HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
March 21, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”

—Proverbs 16:9

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Fine! Give Them What They Want! Sometimes reality does not match what we
want. Israel wants a king like the nations. In an act of judgment, God gives them a king. But we
begin to see clues that Saul is not quite the king they were hoping for. Although he looks as
though he would make a great king, when the time for action comes, Saul is nowhere to be found.
To complicate matters, Israel's monarchy would be a constitutional one, which put significant
restraints on any king who was called to be like the kings of other nations. Since God will always
give us what we need rather than what we may want, we must not reject God as king.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“The people demanded a king, but they were not able to achieve independence from God. It was the Lord who
chose and revealed Saul. God’s sovereignty was not set aside, even as he acceded to Israel’s demand for a king to
replace him. Likewise, Christians will find that no matter how we may strive to grab the reins of our own lives,
deciding for ourselves how we will think and live, God remains relentlessly sovereign and apportions all our
circumstances. Either in faith or in unbelief, we will have God as our Lord, and he will exercise his sovereign
prerogatives!”
—Richard D. Phillips, 1 Samuel

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 66:5-9
[Leader]: Come and see what God has done:
[Congregation]: he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
[Leader]: He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot.
[Congregation]: There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes
keep watch on the nations— let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
[Leader]: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard,
[Together]: who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 5

GOD, MY KING, THY MIGHT CONFESSING

CONFESSION OF SIN
Matthew 10:29–30 (ESV)
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, we confess that we struggle with your sovereignty. We want
to imagine that we are masters of our fate and that we determine our destiny.
But in fact, you are intimately involved in the smallest details, and not one thing
happens in our lives apart from your will. Forgive us for our lack of trust and
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our inability to depend on you instead of relying on ourselves. Lead us in paths
of righteousness for your Name sake, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Matthew 10:31 (ESV)
31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 618

HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Westminster Larger Catechism # 12
[Leader]: Christian What are the decrees of God?

[Congregation]: God’ s decrees are the wise, free, and holy acts of the counsel of his
will, whereby, from all eternity, he hath, for his own glory, unchangeably
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass in time, especially concerning angels and
men.

Steve Clark

RECEIVE NEW MEMBERS
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WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731
WISDOM LESSON— Proverbs 16:33
33 The lot is cast into the lap,

but its every decision is from the LORD.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #101

COME THOU ALMIGHTY KING *

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: It’s All in God’s Providence
Scripture: 1 Samuel 10:17–27 (ESV)
17 Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah. 18 And he said to the people of
Israel, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you
from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.’ 19
But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses,
and you have said to him, ‘Set a king over us.’ Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by
your tribes and by your thousands.”
20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot.
21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was taken by lot;
and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 So
they inquired again of the LORD, “Is there a man still to come?” and the LORD said, “Behold, he has
hidden himself among the baggage.” 23 Then they ran and took him from there. And when he stood
among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel
said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all
the people.” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!”
25 Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them in a
book and laid it up before the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his home. 26
Saul also went to his home at Gibeah, and with him went men of valor whose hearts God had
touched. 27 But some worthless fellows said, “How can this man save us?” And they despised him
and brought him no present. But he held his peace.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

Fine, Give Them What They Want!
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 10:17-27

How does God Judge Israel?

A Continued Rebuke (The Basis)

A Cowering King (The result)

A Constitution is Given (The restraint)

Since God will always give us what we need over what we may want, we must not reject
God as king.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE

MICAH 6:8

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26 (ESV)

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why does God sometimes give us what we want?
Why is it dangerous to judge by outward appearance?
Is the King above the law, or the law above the king?
What is the Christians relationship to the law of God?

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
3/21
Psalms 84
3/22
Psalms 85
3/23
Psalms 86
3/24
Psalms 87
3/25
Psalms 88
3/26
Psalms 89
3/27
Psalms 90

Exodus 39
Exodus 40
Leviticus 1-2
Leviticus 3:1-4:21
Leviticus 4:22-5:19
Leviticus 6
Leviticus 7

2 Timothy 1
2 Timothy 2
2 Timothy 3
2 Timothy 4
Titus 1
Titus 2-3
Matthew 1

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?
A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy
divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us.
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.

Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please.
Everyone is welcome.

Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join
us whether you can sew or not.
Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on March 25th at 7 PM.
Study of Luke continues at the church on March 27 at 10:00.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will begin again on April 11th for children preK-6th grade. These will meet during the
Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.
Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate
lesson, songs, etc.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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