
“The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”  
—Proverbs 16:9 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God, 
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with 
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as 
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in 
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, 
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are 
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, 
responding from the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament 

whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our 
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a 
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith 
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that 
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be 
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: It’s All in God’s Providence. Through the mundane everyday experiences of 
life God is at work doing extraordinary things. In our text from 1 Samuel 9:1-10:16 we see the 
story unfold of God’s call to Saul to be the next leader in Israel. Through a simple farm accident, 
Saul is led by God to an encounter with the prophet Samuel who anoints him for leadership 
over Israel. Throughout this episode we see woven into the very warp and woof of life is the 
providence of God. But we will also see clues to the character of Saul, defects that will lead to his 
undoing. Because God is intimately involved in the details of our everyday life, we must 
trust and depend on him for direction. 

  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“I am satisfied that the almighty power which sustains the stars in their orbits is equally necessary to carry me 
with safety, honor, and comfort through the smoothest day of my life.” 

—John Newton 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 145 
[Leader]: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.  

[Congregation]: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints 
shall bless you! 

[Leader]: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 
[Congregation]: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

[Leader]: You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
[Congregation]: The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 

[Leader]: The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. [Together]: He 
fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them. 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE     THE POWER OF THE CROSS 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Isaiah 45:9 (ESV)  
9 “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him,  
a pot among earthen pots!  
Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’  
or ‘Your work has no handles’?  
 
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, we grumble and complain over the way our lives have 
unfolded. We want the details of our live to be different. We confess that at times 
we have not trusted that you are working all things together for our good. 
Please forgive us for our lack of dependence on you. Lead us to a place of deeper 
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trust and reliance upon your holy Spirit. For the sake of your Son, forgive our 
sins, and cleanse us from our iniquity. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.   
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Isaiah 45:24–25 (ESV)  
24 “Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me,  
are righteousness and strength;  
to him shall come and be ashamed  
all who were incensed against him.  
25 In the Lord all the offspring of Israel  
shall be justified and shall glory.”  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #75    O FATHER YOU ARE SOVEREIGN 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
 
 
CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from Westminster Shorter Catechism #11 
[Leader]: Christian What are God’ s works of providence? 

[Congregation]: God’ s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful 
preserving, and governing all his creatures, and all their actions. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Romans 8:28–30 (ESV)  
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.  
 

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #676     DAY BY DAY *

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
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Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings 
Sermon Title: It’s All in God’s Providence 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 9:1–10:16 (ESV)  
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of 
Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he had a son whose name was Saul, 
a handsome young man. There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he. 
From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.  

3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son, “Take one of the 
young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” 4 And he passed through the hill 
country of Ephraim and passed through the land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they 
passed through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of 
Benjamin, but did not find them.  

5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, “Come, let us 
go back, lest my father cease to care about the donkeys and become anxious about us.” 6 But he said 
to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he 
says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 7 Then Saul 
said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, 
and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?” 8 The servant answered Saul 
again, “Here, I have with me a quarter of a shekel of silver, and I will give it to the man of God to tell 
us our way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, “Come, let us go to 
the seer,” for today’s “prophet” was formerly called a seer.) 10 And Saul said to his servant, “Well 
said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was.  

11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to draw water and said 
to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has 
come just now to the city, because the people have a sacrifice today on the high place. 13 As soon as 
you enter the city you will find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will 
not eat till he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now 
go up, for you will meet him immediately.” 14 So they went up to the city. As they were entering the 
city, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.  

15 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this 
time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over 
my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my 
people, because their cry has come to me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here is 
the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 18 Then Saul approached 
Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of the seer?” 19 Samuel answered Saul, “I 
am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you shall eat with me, and in the morning I 
will let you go and will tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys that were lost three 
days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is 
desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father’s house?” 21 Saul answered, “Am I not a 
Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the humblest of all the clans of 
the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to me in this way?”  

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and gave them a 
place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave you, of which I said to you, ‘Put it aside.’ ” 24 So the cook 
took up the leg and what was on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept 
is set before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you might eat with 
the guests.”  

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 And when they came down from the high place into the city, 
a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to sleep. 26 Then at the break of dawn 
Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that I may send you on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he 
and Samuel went out into the street.  

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to 
pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that I may make 
known to you the word of God.”  
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, “Has not the 
LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over the people of the 
LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign 
to you that the LORD has anointed you to be prince over his heritage. 2 When you depart from me 
today, you will meet two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will 
say to you, ‘The donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your father has ceased to care 
about the donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?” ’ 3 Then you 
shall go on from there farther and come to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel 
will meet you there, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and 
another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which 
you shall accept from their hand. 5 After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim, where there is a 
garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come to the city, you will meet a group of 
prophets coming down from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, 
prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them and 
be turned into another man. 7 Now when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, for 
God is with you. 8 Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer 
burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, until I come to you and 
show you what you shall do.”  

9 When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all these signs came 
to pass that day. 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, and the Spirit 
of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew him 
previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has 
come over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 12 And a man of the place answered, 
“And who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 13 
When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place.  

14 Saul’s uncle said to him and to his servant, “Where did you go?” And he said, “To seek the 
donkeys. And when we saw they were not to be found, we went to Samuel.” 15 And Saul’s uncle 
said, “Please tell me what Samuel said to you.” 16 And Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that 
the donkeys had been found.” But about the matter of the kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, he 
did not tell him anything.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

It’s All in God’s Providence.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 9:1-10:16 
 
 
A Providential Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Unsure Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because God is intimately involved in the details of our everyday life, we must trust and 
depend on him for direction. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #662      AS THE HART LONGS   
        
 BENEDICTION 
Romans 16:25–27 (ESV)  

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now 
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according 
to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God 
be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. What is God’s Providence? (See WSC#11 above) 
2. How is the doctrine of God’s providence a comfort to our faith in any season? 
3. Have encountered any objections to God’s providence?  
4. What is the difference between providence and fate? 
5. Why was Saul an unsure leader? 
6. How can we trust and depend on God for our vocations?  

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
3/14 Psalms 78:1-39  Exodus 32  Philippians 4:2-23 
3/15 Psalms 78:40-72  Exodus 33  1 Timothy 1 
3/16 Psalms 79  Exodus 34  1 Timothy 2 
3/17 Psalms 80  Exodus 35  1 Timothy 3 
3/18 Psalms 81  Exodus 36  1 Timothy 4 
3/19 Psalms 82  Exodus 37  1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 
3/20 Psalms 83  Exodus 38  1 Timothy 6:3-21 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer? 
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in 
his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 
Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? 
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his Word and Spirit, the will 
of God for our salvation. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Easter Flowers: 

The deadline is Sunday, March 21st.  In honor or memory.  Please mark envelope found on the welcome 
table with your name, the person/persons you are honoring or memorializing and the flower(s) you wish 
to purchase.  Include check or cash and place in the box.  
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• 5 bloom lilies - $9.00 
• 6 1/2” pot of tulips - $8.00 
• 6” pot of hyacinths - $8.00 
• 6” pot of mums - $9.00 
• 8” pan – Dutch Garden - $12.00 (variety of spring flowers) 

Flowers will grace our sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 4th and may be taken after the service. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the 
church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter 
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.  

Hope Women 

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: March 13, April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the 
church. Join us whether you can sew or not. 

Study Groups -  
The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every 
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on March 25th at 7 PM. 

 
The Luke Bible Study will conclude with the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ on Saturday, March 27th at 10:00 in the church.  This is a perfect segue into our new 
book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa Kruger. 
(Melissa is one of our speakers for our upcoming Women’s Retreat on May 1st.) 

  

A review by Trillia Newbell, author, If God Is For Us: The Everlasting Truth of Our Great Salvation 

Mentoring and discipleship are essential for the Christian Life, yet so many of us don’t quite know how to 
do it.  Growing Together is not only needed; it’s also exactly the book we’ve been looking for.  Melissa 
Kruger has written an instructive, biblically grounded accessible, practical, and versatile book perfect 
for one-on-one mentoring relationships, groups, or individuals.  Women who read and study this book 
will grow together in their faith as well as be equipped to do the work of ministry.  I’m grateful for this 
resource and highly recommend it. 

So ladies, if you have ever hesitated to share your faith because you weren’t quite sure how to go about it, 
come and “Grow Together” on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. 

Books are available.  Please see Cheryl Straka for more information. 

 Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school will be postponed for the spring quarter, thank you for your patience as we look for 
creative ways as a small church to minister to our Children.  

Children’s Church:  Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate 
lesson, songs, etc.   
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 
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