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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Performance Over Promise. The relationship between what we 
say and what we do has always been a battle. Sanctification consists of living in 
congruity with who we are as new creatures in Christ. But sadly, we lose this 
battle when we settle for appearing to be righteous, without matching it with 
actual righteous obedience. The same problem happened in the church in Jesus’ 
time. But as we look at the parable of the Two Sons from Matthew 21:28-32 we 
see Jesus expose this kind of thinking. The question is who goes into the kingdom 
of God? The religious leaders of Jesus day were confident that their pious words, 
and the appearance of godliness would be enough. But Jesus rebukes them 
because tax collectors and prostitutes where the ones making it before them. 
Because God cares little for appearances, we must obey God in actions. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The conventionally religious who cause no scandal and go through the outward motions of 
religious observances can fail to respond to the demand for wholehearted repentance and 
complete dedication to the service of God that Jesus demanded.” 

—Leon  Morris, Pillar New Testament Commentary on Matthew 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 24:3-6 
[Leader]:  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall 

stand in his holy place? 
[Congregation]:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does 

not lift up his soul to what is false and does not 
swear deceitfully. 

[Leader]:  He will receive blessing from the LORD and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

[Together]:  Such is the generation of those who seek him, who 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE  COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP
 

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Matthew 6:1 (ESV)  
1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.  
 
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, because we judge by appearances, we think you 
must too. So we try to look the part; we put on a show so that 
others won’t see our hypocrisy. But you see O Lord, for there is 
nothing we can hide from you. Forgive us for self-righteousness; 
forgive us for practicing righteousness so others would see. Help us 
to make our lives match our profession of faith. And cleanse us 
from hypocrisy, so that we may bring glory to you. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Matthew 6:4b (ESV)  

4b Your Father who sees in secret will reward you.   
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     CHRIST DIED FOR US 

(Performed by the kids of VBS)    
      

 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
 SCRIPTURE LESSON— James 2:14–26 (ESV)  

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking 
in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  
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18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith 
apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that 
God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to 
be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 
works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see 
that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was 
not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers 
and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, 
so also faith apart from works is dead.  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 

 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION #334   BREATHE ON ME, BREATH OF GOD * 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: Performance Over Promises 
Scripture: Matthew 21:28–32 (ESV)  

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said 
the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 
afterward change your minds and believe him.   
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Performance Over Promises. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 21:28-32 

Who will go into the Kingdom of God? 

Will those who appear unrighteous, but repent? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or will those who appear righteous, but are not, and refuse to repent? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because God cares little for appearances, we must obey God in actions. 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE     CHANGE MY HEART OH GOD 

    



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 BENEDICTION 
Numbers 6:24–26 (ESV)  

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;  
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

Sermon Discussion Question 
1. Why does Jesus tell this parable? 
2. What is the difference between these two sons, which represent two types of 

responses to God?  
3. What about the response of the first son, which represents the tax collectors 

and prostitutes enabled them to enter the kingdom of God?  
4. What about the response of the second son, which represents the religious 

elites kept them from entering the kingdom of God? 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

7/18 Psalms 47  Judges 16  2 Thessalonians 3 
7/19 Psalms 48  Judges 17-18  Galatians 1 
7/20 Psalms 49  Judges 19  Galatians 2 
7/21 Psalms 50  Judges 20  Galatians 3 
7/22 Psalms 51  Judges 21  Galatians 4 
7/23 Psalms 52  Ruth 1  Galatians 5 
7/24 Psalms 53-54  Ruth 2  Galatians 6 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly sabbath? 
A. From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, God appointed the 
seventh day of the week to be the weekly sabbath; and the first day of the week ever 
since, to continue to the end of the world, which is the Christian sabbath. 
Q. 60. How is the sabbath to be sanctified? 
A. The sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, even from such 
worldly employments and recreations as are lawful on other days; and spending 
the whole time in the public and private exercises of God’s worship, except so 
much as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and mercy. 
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Announcements 
 

Corporate Prayer 

Corporate prayer will be at the picnic this afternoon (see below) 

SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm    

Sunday, July 18 –David and Claudia Sharp will host our church picnic on Sunday, 
July 18, on the Kirby House grounds in Mountain Top.  Please bring the following:  
• Meat to grill or sandwiches for your family 
• A side dish OR dessert to share 
• Lawn Chairs 
• Towels (if you plan to use the pool) 
Beverages and paper goods are provided.  Please join us! 
 

Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship  

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible).  Folks bring their own 
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs.  Paper products 
and beverages are provided.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or 
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet August 7th at 9 AM. 

Hope Women 

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135 and the 
speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from Philippians with us 
during the weekend. Money is due by September 5. 

Study Groups -  

PCA Women’s Summer Study - We are reading the book What’s SHE Doing Here, by Susan 
Tyner. There are 2 groups meeting on Wednesdays, one at 10:00am and the other at 6:30 
pm. If interested see Lois Schwartz about the 10:00 one and Beverly Barnes about the 6:30 
one.   

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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