HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
April 25, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.”

—1 Samuel 15:22

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God,
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom.
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands,
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged,
responding from the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament
whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: More Than Words and Actions. It seems the height of Sauls reign is behind
us, as God weighs the words and actions of Saul and finds them wanting. Saul had a high-point
in Ch. 11 when he defeats the enemies of God, and rightly attributes that victory to the Lord.
But he has repeatedly failed to deal with the problem of the Philistines. His anxious heart
betrays him when he fails to keep the appointment that God set for him, an act which seals his
destiny—his dynasty would not endure. Saul was given an important test, would he function
as “a king under God, or as a king in place of God” So where does Saul go wrong? Because God is
always just and righteous in His judgments, we must obey Him from the Heart.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“The difference between God’s judgment and ours is that while we tend to look at outward appearances, God
looks on the heart (16:7). God’s concern with any individual is primarily, although not exclusively, with the inner
motives and disposition of the heart (cf. Isa 29:13). By God’s standards, someone with impeccable behavior may
be rejected if there is no place in that person’s heart for God, while someone who miserably fails may be accepted
because the desire of his heart is to love and serve the Lord “
— J. Robert Vannoy

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]: And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 40:5-10
[Leader]: You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.
[Congregation]: In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me
an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
[Leader]: Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me:
[Congregation]: I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”
[Leader]: I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not
restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD.
[Congregation]: I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of
your faithfulness and your salvation;
[Leader]: I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great
congregation.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE #32

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Proverbs 21:3 (ESV)
3 To do righteousness and justice
is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, you have told us that “to obey is better than sacrifice” but we
have been content to offer you lip-service, for our words and actions have
seemed pious, but they have not been joined with hearts that are wholly devoted
to you. Forgive us for being double-minded; for being content with showing
respect to religion, and not obeying you from the heart. Help us by your Spirit to
walk in manner worthy of the Lord, from the heart. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Isaiah 1:18 (ESV)
18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 307

NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
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PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Matthew 9:10–13
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and
were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what
this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”


[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
HYMN OF PREPARATION # 591

JESUS CALLS US*

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY

Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: More Than Words and Actions.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 13:1–23 (ESV)
1 Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years over Israel,
2 Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and the hill
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country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people
he sent home, every man to his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garrison of the Philistines that was at
Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let
the Hebrews hear.” 4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the
Philistines, and also that Israel had become a stench to the Philistines. And the people were called
out to join Saul at Gilgal.
5 And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand
horsemen and troops like the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in
Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the
people were hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and in
tombs and in cisterns, 7 and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and
Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.
8 He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and
the people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the
peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt
offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What
have you done?” And Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you
did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I
said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the
LORD.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have
done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded
you. For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your
kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has
commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD
commanded you.” 15 And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up
after Saul to meet the army; they went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.
And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men. 16 And Saul
and Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them stayed in Geba of Benjamin, but
the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 And raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in
three companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18 another company
turned toward Beth-horon; and another company turned toward the border that looks down on the
Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.
19 Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the Philistines
said, “Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” 20 But every one of the Israelites went
down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, or his sickle, 21 and the
charge was two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares and for the mattocks, and a third of a shekel
for sharpening the axes and for setting the goads. 22 So on the day of the battle there was neither
sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and
Jonathan his son had them. 23 And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

More Than Words and Actions.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 13:1-23

Where does Saul go wrong?
A Provocation and Test?

It’s a Matter of the Heart.

Because God is always just and righteous in His Judgements, we must obey Him from the
Heart.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE # 590

JESUS, MASTER, WHOSE I AM

 BENEDICTION
Romans 15:13 (ESV)
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.

What happens to a garden when you don’t tend the weeds? How does this principle apply to
the Christian life?
Why does God test us? And how can we successfully pass these tests?
How should Saul have responded to Samuel’s question what have you done?
When it comes to obedience what does God care about above all else?

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/29
4/30
5/1

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

Psalms 107
Psalms 108
Psalms 109
Psalms 110-111
Psalms 112-113
Psalms 114-115
Psalms 116-117

Leviticus 21
Leviticus 22
Leviticus 23
Leviticus 24:1-25:7
Leviticus 25:8-55
Leviticus 26
Leviticus 27

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Matthew 12:1-21
Matthew 12:22-50
Matthew 13:1-23
Matthew 13:24-43
Matthew 13:44-58
Matthew 14
Matthew 15:1-31

Q. 34. What is adoption?
A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a
right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.
Q. 35. What is sanctification?
A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto
righteousness.
Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification?
A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and
sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost,
increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.
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Announcements
Nursery volunteers needed please see Marcia if you are interested in helping out by serving in the nursery.
You must complete a background before you are eligible.
National Day of Prayer will be held on Thursday, May 6th beginning at 6:30 at Mercatili/Segilia Park, 4046
Birney Ave, Moosic, PA. Invite family and friends to come and join others from the community to pray for
America, our families, military, government, etc. This year’s theme is, Lord Pour Out Your Love, Life, and
Liberty. II Corinth 3:17. Look for the red, white and blue balloons.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please.
Everyone is welcome.

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons.
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet May 8th at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join
us whether you can sew or not.
Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois.

Study Groups The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on May 19th at 7 PM.
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa
Kruger on Saturday, May 22nd @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl
Straka for more information.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25
Sundays at the church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.7460  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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