HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
March 28, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.”

—Zephaniah 3:15

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Palm Sunday: The King Comes. One week before the His resurrection Jesus
entered Jerusalem as a conquering king. The crowds hailed him a king, His disciples
misunderstood, and others cast an envious eye. But to loud Hosanna’s Christ rode
triumphantly through the streets of Jerusalem. You could say this was his last provocation, that
was sure to provoke a response. For a few days later that same crowd would not be saying
Hosanna, but rather crucify Him, Crucify Him. Since Jesus came in the name of the Lord to
fulfill the Scriptures, we must worship Him as our king.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“The word of the Lord which we hear, and the works of God which we see, though ofttimes they do not profit us,
nor are improved by us at the present, yet afterward become of use and profit to us: it is therefore good to hear,
and see, and observe God’s words and works, and to lay them up in our hearts, as it is said Mary pondered the
sayings of the angel; expecting fruit afterwards of what at present we see no fruit and effect”
—Matthew Poole, Comments on John 12:16

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 118:1-2; 24-26
[Leader]: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! Let
Israel say,
[Congregation]: “His steadfast love endures forever.”
[Leader]: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
[Congregation]: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
[Leader]: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
[Together]: We bless you from the house of the LORD.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE #389

THIS IS THE DAY

CONFESSION OF SIN
Matthew 16:21–23
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This
shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, we confess that sometimes we are hard on the disciples for
their stubbornness, and for the ways that they misunderstood your plan. But too
often we are just as tempted as Peter to take Jesus aside and rebuke him.
Forgive us for our preconceived notions of who Jesus should be. Give us grace to
accept that your plan for Him, is the same you have for us: First suffering, then
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glory. Help us to endure faithfully until He comes again. For His namesake, hear
our prayer and be merciful to us sinners. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
1 Peter 4:1–2
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the
flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #173

PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Westminster Larger Catechism #45
[Leader]: Christian How doth Christ execute the office of a king?
[Congregation]: Christ executeth the office of a king, in calling out of the world a
people to himself, and giving them officers, and censures, by which he visibly governs
them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect, rewarding their obedience, and
correcting them for their sins, preserving and supporting them under all their
temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and
powerfully ordering all things for his own glory, and their good; and also in taking
vengeance on the rest, who know not God, and obey not the gospel.
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Zephaniah 3:14–18
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
17 The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION

HOSANNA! LOUD HOSANNAS RING! *

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: Holy Week
Sermon Title: Here Comes the King!
Scripture: John 12:12–19 (ESV)
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a
young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he
had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing.
Look, the world has gone after him.”

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

Here Comes the King!
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: John 12:12-19

Jesus came as a king in the name of the Lord.

Jesus came to fulfill the Scriptures.

Jesus came to his own and his own rejected him.

Since Jesus came in the name of the Lord to fulfill the Scriptures, we must worship Him
as our king.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE

LIFT UP YOUR HEAD

 BENEDICTION

Romans 15:13 (ESV)
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.
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Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why are they yelling Hosanna? What expectation’s do they have for Jesus?
How do we treat Jesus in similar ways?
How does Jesus fulfill Zechariah 9:9-10?
What kind of King is Jesus?
Notice from verses 16-19 that there are three different groups of people each with a
different response to Jesus, note their differences, and discuss what some contemporary
responses people make to Jesus as King?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
3/28 Palm Sunday
3/29
3/30
3/31
4/1 Maundy
Thursday
4/2 Good Friday
4/3 Holy Saturday

Psalms 24
Psalms 71
Psalms 12
Psalms 55
Psalms 102

Zechariah 9:9-12
Isaiah 42:1-7
Isaiah 49:1-7
Isaiah 50:4-11
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Luke 19:29-40
Matthew 21:12-46
Matthew 22
Matthew 23
Matthew 26:1-25

Psalms 54
Psalms 88

Zechariah 13:7-9
Job 19:21-27a

John 18
1 Peter 3:17-21

WEEKLY

CATECHISM
Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?
A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and
in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.
Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, made under the law,
undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Communion service Thursday April 1 at 7pm at the church
Good Friday: Tenebrae service Friday April 2 at 12:30 PM at the church.

Sunrise Service & Continental Breakfast Sunday April 4 at 7:30 AM at the church.

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.

Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please.
Everyone is welcome.

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: March 13, April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the
church. Join us whether you can sew or not.

Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on March 25th at 7 PM.
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa
Kruger on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl
Straka for more information.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will begin again on April 11th for children preK-6th grade. These will meet during the
Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

