HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
April 11, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”

—Mark 3:24

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: A Nation Divided Cannot Stand. Israel has a new leader, unproven, and
unlike by some. Saul’s moment of testing comes when the Ammonites lay siege to JabeshGilead, and Saul must prove himself. Saul, in reliance on the Holy Spirit wins a great victory, and
solidifies his support, and in so doing unifies the nation. Taking this tribal federation, bound by
covenants into a monarchy. Of course Saul couldn’t have done this alone, the narrator draws
are attention to the characteristics of a leader who operates in reliance upon the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit is the only bond of unity that can unite a nation, or any group together under any
leader. Since God supplies the victory, we must depend on His Spirit for unity.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
The divisions of Christians are one great cause of the weakness of the visible church. They often absorb energy,
time, and power, which might have been well bestowed on better things. They furnish the infidel with a prime
argument against the truth of Christianity. They help the devil. Satan indeed is the chief promoter of religious
divisions. If he cannot extinguish Christianity, he labours to make Christians quarrel with one another, and to set
every man’s hand against his neighbour. None knows better than the devil, that “to divide is to conquer.”
—J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Mark

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 133:1-3
[Leader]: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
[Congregation]: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on
the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! It is like the dew of
Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
[Leader]: For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 356

HOW BEAUTIFUL THE SIGHT

CONFESSION OF SIN
Ephesians 4:1–3 (ESV)
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which
we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O
Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we
may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Ephesians 2:4–7 (ESV)
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 695

BY GRACE I AM AN HEIR OF HEAVEN

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
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PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Luke 11:14–23 (ESV)
14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man
spoke, and the people marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the
prince of demons,” 16 while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17 But
he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a
divided household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?
For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom
do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but when one stronger than he attacks him
and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23 Whoever
is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

 HYMN OF PREPARATION

O CHURCH ARISE*

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: A Nation Divided Cannot Stand
Scripture: 1 Samuel 11:1–15
1 Then Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh-gilead, and all the men of Jabesh said to
Nahash, “Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you.” 2 But Nahash the Ammonite said to them,
“On this condition I will make a treaty with you, that I gouge out all your right eyes, and thus bring
disgrace on all Israel.” 3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days’ respite that we may
send messengers through all the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to save us, we will give
ourselves up to you.” 4 When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, they reported the matter in
the ears of the people, and all the people wept aloud.
5 Now, behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen. And Saul said, “What is wrong
with the people, that they are weeping?” So they told him the news of the men of Jabesh. 6 And the
Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he heard these words, and his anger was greatly kindled. 7 He
took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by
the hand of the messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so shall it
be done to his oxen!” Then the dread of the LORD fell upon the people, and they came out as one
man. 8 When he mustered them at Bezek, the people of Israel were three hundred thousand, and
the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they said to the messengers who had come, “Thus shall you
say to the men of Jabesh-gilead: ‘Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have salvation.’ ”
When the messengers came and told the men of Jabesh, they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of
Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and you may do to us whatever seems
good to you.” 11 And the next day Saul put the people in three companies. And they came into the
midst of the camp in the morning watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the day.
And those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.
12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men,
that we may put them to death.” 13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for
today the LORD has worked salvation in Israel.” 14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go
to Gilgal and there renew the kingdom.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made
Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and there
Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

A Nation Divided Cannot Stand.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 11:1-15

How will Israel unite around their new king?
The Serpents Oppression.

The Spirit-Wrought Victory.

The Unity Won

Since God supplies the victory, we must depend on His Spirit for unity.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE #355

WE ARE GOD'S PEOPLE

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24–26

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why does God allow serpents? In the garden, and in our lives?
What is the right response to the serpents (enemies) we encounter?
What does it mean to rely on the Spirit?
Where is true unity found?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
4/11
Psalms 91
4/12
Psalms 92-93
4/13
Psalms 94
4/14
Psalms 95
4/15
Psalms 96
4/16
Psalms 97
4/17
Psalms 98

Leviticus 8
Leviticus 9
Leviticus 10
Leviticus 11
Leviticus 12:1-13:28
Leviticus 13:29-59
Leviticus 14:1-32

Matthew 2
Matthew 3
Matthew 4:1-17
Matthew 4:18-5:12
Matthew 5:13-32
Matthew 5:33-6:4
Matthew 6:5-24

WEEKLY CATECHISM
Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of
it to us by his Holy Spirit.
Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and
thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.
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Announcements
Nursery coordinator/volunteers needed please see Cheryl or John if you are interested in helping out by
serving in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible.

National Day of Prayer Please save the date for Thursday May 6th Hope will participate in the National Day
of Prayer beginning at 6:30 p.m. at a location TBA. This year’s theme is “LORD POUR OUT YOUR LOVE, LIFE,
AND LIBERTY.” II Corinthians 3:17. This is the 70th Anniversary of the Day uniting Christians from all over the
country to come together beseeching God for our country namely national, state, and local governments, our
military, and law enforcement as well as families and friends.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please.
Everyone is welcome.

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join
us whether you can sew or not.
Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on April 22th at 7 PM.
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa
Kruger on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl
Straka for more information.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25
Sundays at the church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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