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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: Constructing a Life That Will Last. In our current cultural 
moment people are obsessed with authenticity; with constructing a life that will 
be true to who they really are. But constructing a life on the ‘self’ is a fragile 
business and most often leads to disaster. After finishing His sermon on the 
mount, Jesus ends with a parable of warning. In his sermon he outlined some 
practical teaching that would help guide his disciples in their lives. To answer the 
question how we construct a life that will withstand difficulty he gives us the 
parable of two builders. For there are only two ways to construct a life, and Jesus 
likens this to either building upon a rock or building upon the sands. Because a 
life constructed upon the rock will withstand difficulties, we must put Jesus' 
teaching into practice. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“There is no sin in having a bad memory, but there is great sin in refusing at once to obey the 
gospel. If you cannot recollect the text, or even remember the subject tomorrow morning, I shall 
not blame you; but the recollection of the spirit of the whole thing, the drinking in and absorption 
into yourself of the truth,—that is the main matter, and the carrying of the truth into practice is 
the essence of the business..” 

—C. H. Spurgeon 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 105:1-6 
[Leader]:  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make 

known his deeds among the peoples! 
[Congregation]:  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wondrous works! 
[Leader]:  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek 

the LORD rejoice! 
[Congregation]:  Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 

continually! 
[Leader]:  Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his 

miracles, and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of 
Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE  #172    LET US LOVE AND SING AND WONDER 
        

CONFESSION OF SIN 
James 1:22–24 (ESV)  

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes 
away and at once forgets what he was like.  

  
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father and God, not only are we slow to listen but we 
are even slower to put your Word into practice. Forgive us O Lord 
for the many ways that we have sinned against you. Forgive us for 
leaving undone, things which we ought to have done, and doing 
things we ought not to have done. We plead for your mercy, and the 
cleansing grace of your Holy Spirit. Work in us that which is 
pleasing in your sight, and enable us more and more to be both 
hearers and doers of your word. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
James 1:25 (ESV)  

25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  

  
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING      GIVE ME JESUS
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— 2 Chronicles 34:1–2; 8-33 (ESV)  
1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years 
in Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and walked in the 
ways of David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left… 

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the 
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 9 They 
came to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought into 
the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected from 
Manasseh and Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and 
Benjamin and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 And they gave it to the workmen 
who were working in the house of the LORD. And the workmen who were working in 
the house of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring the house. 11 They gave it to 
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the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders and 
beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. 12 And the men did 
the work faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of 
Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. 
The Levites, all who were skillful with instruments of music, 13 were over the 
burden-bearers and directed all who did work in every kind of service, and some of 
the Levites were scribes and officials and gatekeepers.  

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house 
of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through 
Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found 
the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 
16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to the king, “All that 
was committed to your servants they are doing. 17 They have emptied out the money 
that was found in the house of the LORD and have given it into the hand of the 
overseers and the workmen.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah 
the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it before the king.  

19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. 20 And the 
king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, 
Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the 
LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of 
the book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on 
us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that 
is written in this book.”  

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now 
she lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23 And 
she said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to 
me, 24 Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its 
inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book that was read before the king of 
Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that 
they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands, therefore my wrath 
will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched. 26 But to the king of Judah, 
who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD, the 
God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 27 because your heart was 
tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against this 
place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me and have torn 
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your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 28 Behold, 
I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and 
your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and its 
inhabitants.’ ” And they brought back word to the king.  

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 
30 And the king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the men of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all the people both great and 
small. And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had 
been found in the house of the LORD. 31 And the king stood in his place and made a 
covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and 
his testimonies and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the 
words of the covenant that were written in this book. 32 Then he made all who were 
present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all 
the abominations from all the territory that belonged to the people of Israel and made 
all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. All his days they did not turn 
away from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.  
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 

 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION               BY FAITH * 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Short Stories, Long Remembered  
Sermon Title: Constructing a Life That Will Last  
Scripture: Matthew 7:24–27 (ESV)  

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it.”  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

Constructing a Life That Will Last.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 7:24-27 
How do we construct a life that will withstand difficulty? 
 
 
 
By building upon the rock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By building upon the sand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because a life constructed upon the rock will withstand difficulties, we must put 
Jesus' teaching into practice.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE               HIS NAME IS WONDERFUL

 



AUGUST 29, 2021 

 
 BENEDICTION 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
8/29 Psalms 89  2 Samuel 7  Luke 8:26-56 
8/30 Psalms 90  2 Samuel 8-9  Luke 9:1-27 
8/31 Psalms 91  2 Samuel 10  Luke 9:28-62 
9/1 Psalms 92-93  2 Samuel 11  Luke 10:1-24 
9/2 Psalms 94  2 Samuel 12  Luke 10:25-42 
9/3 Psalms 95  2 Samuel 13  Luke 11:1-28 
9/4 Psalms 96  2 Samuel 14  Luke 11:29-54 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 71. What is required in the seventh commandment? 

A. The seventh commandment requireth the preservation of our own and 
our neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech, and behavior. 

Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment? 
A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth all unchaste thoughts, words, and actions 
 

Announcements 
 

DIACONAL OFFERING – SEPTEMBER 5TH  

MEN’S BREAKFAST – This Saturday SEPTEMBER 4TH  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
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100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or 
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying 2 Peter. Mask please. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast and will meet September 4th 
at 9 AM. 

Hope Women 

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135 and the 
speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from Philippians with us 
during the weekend. Money is due by September 5. 

Study Groups -  

PCA Women’s Summer Study - We are reading the book What’s SHE Doing Here, by Susan 
Tyner. A group meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  We only have 2 meetings left - August 
25 and September 1.  

The women will be meeting for sewing on Saturday, August 28 at 10:00 at the church. We 
have several items to complete for the Shoeboxes. Join us even if you do not know how to 
sew.  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests”  by 
Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, September 18th at 10:00 
a.m.  It’s not too late to join this group and you can easily catch up.  We will be reviewing 
Chapter 3 and moving on to Chapter 4.   

“Women who read (study) this book will grow together in their faith as well as be equipped 
to do the work of ministry.  I’m grateful for this resource and highly recommend it!”  Trillia 
Newbell, author,If God Is For Us 

If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl Straka so that a book can be 
ordered for you.  Cost: $10.00   

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-6th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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