Hebrews 7:11–28 (ESV)
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

 HYMN OF PREPARATION

OPEN OUR EYES LORD *

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title:
Scripture: 1 Samuel 6:1–7:2 (ESV)
1 The ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 2 And the Philistines
called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us
with what we shall send it to its place.” 3 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God of Israel,
do not send it empty, but by all means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed, and it
will be known to you why his hand does not turn away from you.” 4 And they said, “What is the
guilt offering that we shall return to him?” They answered, “Five golden tumors and five golden
mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines, for the same plague was on all of you
and on your lords. 5 So you must make images of your tumors and images of your mice that ravage
the land, and give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off you and your
gods and your land. 6 Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened
their hearts? After he had dealt severely with them, did they not send the people away, and they
departed? 7 Now then, take and prepare a new cart and two milk cows on which there has never
come a yoke, and yoke the cows to the cart, but take their calves home, away from them. 8 And take
the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart and put in a box at its side the figures of gold, which you
are returning to him as a guilt offering. Then send it off and let it go its way 9 and watch. If it goes
up on the way to its own land, to Beth-shemesh, then it is he who has done us this great harm, but if
not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that struck us; it happened to us by coincidence.”
10 The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them to the cart and shut up their calves
at home. 11 And they put the ark of the LORD on the cart and the box with the golden mice and the
images of their tumors. 12 And the cows went straight in the direction of Beth-shemesh along one
highway, lowing as they went. They turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the lords of the
Philistines went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. 13 Now the people of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they lifted up their eyes and saw
the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14 The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and
stopped there. A great stone was there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows
as a burnt offering to the LORD. 15 And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the box that
was beside it, in which were the golden figures, and set them upon the great stone. And the men of
Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that day to the LORD. 16 And
when the five lords of the Philistines saw it, they returned that day to Ekron.
17 These are the golden tumors that the Philistines returned as a guilt offering to the LORD: one
for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for Ekron, 18 and the golden mice,
according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both fortified
cities and unwalled villages. The great stone beside which they set down the ark of the LORD is a
witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh.
19 And he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they looked upon the ark of the
LORD. He struck seventy men of them, and the people mourned because the LORD had struck the
people with a great blow. 20 Then the men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before the
LORD, this holy God? And to whom shall he go up away from us?” 21 So they sent messengers to the

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down
and take it up to you.”
1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD and brought it to the house of
Abinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of the ark of the LORD. 2
From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty years, and
all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

Don’t Try This at Home
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 6:1-7:2

Testing God's Holiness—Is this plague from the Lord

Appeasing God's wrath—Even Philistines Know

Imitating God's Enemies—Don’t Act Like Philistines

Because God is holy, we must regard him in a manner that befits his character.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE #660

GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING
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 BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24–26 (ESV)

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1. Is it wrong to test God? Why, or why not?
How does persisting in sin test God?
What are the three common ways we deal with guilt? What’s the right way?
Which way of dealing with guilt do you struggle against?
What does it mean to regard the Lord as Holy?
What are some ways that we in the church imitate the world around us when it comes to
our relationship with God?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
2/21
Psalms 56
2/22
Psalms 57
2/23
Psalms 58
2/24
Psalms 59
2/25
Psalms 60
2/26
Psalms 61
2/27
Psalms 62

Exodus 8
Exodus 9
Exodus 10-11
Exodus 12
Exodus 13
Exodus 14
Exodus 15

Romans 9:30-10:21
Romans 11
Romans 12
Romans 13
Romans 14
Romans 15
Romans 16

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?
A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for his posterity; all
mankind, descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him, in his
first transgression.
Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.
Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell?
A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the
want of original righteousness, and the corruption of his whole nature, which is commonly
called original sin; together with all actual transgressions which proceed from it.

Announcements

Congregational Meeting: Today after the service will be our annual congregational meeting and dinner. If
you are a voting member of Hope we ask that you please join us for this meeting.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.

Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the
church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.

Men’s Ministry
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Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: March 13, April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the
church. Join us whether you can sew or not.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meet start on
February 25 at 7:00 at Kristen Bradley’s home.
Study of Luke continues at the church on February 27 and March 27 at 10:00.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will be postponed for the spring quarter, thank you for your patience as we look for
creative ways as a small church to minister to our Children.
Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate
lesson, songs, etc.

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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