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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 
and say congregation: 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.   

 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Responding to His Word in Obedience. The grand sweep of 
salvation history laid out for us in the scriptures, Jesus manages to reduce to one 
little story of just a few verses. In Matthew 21 the authority of Jesus is challenged 
by the religious leaders. And as we saw last week Jesus looked at the appearance 
of the religious leaders and found them to be wanting. He then levels a judicial 
charge against them that would foreshadow his own death, sealing their 
condemnation. But it’s lesson, rooted in the particular context of 1st century 
Palestine during the ministry of Jesus, is nevertheless timeless in its call to 
examine whether we have been willing to accept God’s call to bare fruit, or are 
pursuing our own agenda’s. Because God expects fruit from his people, we must 
respond to his word in obedience.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“When God speaks, we are obligated to believe him and obey him. The whole Bible is a story of 
God’s speaking and man’s responding to his word, either in obedience or disobedience. The fall is 
a story of human beings disobeying God’s word and the consequences of that. But through history 
God sends his word again and again. Sometimes people believe and obey, as when Noah built the 
ark and when Abraham left his home country. Other times people disobey and suffer the 
consequences. At every point, the word of God is the issue. The main question is whether people 
will hear, understand, and obey.” 

—John Frame, Salvation Belongs to the Lord 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 118:19-24 
[Leader]:  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter 

through them and give thanks to the LORD. 
[Congregation]:  I thank you that you have answered me and have 

become my salvation. 
[Leader]:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in 
our eyes. 

[Together]:  This is the day that the LORD has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE        THIS IS THE DAY
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 CONFESSION OF SIN 
Matthew 3:7–10 (ESV)  

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
 
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, You have called us to bear fruit, but when you 
came looking for it you found wild grapes—fruit not fit for your 
kingdom. We confess that we have followed to much the desires 
and devices of our own hearts; not loving what you love and hating 
what you hate. We have rejected your call for repentance, and have 
chased after idols instead. O Lord cleanse us from sin, and work in 
us that which is pleasing in your sight. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Psalm 30:11–12 (ESV)  

11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;  
you have loosed my sackcloth  
and clothed me with gladness,  

12 that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.  
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!  

 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #467   WONDERFUL GRACE OF JESUS  
 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON— Isaiah 5:1–7 (ESV)  
1 Let me sing for my beloved  

my love song concerning his 
vineyard:  

My beloved had a vineyard  
on a very fertile hill.  

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,  
and planted it with choice vines;  

he built a watchtower in the midst of 
it,  

and hewed out a wine vat in it;  
and he looked for it to yield grapes,  

but it yielded wild grapes.  

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem  
and men of Judah,  

judge between me and my vineyard.  
4 What more was there to do for my 

vineyard,  
that I have not done in it?  

When I looked for it to yield grapes,  
why did it yield wild grapes?  

5 And now I will tell you  
what I will do to my vineyard.  

I will remove its hedge,  
and it shall be devoured;  

I will break down its wall,  
and it shall be trampled down.  

6 I will make it a waste;  
it shall not be pruned or hoed,  
and briers and thorns shall 

grow up;  
I will also command the clouds  

that they rain no rain upon it.  

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts  
is the house of Israel,  

and the men of Judah  
are his pleasant planting;  

and he looked for justice,  
but behold, bloodshed;  

for righteousness,  
but behold, an outcry! 

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION       SPEAK O LORD* 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: Responding to His Word in Obedience. 
Scripture: Matthew 21:33–46 (ESV)  

33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard 
and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to 
tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, 
more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And 
they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”  

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:  

“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone;  

this was the Lord’s doing,  
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?  

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”  

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that 
he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they 
feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Notes:  
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Responding to His Word in Obedience. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 21:28-32 
Will you respond to God's call to bear fruit? 
 
By listening to his Word 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By producing fruit accordingly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God expects fruit from his people, we must respond to his word in 
obedience.  
 



“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 —Matthew 6:21 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE #149                  TEACH ME, O LORD, YOUR WAY OF TRUTH  
 BENEDICTION 

Sermon Discussion Question 
1. Why is autonomy beneath all sin?  
2. What do the various features in the parable of the wicked tenants represent? 

The land-lord, the vineyard, the tenants, the servants, and the fruit. Look up 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Ezekiel 17:1-10, and Psalm 80 for help.  

3. What are ways that we don’t listen to the Word of God personally, how about 
corporately as a nation, and as churches?  

4. How is it that obeying the law is not the same as bearing fruit?  
5. What is the gap between the law and ethics?  

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
7/25 Psalms 55  Ruth 3-4  1 Corinthians 1 
7/26 Psalms 56  1 Samuel 1:1-2:11  1 Corinthians 2 
7/27 Psalms 57  1 Samuel 2:12-36  1 Corinthians 3 
7/28 Psalms 58  1 Samuel 3  1 Corinthians 4 
7/29 Psalms 59  1 Samuel 4-5  1 Corinthians 5 
7/30 Psalms 60  1 Samuel 6-7:2  1 Corinthians 6 
7/31 Psalms 61  1 Samuel 7:3-8:22  1 Corinthians 7:1-24 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth commandment? 
A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the omission, or careless performance, of the 
duties required, and the profaning the day by idleness, or doing that which is in itself 
sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly employments or 
recreations. 
Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment? 
A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are, God’s allowing us six days of 
the week for our own employments, his challenging a special propriety in the seventh, 
his own example, and his blessing the sabbath day. 
Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment? 
A. The fifth commandment is, Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
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Announcements 
 

SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm    

Sunday, August 22 – Missionary Retreat Fellowship  

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible).  Folks bring their own 
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs.  Paper products 
and beverages are provided.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or 
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will meet August 7th at 9 AM. 

Hope Women 

Women will have lunch at Mary Chache’s  Lake House on Saturday, August 14 at 11:00. 
Bring your own lunch for a day of fellowship. Children invited.  

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135 and the 
speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from Philippians with us 
during the weekend. Money is due by September 5. 

Study Groups -  

PCA Women’s Summer Study - We are reading the book What’s SHE Doing Here, by Susan 
Tyner. There are 2 groups meeting on Wednesdays, one at 10:00am and the other at 6:30 
pm. If interested see Lois Schwartz about the 10:00 one and Beverly Barnes about the 6:30 
one.   

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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