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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 

our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

Sermon Theme: Break up the Fallow Ground of Your Hearts and Hear. As we 
looked last week at the purpose of parables, and saw that Jesus used these simple 
stories as tools to both reveal the mysteries of the kingdom and conceal them. For 
beneath an inability to understand lies human hearts that are hardened. Part of 
that lies in the secret plans of God, a judicial hardening, but as we see when we 
look at the parable of the sower from Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 today, we will find 
that we also have a moral obligation to respond to the Word that we hear. The 
question then is, what kind of hearer are you?  
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PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
[Leader]: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 115:1-9 
[Leader]: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness! Why should the nations say, “Where is their 
God?”  

[Congregation]: Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 
     [Leader]: Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. 

[Congregation]: They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, 
but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their 
throat. Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in 
them. 

   [Leader]: O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield. 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE #659     LET US PRAISE GOD TOGETHER 

      
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Isaiah 30:8–11 (ESV)  
8 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet  

and inscribe it in a book,  
that it may be for the time to come  

as a witness forever.  
9 For they are a rebellious people,  

lying children,  
children unwilling to hear  

the instruction of the LORD;  
10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,”  
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and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right;  
speak to us smooth things,  

prophesy illusions,  
11 leave the way, turn aside from the path,  

let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.”  
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you have spoken to us in your Word, yet we 
have stopped up our ears so as not to hear. We have been slow to 
listen to all that you have commanded us, turning aside to do our 
own will. Forgive us Lord. Give us ears to hear, and eyes to see, and 
hearts ready to do your will. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Isaiah 30:18 (ESV)  
18 Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you,  

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you.  
For the LORD is a God of justice;  

blessed are all those who wait for him.  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #455     AND CAN IT BE 

   
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Jeremiah 4:3–4 (ESV)  

3 For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:  

“Break up your fallow ground,  
and sow not among thorns.  

4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD;  
remove the foreskin of your hearts,  
O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem;  
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lest my wrath go forth like fire,  
and burn with none to quench it,  
because of the evil of your deeds.”  

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #338  SPIRIT OF GOD DESCEND UPON MY HEART * 
 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: The Parables of jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: To Reveal, and to Conceal  
Scripture: Matthew 13:10–17  

10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in 
parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, 
more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 
14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:  
“ ‘ “You will indeed hear but never understand,  

and you will indeed see but never perceive.”  
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,  

and with their ears they can barely hear,  
and their eyes they have closed,  

lest they should see with their eyes  
and hear with their ears  

and understand with their heart  
and turn, and I would heal them.’  

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I 
say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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Sermon Notes:  

Break Up the Fallow Ground of Your Hearts and 
Hear. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 13:10-17 
 
What type of hearer are you? 
You hear but you don't listen 
 
 
 
 
 
You hear but its a hard word to hear 
 
 
 
 
 
You hear, but other words are stronger 
 
 
 
 
 
You hear and you understand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God’s word is powerful, we must prepare our hearts to receive the word 
of God.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE #672     TRUST AND OBEY 
            

 BENEDICTION 
Matthew 13:16–17  

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I 
say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.  
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Sermon Discussion Question 

1. If God is Sovereign over salvation than how is it that we are still responsible to 
respond to the Gospel? 

2. Why is the sower indiscriminate in his sowing of the Word of God? 
3. Have you had periods of unfruitfulness in your life where you didn’t hear the 

word? What do you think caused that? Was it your own hardness of heart, or a 
desire to avoid suffering, or the entanglements of the world? 

4. What are some ways that we can prepare our hearts to receive the Word of 
God? 
 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
5/16 Psalms 128-129  Numbers 14  Matthew 24:15-51 
5/17 Psalms 130-131  Numbers 15  Matthew 25:1-30 
5/18 Psalms 132  Numbers 16  Matthew 25:31-46 
5/19 Psalms 133-134  Numbers 17  Matthew 26:1-35 
5/20 Psalms 135  Numbers 18  Matthew 26:36-56 
5/21 Psalms 136  Numbers 19  Matthew 26:57-75 
5/22 Psalms 48  Joel 2:21-32  Romans 8 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 41. Wherein is the moral law summarily comprehended? 
A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in the ten commandments. 
Q. 42. What is the sum of the ten commandments? 
A. The sum of the ten commandments is, to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
Announcements 

 
SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm    

Sunday, June 6 – Host home needed!  

Sunday, July 18 – Host home needed!  

Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship  

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible).  Folks bring their own 
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs.  Paper products 
and beverages are provided.  Please let Lois Schwartz know if you are interested in 
being a host home for the June or July picnic. 

Nursery volunteers needed please see Marcia if you are interested in helping out by serving 
in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and 
streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or 
call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.  

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical 
masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet June 5th at 9 AM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 16, 2021 

Announcements 
 

Hope Women 

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: May 15, June 12 at 10:00 at the church. 
Join us whether you can sew or not. 

Study Groups -  
The discussion on the book, Identity Theft; Reclaiming the Truth of Our Identity in Christ will 
meets every other Thursday at Kristen Bradley’s home. The next meeting is on May 19th 
at 7 PM. 
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests 
by Melissa Kruger on Saturday, May 22nd @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are 
available. Please see Cheryl Straka for more information. 

PCA Women’s Bible Study - Summer 2021. The study will be What’s SHE Doing Here? The 
Messy Women in Jesus’s Genealogy, written by Susan Tyner and produced by CDM. If you are 
interested in joining this study, order a book before May 13. Money can be given to Beverly 
Barnes till May 16. The cost (between $13.99 - $16.99)will be determined by how many 
women sign up. The study will include the daily lessons in the book along with access to 
weekly encouragement emails, a weekly teaching video lesson, and group discussions. The 
time for the group meetings will be determined after all sign ups. 

  

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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