HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
April 1, 2021
Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are

to love one another.”

—John 13:34

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Maundy Thursday Feeding on Christ. The Thursday before his crucifixion our
Lord took his disciples into the upper room and after washing their feet, he shared a meal with
them. A meal that he instituted for the church to continue to celebrate until he comes again. He
took ordinary bread, and common wine, and after distributing them to his disciples said that
they were visible reminders of his broken body, and his shed blood. But John’s gospel doesn’t
give us the details of that event. Instead Jesus preaches a sermon in John 6 that testifies to the
reality of what the supper is a sign and seal of—namely our feeding on Christ. But how does Jesus
feed our faith? As his sermon unfolds, we learn that Since Christ is the bread of life, we must
come to him and receive Him by faith.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“John 6 is not about the Lord supper; rather, the Lord supper is about what is described in John 6. It concerns that
eating and drinking which is belief in Christ (6:35), which is eternal life (6:54), and which in other words is
described as abiding in him (6:56). The discourse in John 6 represents these activities as central to the faith and
to men’s relationship with Jesus. They are not confined to a sacramental meal. They belong to the very essence of
day-to-day relationships. In presenting this discourse and omitting an account of the institution of the Lord
supper, John is, in effect, saying that the whole of the Christian life should be characterized by this kind of feeding
on Christ and that this is what the sacramental meal of the church is really about.”
—Colin Brown

PRELUDE

JESUS INVITES US…
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Revelation 19:6-9
[Leader]: Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
[Congregation]: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride
has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and
pure”
[Leader]: — for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write
this:
[Congregation]: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
[Leader]: And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

…INTO HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE #420

AT THE LAMBS HIGH FEAST
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 78:22–25; 32

22 because they did not believe in God
and did not trust his saving power.
23 Yet he commanded the skies above
and opened the doors of heaven,
24 and he rained down on them manna to eat
and gave them the grain of heaven.
25 Man ate of the bread of the angels;
he sent them food in abundance.

32 In spite of all this, they still sinned;
despite his wonders, they did not believe.

EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, forgive us for our unbelief. Forgive us for the ways we have
trampled on and taken lightly your ordinances. Forgive us for not discerning the
body, for the ways we have not kept you command to love one another. We
confess that things we should have treated as Holy, we have taken lightly and
treated them as common. We would feed on Christ by faith, through your Spirit.
So work in us that which is pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Psalm 78:38 (ESV)

38 Yet he, being compassionate,
atoned for their iniquity
and did not destroy them;
he restrained his anger often
and did not stir up all his wrath.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO A FEAST
Series: Holy Week
Sermon Title: Feeding on Christ
Scripture: John 6:22–59
22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been
only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples
had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the
bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his
disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

MARCH 28, 2021: VOL. 29, ISSUE 12

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you
come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God
the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of
God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do
you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the
bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him,
“Sir, give us this bread always.”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not
believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast
out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.
39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but
raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How
does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble
among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will
raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen
the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever
believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness,
and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not
die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true
drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate,
and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things in the
synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!Sermon Notes:
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Feeding on Christ.

Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: John 6:22-59

How does Jesus feed our Faith?
Not with earthly bread.

Not apart from the will of the Father.

But by giving us Himself.

Since Christ is the bread of life, we must come to him and receive Him by faith.
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #427

AMIDST US OUR BELOVED STANDS

 BENEDICTION

Romans 15:13 (ESV)
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
3/28 Palm Sunday
3/29
3/30
3/31
4/1 Maundy
Thursday
4/2 Good Friday
4/3 Holy Saturday

Psalms 24
Psalms 71
Psalms 12
Psalms 55
Psalms 102

Zechariah 9:9-12
Isaiah 42:1-7
Isaiah 49:1-7
Isaiah 50:4-11
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Luke 19:29-40
Matthew 21:12-46
Matthew 22
Matthew 23
Matthew 26:1-25

Psalms 54
Psalms 88

Zechariah 13:7-9
Job 19:21-27a

John 18
1 Peter 3:17-21

WEEKLY

CATECHISM
Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?
A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and
in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.
Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, made under the law,
undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.
.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Communion service Thursday April 1 at 7pm at the church
Good Friday: Tenebrae service Friday April 2 at 12:30 PM at the church.

Sunrise Service & Continental Breakfast Sunday April 4 at 7:30 AM at the church.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please.
Everyone is welcome.

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: March 13, April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the
church. Join us whether you can sew or not.

Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on March 25th at 7 PM.
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa
Kruger on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl
Straka for more information.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school will begin again on April 11th for children preK-6th grade. These will meet during the
Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

