HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
March 7, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the heart.”

—Proverbs 21:2

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: We Want a King! In our test from 1 Samuel 8 Israel demands of Samuel a
king, but not just any king, a king like the nations. Samuel is offended, for it seems they are
rejecting him. But in reality they are rejecting God’s kingship over them. But was it wrong for
them to want a king? The rest of the book of Samuel, and Deuteronomy 17 would suggest no, its
not wrong. What we find in their request is unsound motives which will lead to unhappy results,
all because the people of Israel are unteachable. Since God alone is king, we must look to Him
alone for salvation.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“This kind of thing, looking for alternatives to a life of faith-freedom, had been going on among these people ever
since they were delivered from Egyptian slavery. They were a free people, free to live in faith before a merciful,
saving God. But a free life of faith, lived in the vast and gracious mysteries of God, is a large, demanding life—it is
far easier to live small, reduced to the visible and tangible requirements of petty gods and tyrant kings. Their
leaders, from Moses to Samuel, kept trying to get them to live large; they preferred to live small.”
—Eugene Peterson, First and Second Samuel

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Revelation 11:15-18
[Leader]: Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
[Congregation]: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”
[Leader]: And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and
worshiped God, saying,
[Congregation]: “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for
you have taken your great power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but your
wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants,
the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for
destroying the destroyers of the earth.”

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF PRAISE

HOW DEEP THE FATHERS LOVE FOR US
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CONFESSION OF SIN
John 20:24–29 (ESV)
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side,
I will never believe.”
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father too often, we live by sight and not by faith. We trust what we
can see and touch and not the one who made all things. We cry out to you, “we
believe, help our unbelief!” We want to live as pilgrims in this world, holding
lightly the things you have given us and always having our eyes fixed on you. We
know it is our faith that overcomes the world, so work in us that which is

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

pleasing in your sight. For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us, and forgive
our sins, for we ask in his name, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
1 Peter 1:8–9 (ESV)
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 125

LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Apostles Creed
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe?

[Congregation]: I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried;
He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
The holy catholic church; the communion of saints
The forgiveness of sins
The resurrection of the body
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— John 19:1-16 (ESV)
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #682

IN THEE, O LORD, I PUT MY TRUST*

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY

Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: We Want a King!
Scripture: 1 Samuel 7:15–8:22 (ESV)
15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 And he went on a circuit year by year to Bethel,
Gilgal, and Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all these places. 17 Then he would return to Ramah, for
his home was there, and there also he judged Israel. And he built there an altar to the LORD.
1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son
was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not
walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted justice.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him,
“Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us
like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
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And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all
that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over
them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt
even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then,
obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall
reign over them.”
10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him.
11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and
appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And he will
appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his
ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his
chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the
best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take
the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He
will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your
donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his
slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for
yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a
king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out
before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he
repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make
them a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

We Want a King!

Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 7:15-8:22
Unsound Motives

Unhappy Results

Unteachable people

Since God is King, we must look to Him alone for salvation.
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COMMUNION HYMN

BEHOLD THE LAMB

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup,
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after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #642

BE THOU MY VISION

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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 BENEDICTION

2 Thessalonians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with
you all.

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Why is it easier to believe what you see?
2. Can we trust our senses?
3. Why is it the wanting and not necessarily the having that is a problem with Israel’s desire
for a king?
4. How can we examine our motives?
5. Why do you think Israel’s elders considered the costs of having a king worth it?
6. How should Israel have responded?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
3/7
Psalms 71
3/8
Psalms 72
3/9
Psalms 73
3/10
Psalms 74
3/11
Psalms 75
3/12
Psalms 76
3/13
Psalms 77

Exodus 24:1-25:30
Exodus 25:31-26:37
Exodus 27
Exodus 28
Exodus 29
Exodus 30
Exodus 31

Ephesians 3
Ephesians 4
Ephesians 5
Ephesians 6
Philippians 1
Philippians 2
Philippians 3:1-4:1

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God,
became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person,
forever.
Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, being
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her, yet
without sin.
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.

Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the
church. A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.

Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: March 13, April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the
church. Join us whether you can sew or not.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meet every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. Next meeting March 11 at 7PM.
Study of Luke continues at the church on March 27 at 10:00.
Children & Youth Ministry:
Sunday school will be postponed for the spring quarter, thank you for your patience as we look for
creative ways as a small church to minister to our Children.
Children’s Church: Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed prior to the sermon for an age appropriate
lesson, songs, etc.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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