
“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”  
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of our God, 
through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), with 
deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as 
the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to engage in 
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 
12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, 
eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are 
no passive worshipers, just sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, 
responding from the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a sacrament 

whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body and blood to nourish our 
faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and resurrection, the sacrament being a 
means of grace builds us up in the faith. We welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith 
in Jesus Christ and who have been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that 
you not participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be 
baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

Sermon Theme: Easter Sunday: In Him is True Life Found. We search and search for purpose and 
meaning in life. We spend countless hours in the gym and in front of the mirror to counteract the decay 
our bodies undergo each day as we creep towards the grave.  We want life; we want to live long and soak 
up all the zest life can give us. But everything we try never really gets us to that point where we say, “this 
is true life.” But over two thousand years ago, Jesus, a first-century Jewish man, claimed he was true life. 
Then he died a perfect person, for sins he never committed—all so He could give that life to you. As We 
turn this resurrection Sunday to John’s Gospel, we ask the question, what did Jesus’ resurrection do? Then 
as we look closely at John’s account, we see that Jesus’ Resurrection conquered death, begins the new 
creation, and reconciles us to the Father. We must believe that Jesus rose from the dead because only 
in Him can we have true life. 

  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The story of Jesus’ death and resurrection in John’s Gospel is told more from divine perspective, a perspective 
that speaks of God’s aching love for the world that can only be satisfied by offering the greatest gift of all—his 
son. John’s Gospel teaches us the importance of retraining our sight to see the world not as it appears to us, but as 
it appears to God—a world that to us can seem cruel and hopeless, but to God is one that calls out for love and 
transformation.” 

— Paula Gooder  
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
[Leader]: He is Risen! 
 [Congregation]: He is Risen indeed! 
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 28:6-9 
[Leader]: Blessed be the LORD! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.  

[Congregation]: The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I 
am helped;  

[Leader]: My heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.  
[Congregation]: Blessed be the LORD! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

[Leader]: Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! Be their shepherd and carry them forever.  
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
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 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE #277    CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY   

   
CONFESSION OF SIN 
John 20:30–31  

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  

  
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, there is no greater sin than unbelief. You have given us 
abundant evidence that Jesus rose from the dead, yet this truth has not 
transformed the ways that we live. We confess that sometimes we look for life 
apart from Jesus who is resurrection life. Our lack of trust, and our disobedience 
are all products of our failure to believe your word. Lord we believe, help our 
unbelief. Through our living savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
1 John 5:13–15  

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests that we have asked of him.  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #266             COME YE FAITHFUL RAISE THE STRAIN 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
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CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Apostles Creed 
[Leader]: Christian what do you Believe? 

[Congregation]: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried, He descended into hell, on the third day He rose again from the dead, 
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead; 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
RECEIVE NEW MEMBERS 

KRISTEN BRADLEY; DYLAN, BROOKLYN, PRESTON, VICTORY, SAMUEL, LUCIUS, & 
CHARITY 
DAVE & JENNY BROCK; GRACE 
MIKE & BRISTI MENCHI, ELLIE 
THOMAS KREWSON 

PRAYER FOR NEW MEMBERS 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— 1 John 5:1–12  
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born 
of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who 
is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are 
three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the 
testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 
concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever 
does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has 
borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life.  

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION     IN CHRIST ALONE*

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 

© 2001 Thankyou Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1116258 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Series: Holy Week  
Sermon Title: In Him is True Life Found! 
Scripture: John 19:38–20:18  

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he 
came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the 
body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which 
no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close 
at hand, they laid Jesus there.  
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1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other 
disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.  

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 
12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and 
one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—
and that he had said these things to her.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

In Him is True Life Found! 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor 
Scripture: John 19:38-20:18 

What does Jesus’ resurrection do? 

Jesus’ resurrection conquers death. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ resurrection begins the new creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ resurrection reconciles us to the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

We must believe that Jesus rose from the dead because only in Him can we have true life. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  COME BEHOLD THE WONDROUS MYSTERY  

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE      BECAUSE HE LIVES

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

CCLI Song 
# 16880 

© 1971 Hanna Street Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1116258 
 
 
 

 BENEDICTION 
Hebrews 13:20–21  

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that 
you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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Sermon Discussion Question 

 
1. What three things does Jesus’ Resurrection do? 
2. What are some practical reasons these are important for the Christian life?  
3. What does the phrase already/ but-not-yet mean?  
4. Name three benefits that we receive from our union with Christ (see Shorter catechism 

questions #32)? 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
 

WEEKLY CATECHISM 
 
Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation? 
A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third day, in ascending up 
into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the 
last day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4/4 Psalms 149-150  Exodus 12:1-14  Luke 24:1-12 
4/5 Psalms 98  Exodus 13:3-16  Luke 24:13-49 
4/6 Psalms 103  Exodus 15:1-21  Matthew 28 
4/7 Psalms 97  Ezekiel 37:1-14  Acts 2:22-36 
4/8 Psalms 146  Jeremiah 31:10-14  Acts 3:12-4:12 
4/9 Psalms 136  Zephaniah 3:14-20  Acts 13:26-41 
4/10 Psalms 145  Daniel 12  Philippians 3:7-21 
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Announcements 
 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at 
their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert 
Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or call 410-227-8447. Mask please. 
Everyone is welcome.  

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First and third 
Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth 
Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying 2 
Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. Each quarter 
it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. 
Next meeting postponed one week and will meet April 10th at 9 AM.  

Hope Women 

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: April 10, May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join 
us whether you can sew or not. 

Women’s 1-Day Retreat on May 1 starting at 9:00 at the church. Cost $15.00 for continental breakfast 
and lunch. Registration April 4-18. See Beverly or Lois. 

Study Groups -  
The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will meets every 
other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on April 8th at 7 PM. 
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests by Melissa 
Kruger on Saturday, April 24th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are available. Please see Cheryl 
Straka for more information. 

 Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school will begin again on April 11th for children preK-6th grade. These will meet during the 
Sunday school hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

 

 



APRIL 4, 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Flowers that Grace our Sanctuary this Easter  

 

In Memory of our Parents......................................................The Barnes Family 

In Memory of Ken Bixler.........................................................Kathy Bixler & Kay Denesevich 

In Honor of Declan Bixler........................................................Kathy Bixler & Kay Denesevich 

In Honor of Sandra Lindemuth...............................................The Lindemuth Girls 

In Memory of David and Joanne Jones...................................The Lindemuth Girls 

In Memory of Skip Lindemuth................................................The Lindemuth Girls 

In Memory of George Lutz......................................................The Rogers Family 

In Memory of Eleanor Lutz......................................................The Rogers Family 

In Memory of Doris Lutz..........................................................The Rogers Family 

In Memory of Ryan Cadotte....................................................Mary Ann McGuire 

In Memory of Pfc Daniel James Straka....................................The Straka Family 

In Honor of Ruth Zale..............................................................Matt and Kathy Zale 

In Memory of Dr. Anthony Zale...............................................Matt and Kathy Zale 
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elders 
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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