
“…as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God, 
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with 
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as 
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in 
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, 
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are 
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, 
responding from the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament 

whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our 
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a 
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith 
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that 
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be 
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: New Leader, Fresh Commitment. Covenant renewal is a fitting occasion when 
a new leader is appointed. Israel finds itself not only with a new leader but a new kind of 
leader—a king. So it is appropriate that both the new king, and the people understand their 
obligations to God. So they renew covenant, just as they did when Moses transferred leadership 
to Joshua in Deuteronomy, and when Joshua gave his farewell before his death (Jsh. 24). It is 
important for Israel, and her new king, to understand the nature of the covenant. The important 
thing for them to remember is that God is always king, and it is his terms of the covenant that 
must always be kept—even if the king tempts them otherwise. Since God is faithful to keep 
covenant, we must renew covenant with him by remaining faithful. 

 

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“‘In a society where people idolize choice, then keeping one’s options open as much as possible becomes the order 
of the day. Commitment to one cause or course of action therefore becomes a currency which is of diminishing 
value in most people’s eyes.’ Christians follow a Lord who requires and deserves total commitment. They are to 
swim against the tide of the surrounding culture. Thus in the twenty-first century covenant renewal is a bold 
counter-cultural act and a powerful testimony to a disintegrating culture. 

— David McKay, The Bond of Love: Covenant Theology and the Contemporary World 
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 111 
[Leader]: Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of 
the upright, in the congregation. 

[Congregation]: Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
[Leader]: Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 

[Congregation]: He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is 
gracious and merciful. 

[Leader]: He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
[Congregation]: He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 
inheritance of the nations. 

[Leader]: The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 
[Congregation]: they are established forever and ever, to be performed with 
faithfulness and uprightness. He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his 
covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! 

[Leader]: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever! 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE # 11    NOW BLESSED BE THE LORD OUR GOD   

  
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Deuteronomy 7:9–11 (ESV)  

9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10 and 
repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who 
hates him. He will repay him to his face. 11 You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment 
and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.  
  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from 
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all 
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we 
may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Deuteronomy 7:12–13 (ESV)  

12 “And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your God will keep 
with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 13 He will love you, 
bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, 
your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock, in the 
land that he swore to your fathers to give you.  
  
  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 500     ROCK OF AGES 

1 Rock of Ages cleft for me 
Let me hide myself in thee 
Let the water and the blood 
From thy wounded side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure 
Save from wrath and make me pure 
 
2 Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill thy law's demands 
Could my zeal no respite know 
Could my tears forever flow 
All for sin could not atone 
Thou must save and thou alone 

 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring 
Simply to the cross I cling 
Naked come to thee for dress 
Helpless look to thee for grace 
Foul I to the fountain fly 
Wash me Savior or I die 
 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath 
When mine eyes shall close in death 
When I soar to worlds unknown 
See thee on thy judgment throne 
Rock of Ages cleft for me 
Let me hide myself in thee 

CCLI Song # 40588   Augustus Montague Toplady | Thomas Hastings  © Words: Public Domain     Music: Public Domain:  For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com        CCLI License # 1116258 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— 2 Corinthians 7:8–13 (ESV)  
8 For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that 
that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, 
but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss 
through us.  

10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 
grief produces death. 11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also 
what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I 
wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who 
suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight 
of God. 13 Therefore we are comforted.  

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has 
been refreshed by you all.  
 

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION      SEEK YE FIRST* 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings 
Sermon Title: A Nation Divided Cannot Stand 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 12:1–25 (ESV)  
1 And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you have said to me and 
have made a king over you. 2 And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I am old and gray; 
and behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my youth until this day. 3 Here I 
am; testify against me before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose 
donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand 
have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.” 4 They 
said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man’s hand.” 5 And he 
said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you have 
not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.”  

6 And Samuel said to the people, “The LORD is witness, who appointed Moses and Aaron and 
brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with 
you before the LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and 
for your fathers. 8 When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your 
fathers cried out to the LORD and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of 
Egypt and made them dwell in this place. 9 But they forgot the LORD their God. And he sold them 
into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and 
into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them. 10 And they cried out to the LORD 
and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.’ 11 And the 
LORD sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your 
enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. 12 And when you saw that Nahash the king of the 
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the LORD 
your God was your king. 13 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have 
asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you. 14 If you will fear the LORD and serve him and obey 
his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who 
reigns over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the voice of 
the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against 
you and your king. 16 Now therefore stand still and see this great thing that the LORD will do before 
your eyes. 17 Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, that he may send thunder and 
rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of 
the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king.” 18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent 
thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.  

19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may 
not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” 20 And Samuel said 
to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that 
cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22 For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his 
great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, 
as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will 
instruct you in the good and the right way. 24 Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all 
your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you 
shall be swept away, both you and your king.”  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE # 585     TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE   

    
        

 BENEDICTION 
Numbers 6:24–26   

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;  
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  
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Sermon Notes:  

New Leader, Fresh Commitment 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 12:1-25 

How does Israel renew covenant? 

Samuel is judged faithful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahweh is judge faithful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now Saul and the People must be faithful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Since God is faithful to keep covenant, we must renew-covenant with him by remaining 
faithful. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Why does Samuel defend his faithfulness? 
2. What is a covenant?  
3. What is covenant-renewal?  
4. How does covenant-renewal apply corporately? What about individually?  

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
4/18 Psalms 99  Leviticus 14:33-57  Matthew 6:25-7:14 
4/19 Psalms 100-101  Leviticus 15  Matthew 7:15-8:4 
4/20 Psalms 102  Leviticus 16  Matthew 8:5-34 
4/21 Psalms 103  Leviticus 17  Matthew 9:1-17 
4/22 Psalms 104  Leviticus 18  Matthew 9:18-38 
4/23 Psalms 105  Leviticus 19  Matthew 10 
4/24 Psalms 106  Leviticus 20  Matthew 11 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 31. What is effectual calling? 
A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, 
enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth 
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel. 
Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life? 
A. They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and 
sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life do either accompany or flow from them. 
Q. 33. What is justification? 
A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us 
as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by 
faith alone. 
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Announcements 
 

Nursery coordinator/volunteers needed please see Cheryl or John if you are interested in helping out by 
serving in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible. 

National Day of Prayer Please save the date for Thursday May 6th Hope will participate in the National Day 
of Prayer beginning at 6:30 p.m. at a location TBA.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at 
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert 
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. 
Everyone is welcome.  

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third 
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth 
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2 
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter 
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. 
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.  

Hope Women 

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join 
us whether you can sew or not. 

Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast 
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois. 

Study Groups -  
The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every 
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on April 22th at 7 PM. 
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa 
Kruger on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl 
Straka for more information. 

 Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25 
Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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