HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
July 11, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

—Matthew 6:21

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced
and indented:
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation] And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: Because You Have Been Forgiven Much. Forgiveness, everyone
wants it, but many find it hard to give. Peter asks Jesus a question that many have
wondered how often should I forgive someone when they sin against me? As Jesus
often does, he answers the question with a story. The parable of the unforgiving
servant is a story of forgiveness. It’s a story of God’s forgiveness of us, and call for
us to respond as he has. Because God has forgiven us, we must forgive others.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“ Anytime someone counts the number of times he has extended forgiveness, then there is no true
forgiveness. If you forgave your brother from your heart each time he sinned against you, each
instance would seem like the first time…Jesus assumes the other person is sinning against you. He
assumes the other person is wrong seven times, seventy-seven times, or four hundred and ninety
times. But if you are counting, then you are not forgiving.
— Jim Wilson, How to Be Free from Bitterness

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 65:1-5
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows
be performed.
O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come.
When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our
transgressions.
Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to
dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the
goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!
By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O
God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE #372

PRAISE WAITS FOR THEE IN ZION

 CONFESSION OF SIN
Matthew 5:43–48 (ESV)
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you
love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as
your heavenly Father is perfect.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, we want your forgiveness, but we struggle to
give it to others. We have to often loved those who are easy to love
and given surface level forgiveness. We are blinded by our own
filthy righteousness and often find ourselves judging others for
their sins in spite of our own lengthy record of transgression. Help
us to love those who hate us, and do good to those who persecute
us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Matthew 7:7–8 (ESV)
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to
the one who knocks it will be opened.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

GOD OF GRACE
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Ephesians 4:25–32 (ESV)
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with
his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not
let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the
thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands,
so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting
talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along
with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave you.



[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!
HYMN OF PREPARATION #652
SAVIOR TEACH ME DAY BY DAY*

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered
Sermon Title: Because We Have Been Forgiven Much.
Scripture: Matthew 18:21–35 (ESV)
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do
not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to
be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he
began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on
you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all
his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother from your heart.”
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]: Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

Because We Have Been Forgiven Much.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35

What have we been forgiven—everything.

What must we forgive—everything.

Because God has forgiven us, we must forgive others.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE #530

LORD I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN

 BENEDICTION
Jude 24–25 (ESV)
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Sermon Discussion Question

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why is understanding your debt important for your Christian life?
What moved the king to forgive the servant?
How did Jesus demonstrate that same compassion in his ministry?
Is Jesus teaching works righteousness? Why, or why not?
How does this parable relate to the indicative/imperative of Paul?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING
7/5
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/11

Psalms 34
Psalms 35
Psalms 36
Psalms 37
Psalms 38
Psalms 39
Psalms 34

Judges 4
Judges 5
Judges 6:1-35
Judges 6:36-7:25
Judges 8
Judges 9:1-21
Judges 4

Revelation 17
Revelation 18
Revelation 19
Revelation 20
Revelation 21
Revelation 22
Revelation 17

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 57. Which is the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservent, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.
Q. 58. What is required in the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set times as he
hath appointed in his Word; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy sabbath
to himself.
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

—Matthew 6:21

Announcements
Corporate Prayer
Join us after service for a time of corporate prayer.

Vacation Bible School

“Mystery Island” VBS on July 12-16 (Mon thru Fri) at 5:45 to 8:15PM. There will
be a simple supper each night starting at 5:15PM.

SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm

Sunday, July 18 –David and Claudia Sharp will host our church picnic on Sunday,
July 18, on the Kirby House grounds in Mountain Top. Please bring the following:
• Meat to grill or sandwiches for your family
• A side dish OR dessert to share
• Lawn Chairs
• Towels (if you plan to use the pool)
Beverages and paper goods are provided. Please join us!
Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible). Folks bring their own
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs. Paper products
and beverages are provided.

Nursery volunteers needed please see Marcia if you are interested in helping out by serving
in the nursery. You must complete a background before you are eligible.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D.
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224)
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-9476452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church.
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity.
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet August 7th at 9 AM.
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Hope Women
Women’s Retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House.
Study Groups -

PCA Women’s Bible Study - Summer 2021. There are 2 groups gathering together at the
church for this study starting June 9. One meets Wednesdays at 10:00 am, the other meets
Wednesdays at 6:30pm. You are still able to join the study What’s SHE Doing Here? The
Messy Women in Jesus’s Genealogy, written by Susan Tyner and produced by CDM. See
Beverly Barnes for information on how to register and order a book.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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