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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Working While We Wait. Jesus ascended to the Father nearly 
two thousand years ago, but he promised he would return. The question is what 
will he find when he comes. As we continue our series on the Parables in Matthew, 
we come to the parable of the talents. Jesus tells this parable to describe what he 
will find when he comes again. In it the master entrusts his servants with great 
resources, with expectation that they will use them for the improvement of his 
kingdom. But when the master returns He will find some servants working hard, 
but he will also find some servants hardly working. What are you doing with the 
resources God has given you? Are you putting them to work, or are you just letting 
them sit there? Because God has entrusted you with great resources, you must 
put them to work to improve the kingdom. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“God gives everyone abilities; the Bible calls them “gifts” (Eph. 4:7–8) and “graces” (e.g. Rom. 
12:6). These terms remind us that the Lord bestows abilities so we may extend his grace to his 
people (1 Cor. 12:7–11; 14:12). We might call a gift a raw ability. At the physical level, some 
people can run faster, jump higher, or lift more weight than their peers. Yet the capacity must be 
honed and developed to be truly useful.” 

—Dan Doriani 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 100 
[Leader]:  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the 

LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! 

[Congregation]:  Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 

[Leader]:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

[Together]:  For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE       HE HAS MADE ME GLAD



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

         
 CONFESSION OF SIN 

Revelation 3:15–19 (ESV)  
15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either 

cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not 
realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to 
buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that 
you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve 
to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline, so be zealous and repent.  

 
 
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father of mercies, be merciful to us; God of grace, grant 
us, your grace. We would be found by you working, but we are 
often known more by sloth and idleness. Forgive us for being poor 
stewards of the resources you have given us. We are distracted by 
the world and lead away after our own desires. Teach us, O Lord, to 
devote ourselves wholly to you. And Lead us to use our gifts and 
abilities towards your kingdom’s purposes—all to the praise of 
your glorious name. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Revelation 3:20–21 (ESV)  

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who 
conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne.  

  
 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING      IN CHRIST ALONE
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Hebrews 12:28–13:9 (ESV) 
28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is 
a consuming fire.  
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in 
prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also 
are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed 
be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your life 
free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say,  
“The Lord is my helper;  

I will not fear;  
what can man do to me?”  

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 
have not benefited those devoted to them.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 

 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION #677           PRAISE THE SAVIOR, YE WHO KNOW HIM* 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: Working While We Wait.  
Scripture: Matthew 25:14–30 (ESV)  

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents 
more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who 
had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents 
more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 
And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to 
me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have 
not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my 
own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten 
talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 
And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

Working While We Wait.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 
When the master returns what will he Find? 
 
He will find servants who worked hard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He will find servants who hardly worked.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God has entrusted you with great resources, you must put them to work 
to improve the kingdom.



“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 —Matthew 6:21 

 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #654            O JESUS, I HAVE PROMISED  
 BENEDICTION 

2 Thessalonians 2:16–17 (ESV)  
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 

gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and 
establish them in every good work and word.  
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Sermon Discussion Question 
1. How does knowing covenant theology help us understand this parable?  
2. What is the relationship between the Cultural mandate (Gen. 1:26-28) and the 

great commission (Mt. 28:16-20)?  
3. What are the “talents” God gives us? How do we put them to work? 

 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

8/22 Psalms 83  1 Samuel 30:16-31:13  Luke 6:1-19 
8/23 Psalms 84  2 Samuel 1  Luke 6:20-49 
8/24 Psalms 85  2 Samuel 2  Luke 7:1-17 
8/25 Psalms 86  2 Samuel 3  Luke 7:18-35 
8/26 Psalms 87  2 Samuel 4:1-5:16  Luke 7:36-50 
8/27 Psalms 88  2 Samuel 5:17-6:23  Luke 8:1-25 
8/28 Psalms 89  2 Samuel 7  Luke 8:26-56 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 70. Which is the seventh commandment? 

A. The seventh commandment is, Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

DIACONAL OFFERING – SEPTEMBER 5TH  

MEN’S BREAKFAST – SEPTEMBER 4TH  

SUMMER ALL-CHURCH PICNICS - 1:30 pm    

Today – Missionary Retreat Fellowship  

The host homes provide the gathering place and a grill (if possible).  Folks bring their own 
meat, sandwiches, etc., a side dish or a dessert to share, and lawn chairs.  Paper products 
and beverages are provided.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or 
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast and will meet September 4th 
at 9 AM. 
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Announcements 
 

Hope Women 

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135 and the 
speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from Philippians with us 
during the weekend. Money is due by September 5. 

Study Groups -  

PCA Women’s Summer Study - We are reading the book What’s SHE Doing Here, by Susan 
Tyner. A group meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  We only have 2 meetings left - August 
25 and September 1.  

The women will be meeting for sewing on Saturday, August 28 at 10:00 at the church. We 
have several items to complete for the Shoeboxes. Join us even if you do not know how to 
sew.  

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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