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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: The Kingdoms Reach. We are tempted as we look around us to 
be defeatists in our outcome of world history. Conditioned as we all are to view 
the church as weak and insignificant, as the world sees us, we adopt views that 
simply do not square with scripture. As Jesus continues to describe the kingdom of 
God in his parables from Matthew 13, he shows the true nature of the reach of the 
kingdom of God. In the parable of the Mustard seed and Leaven Jesus elaborates 
on the unstoppable reach of the kingdom of God, both in the hearts of those who 
have submitted to the Lordship of Christ, and through them to the ends of the 
earth. Because the reach and reign of the kingdom of God is unstoppable, we 
must live like Christ will be victorious in our hearts and in the World.  

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The church hath hitherto been gasping in the fire and in the water. She has lived, but as wrapped 
in a winding-sheet. The saints under the altar have cried a long time for the vengeance of the 
temple to recompense their blood. There is a time when this Lazarus, that hath lain begging at 
the door of the rich and mighty, shall be mounted up to a better state. Sion shall enjoy a 
resurrection, and fling off all badges of a funeral, for ‘the Highest himself shall establish her.’ “ 

 — Stephen Charnock, A Discourse of the Church’s Stability 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]:  And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 72:1-11 
[Leader]:  Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness 

to the royal son! May he judge your people with 
righteousness, and your poor with justice!  

[Congregation]:  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness!  

[Leader]:  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 
deliverance to the children of the needy, and crush the 
oppressor!  

[Congregation]:  May they fear you while the sun endures, and as 
long as the moon, throughout all generations!  

[Leader]:  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like 
showers that water the earth! In his days may the 
righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 
more!  

[Congregation]:  May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the 
River to the ends of the earth!  
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[Leader]:  May desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies 
lick the dust! May the kings of Tarshish and of the 
coastlands render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba 
and Seba bring gifts!  

[together]:  May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve 
him!  

 
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE       NOW UNTO JEHOVAH

  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

  
   

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Hebrews 6:7–8 (ESV)  

7 Land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to 
those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears 
thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be 
burned.  
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, too often, our faith has been too small. We have 
doubted your ability to overcome evil, both in our hearts and in the 
world around us. We cry out, “We believe, help our unbelief!” Grant 
Father that we may trust more fully in your very great and 
precious promises. That we may believe that the gates of hell will 
not prevail against us; and that Christ as our king will be 
victorious. May your kingdom come, and you will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Through Jesus Christ our King, Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Hebrews 6:9 (ESV)  

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things—things that belong to salvation.  
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING       MY HEART IS FILLED WITH THANKFULNESS

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Daniel 2:31–45 

31 “You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of 
exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32 The 
head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs 
of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 As you looked, 
a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and 
clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and 
the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer 
threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be 
found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth.  

36 “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O king, 
the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and 
the might, and the glory, 38 and into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, 
the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making you 
rule over them all—you are the head of gold. 39 Another kingdom inferior to you 
shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the 
earth. 40 And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to 
pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all 
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these. 41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it 
shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw iron mixed with the soft clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and 
partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 As you saw the 
iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but they will 
not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of those 
kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall 
the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and 
bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was 
cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the 
bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king 
what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 

 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION # 369          SHOUT FOR THE BLESSED JESUS REIGNS * 

 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: The Kingdom’s Reach  
Scripture: Matthew 13:31–33 (ESV)  

31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of 
all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  

33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
Sermon Notes:  

The Kingdom’s Reach 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 13:31-33 
 
What is the Nature of the Kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
It starts small and ends big 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Its presence grows more and more pervasive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because the reach and reign of the kingdom of God is unstoppable, we must live 
like Christ will be victorious in our hearts and in the World.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE         
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

    
 BENEDICTION 
Numbers 6:24–26 (ESV)  

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;  
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  
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Sermon Discussion Question 

1. How do you view the flow of history with regards to the church? 
2. How is the nature of the kingdom of God subversive? 
3. In what sense is the kingdom of God pervasive? 
4. How does understanding the nature of the kingdom of God, and its 

development in history, affect how we live in the present? 

 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

5/23 Psalms 133  Ezekiel 47:1-12  John 7:37-39 
5/24 Psalms 137  Numbers 20  Matthew 27:1-26 
5/25 Psalms 138  Numbers 21  Matthew 27:27-56 
5/26 Psalms 139  Numbers 22  Matthew 27:57-28:20 
5/27 Psalms 140  Numbers 23  Hebrews 1 
5/28 Psalms 141  Numbers 24  Hebrews 2 
5/29 Psalms 142  Numbers 25:1-26:22  Hebrews 3 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 43. What is the preface to the ten commandments? 
A. The preface to the ten commandments is in these words, I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 
Q. 44. What doth the preface to the ten commandments teach us? 
A. The preface to the ten commandments teacheth us, that because God is the 
Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his 
commandments. 
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Announcements 
 

Vacation Bible School 

“Mystery Island” VBS on July 12-16 (Mon thru Fri) at 5:45 to 8:15PM.  There will 
be a simple supper each night starting at 5:15PM. If you have volunteered to help, 
or would like too, please come to an informational meeting after the service on 
June 16th (bring a lunch).  
 

SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm    

Sunday, June 6 – Host home needed!  

Sunday, July 18 – David & Claudia Sharp 

Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship  

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible).  Folks bring their own 
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs.  Paper products 
and beverages are provided.  Please let Lois Schwartz know if you are interested in 
being a host home for the June or July picnic. 

Nursery volunteers needed please see Marcia if you are interested in helping out by serving 
in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church, and 
streamed via Zoom.  

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or 
call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.  

Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet June 5th at 9 AM for Breakfast 
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Announcements 
 

Hope Women 

Sewing dates for Samaritan Purse dresses and bags: June 12 at 10:00 at the church. Join us 
whether you can sew or not. 

Study Groups -  
Book study, Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests 
by Melissa Kruger on Saturday, June 19th @ 10:00 a.m. here at the church. Books are 
available. Please see Cheryl Straka for more information. There will be no study for the 
Summer months but will resume again in September. 

PCA Women’s Bible Study - Summer 2021. You are still able to join the study What’s SHE 
Doing Here? The Messy Women in Jesus’s Genealogy, written by Susan Tyner and produced 
by CDM. See Beverly Barnes for information on how to register and order a book. The 
study will include the daily lessons in the book along with access to weekly encouragement 
emails, a weekly teaching video lesson, and group discussions. Those who have already 
registered will hear shortly as to the times for discussion gatherings.  

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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