HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
June 27, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
—Matthew 6:21

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced
and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: Social Justice and the Evil Eye. What is social justice? You will
often have as many answers to that as there are people. And given our culture
commitment to relativism, and the right for everyone to have their own “truth,”
how is the Christian to answer someone who asks them what social justice is? The
question really is What is biblical justice? As we look today at Matthew 20:1-16
and the Parable of the Laborers, Jesus upsets our notions of justice. Set in the
context of discussions with His disciples over status, wealth, and discipleship
Jesus gives the parable of the laborers. By doing so he calls us to realign our
priorities according to the kingdom of God. For our standard measures of value
and justice often are driven by envy rather than the goodness and justice of God.
Because God is Just, we must not envy others but align our priorities according
to the Kingdom of God.
Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“If men of wealth control the state, the law becomes their tool to subjugate the poor and to make
them poorer. If poor men control the state, the law then is used to rob the rich and all
hardworking men to support those who want to live on the proceeds of robbery. In the one case it
is called the maintenance of the social order, and in the other it is called social justice and social
welfare, but in both cases it is robbery. And today, because God’s righteousness is despised, the
nations of the world are becoming robber states and lands without justice.“
— R. J. Rushdoony, Law and Liberty

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 106:1-5
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is
good, for his steadfast love endures forever!
Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, or
declare all his praise?
Blessed are they who observe justice, who do
righteousness at all times!
Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to
your people; help me when you save them,
that I may look upon the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation, that I
may glory with your inheritance.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE #381

BRETHREN WE HAVE MET TO WORSHIP

 CONFESSION OF SIN
Isaiah 59:14–15 (ESV)
14 Justice is turned back,
and righteousness stands far away;
for truth has stumbled in the public squares,
and uprightness cannot enter.
15 Truth is lacking,
and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.
The LORD saw it, and it displeased him
that there was no justice.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Almighty God, we have to often given way before the
wicked, learning from them to call evil good. Please forgive us for
adopting the worlds standards of justice. Teach us O Lord, to love
what you love, and hate what you hate. Keep our church and
denomination from adopting worldly so-called social justice. Help
us as a community to embody biblical Justice by loving your word
and putting it into practice. Work in us that which is pleasing in
your sight. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Isaiah 59:15–16 (ESV)
The LORD saw it, and it displeased him
that there was no justice.
16 He saw that there was no man,
and wondered that there was no one to intercede;
then his own arm brought him salvation,
and his righteousness upheld him.
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HIS MERCY IS MORE

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Ecclesiastes 8:14–15 (ESV)
14 There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to
whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people
to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is
vanity. 15 And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat
and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life
that God has given him under the sun.



[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
HYMN OF PREPARATION
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GREAT IS THE LORD *

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered
Sermon Title: Treasuring God.
Scripture: Matthew 20:1–16 (ESV)
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them,
‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of
them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they
would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it
they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and
go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what
I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last
will be first, and the first last.”
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

Social Justice and the Evil Eye
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16
What is Biblical Justice?
Biblical Justice is not envious

Biblical Justice is paradoxical

Because God is Just, we must not envy others but align our priorities according to
the Kingdom of God.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE #38

IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE GOD ONLY WISE

 BENEDICTION
Jude 24–25 (ESV)
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Sermon Discussion Question
1. What is the difference between biblical justice and “social justice”?
2. How is the sin of envy a root problem with the social justice movement?
3. How does the parable of the laborers speak to the issue of social justice?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/30
7/1
7/2
7/3

Psalms 26
Psalms 27
Psalms 28
Psalms 29
Psalms 30
Psalms 31
Psalms 32

Joshua 20
Joshua 21
Joshua 22
Joshua 23
Joshua 24
Judges 1
Judges 2

Revelation 9
Revelation 10
Revelation 11
Revelation 12
Revelation 13
Revelation 14
Revelation 15

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 53. Which is the third commandment?
A. The third commandment is, Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Q. 54. What is required in the third commandment?
A. The third commandment requireth the holy and reverent use of God’s names,
titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, and works.

Announcements
Corporate Prayer
Join us after service for a time of corporate prayer.
Vacation Bible School
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
—Matthew 6:21

“Mystery Island” VBS on July 12-16 (Mon thru Fri) at 5:45 to 8:15PM. There will
be a simple supper each night starting at 5:15PM.
SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm
Sunday, July 18 – David & Claudia Sharp
Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship
The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible). Folks bring their own
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs. Paper products
and beverages are provided.
Nursery volunteers needed please see Marcia if you are interested in helping out by serving
in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:
Barnes’ Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D.
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey of Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac com or
call 410-227-8447. Mask please. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224)
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-9476452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome .
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church.
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity.
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet July 10th at 9 AM.
Hope Women
Women’s Retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. Registration is due to Lois by
June 27th with a $30 deposit. Space is limited so register early.
Study Groups PCA Women’s Bible Study - Summer 2021. There are 2 groups gathering together at the
church for this study starting June 9. One meets Wednesdays at 10:00 am, the other meets
Wednesdays at 6:30pm. You are still able to join the study What’s SHE Doing Here? The
Messy Women in Jesus’s Genealogy, written by Susan Tyner and produced by CDM. See
Beverly Barnes for information on how to register and order a book.
Children & Youth Ministry:
Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org
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