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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: The Downfall Continues: Saul and His Rash Oaths. The 
downfall of Saul continues in this episode from 1 Samuel 14. Not only does Saul 
lack bold faith, but he routinely ties devotion to God with observing certain 
religious practices. In other words, Saul is good at going through the motions. But 
as we find out today, Saul is doing this from selfish motives, foolishly trying to get 
God to do what he wants. Oaths are certainly lawful to make, but one needs to be 
careful and considerate before offering them. Saul’s oaths prove to be trouble for 
Israel, and his own household. In that way Saul teaches us that it is foolish to try to 
manipulate God.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“Do people have no option but to swear an oath regarding anything that is ‘good and just’ if it is 
‘imposed by lawful authority’? Or do we have freedom to refuse to take an oath, even if demanded 
to do so by a lawful authority (see Num. 5:19, 21; Neh. 5:12; Exod. 22:7-11 for Old Testament 
examples). The Westminster assembly asserted the obligation. American Presbyterians at the 
turn of the twentieth century demurred from this position and deleted the final line from 
paragraph 3.” 

—Chad Van Dixhoorn, Confessing the Faith 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 100:1-5 
[Leader]:  The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits 

enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
[Congregation]:  The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the 

peoples. 
[Leader]:  Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy is 

he! 
[Congregation]:  The King in his might loves justice. You have 

established equity; you have executed justice and 
righteousness in Jacob. 

[Leader]:  Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! Holy is 
he! 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE  # 65           BEFORE JEHOVAH'S AWFUL THRONE

        
CONFESSION OF SIN 

Acts 8:18–24 (ESV)  

18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that 
anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to 
him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift 
of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is 
not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to 
the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see 
that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon 
answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come 
upon me.”   
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, too often we use our relationship with you as a 
means of getting what we want. We treat prayer, our devotions, 
and the sacraments superstitiously, as a way to manipulate you. 
Forgive the intent of our hearts, and renew us so that we are 
instead used for your purposes. Help us to be conformed to you, 
rather than seeking to conform you to us. Through Jesus we ask, 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Romans 6:20–23 (ESV)  

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 
But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and 
its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   CHRIST THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Deuteronomy 10:12–22 (ESV)  

12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments and statutes of 
the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good? 14 Behold, to the LORD 
your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 15 
Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, 
you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of 
your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and 
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and 
takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19 Love the sojourner, therefore, for you 
were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall 
serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. 
He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes 
have seen. 22 Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the LORD 
your God has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.  

[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION # 494         TAKE ME, O MY FATHER, TAKE ME * 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: The Downfall Continues: Saul and His Rash Oaths.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 14:24–52 (ESV)  

24 And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath 
on the people, saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I am 
avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people had tasted food. 25 Now when all the 
people came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the ground. 26 And when the 
people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no one put his hand to 
his mouth, for the people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had not heard his father 
charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the staff that was in his hand 
and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his mouth, and his eyes became 
bright. 28 Then one of the people said, “Your father strictly charged the people with 
an oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food this day.’ ” And the people were 
faint. 29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has troubled the land. See how my eyes have 
become bright because I tasted a little of this honey. 30 How much better if the people 
had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies that they found. For now the 
defeat among the Philistines has not been great.”  

31 They struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. And the 
people were very faint. 32 The people pounced on the spoil and took sheep and oxen 
and calves and slaughtered them on the ground. And the people ate them with the 
blood. 33 Then they told Saul, “Behold, the people are sinning against the LORD by 
eating with the blood.” And he said, “You have dealt treacherously; roll a great stone 
to me here.” 34 And Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the people and say to 
them, ‘Let every man bring his ox or his sheep and slaughter them here and eat, and 
do not sin against the LORD by eating with the blood.’ ” So every one of the people 
brought his ox with him that night and they slaughtered them there. 35 And Saul built 
an altar to the LORD; it was the first altar that he built to the LORD.  

36 Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them 
until the morning light; let us not leave a man of them.” And they said, “Do whatever 
seems good to you.” But the priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.” 37 And Saul 
inquired of God, “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into the 
hand of Israel?” But he did not answer him that day. 38 And Saul said, “Come here, all 
you leaders of the people, and know and see how this sin has arisen today. 39 For as 
the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” 
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But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. 40 Then he said to 
all Israel, “You shall be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other 
side.” And the people said to Saul, “Do what seems good to you.” 41 Therefore Saul 
said, “O LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your servant this day? If this 
guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is 
in your people Israel, give Thummim.” And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the 
people escaped. 42 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan.” 
And Jonathan was taken.  

43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told 
him, “I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I 
will die.” 44 And Saul said, “God do so to me and more also; you shall surely die, 
Jonathan.” 45 Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has worked this 
great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So the people ransomed 
Jonathan, so that he did not die. 46 Then Saul went up from pursuing the Philistines, 
and the Philistines went to their own place.  

47 When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies 
on every side, against Moab, against the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings 
of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48 And he 
did valiantly and struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of those 
who plundered them.  

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchi-shua. And the names of 
his two daughters were these: the name of the firstborn was Merab, and the name of 
the younger Michal. 50 And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of 
Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his army was Abner the son of Ner, 
Saul’s uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of 
Abiel.  

52 There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when 
Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he attached him to himself.  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Downfall Continues: Saul and His Rash Oaths. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 14:24-52 
 
Why are Saul's oaths rash? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saul's oaths bring trouble to Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saul's oaths bring trouble to his own household. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is foolish to try to manipulate God. 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE # 727      LEAD ME, LORD, LEAD ME IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 BENEDICTION 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Is there a place for oaths and vows in the Christian life?  
2. How did Saul trouble Israel with his oath? Why was he wrong for doing this? 
3. How did Saul trouble his own household through his Oaths?  
4. Who sinned Saul or Jonathan?  

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
9/12 Psalms 106  2 Samuel 22:1-20  Luke 16:19-17:10 
9/13 Psalms 107  2 Samuel 22:21-51  Luke 17:11-37 
9/14 Psalms 108  2 Samuel 23  Luke 18:1-17 
9/15 Psalms 109  2 Samuel 24  Luke 18:18-43 
9/16 Psalms 110-111  1 Kings 1:1-27  Luke 19:1-27 
9/17 Psalms 112-113  1 Kings 1:28-2:12  Luke 19:28-48 
9/18 Psalms 114-115  1 Kings 2:13-46  Luke 20:1-18 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment? 
A. The eighth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever doth, or may, unjustly 
hinder our own, or our neighbor’s wealth or outward estate. 
Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment? 
A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Announcements 
 

Walk for Life Saturday, September 25, 2021 For more info see flyer in lobby or go to 
walk4options.com  

Our annual OPEN CLOSET is scheduled for October 9th from 9am-1pm. We will begin taking 
gently used clothing after church on October 3rd, many hands will be needed to move chairs 
and set up tables and begin sorting. Talk to Rebecca Twombly if you are able to help during 
the week. The ladies will be meeting on Friday evening Oct 8 to do the last of the sorting. 

Reformation Weekend October 29th-31st   

Shoring up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Sola’s 
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To celebrate this year’s Reformation Sunday, we will have a weekend together with 
fellowship, singing, and of course, eating. Throughout the weekend, we will be retrieving 
the Sola’s of the Reformation by seeing how they impacted the Reformation and how they 
can be taken up and applied to the problems we are facing in the church today. Friday 
evening, there will be a session starting at 7 PM, followed by dessert and a dessert 
competition (more info to follow). Saturday at 10 AM, we will begin again, followed by a 
lunch, chili competition, hymn sing, and another session. Finally, we will close out the 
afternoon with a Q & A. Sunday morning, we will continue the theme into our adult 
Sunday School and worship service. More details will follow, but please put these dates on 
your calendar.   

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of Church History (A.D. 
100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email williambarnes2@mac.com or 
call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as follows: First 
and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-540-0224) 
Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-
6452). We are currently studying The Gospel of John. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on October 2nd at 9 AM. 

Hope Women 

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135 and the 
speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from Philippians with us 
during the weekend. Money is due Today. 

Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests”  by 
Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, September 18th at 10:00 
a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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HOPE CHURCH 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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