HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
September 19, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart”

—1 Samuel 13:14

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: To Obey is Better Than Sacrifice. We have reached the point of
no return in the saga of Saul. God gives him a mission, which determines the
outcome of the rest of Saul’s life. 1 Samuel 15 functions as a hinge, as God rejects
Saul as King and prepares the way for David, a king after his own heart. The
trouble with Saul is everything is pragmatic; everything is seen in terms of public
relations. Thus far, Saul’s leadership methods have been too wet his finger and see
which way the wind is blowing, so he can try and get out in front of it. This leads
Saul to routinely miss what is important to God. In our text today, God makes a
stunning confession, “I Regret that I have made Saul King.” But why? Why does God
regret that he made Saul king? As the episode unfolds, we find that God rejects
Saul because he does not obey Him from the heart.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“Samuel negates sacrifice not absolutely but relatively; he is saying that formal worship cannot
be substituted for obedient life, external devotions for internal submission. Your Gloria Patri,
Apostles’ Creed, Christian luncheons, and all-star Bible conferences—none of these matter unless
you are keeping Christ’s commandments (1 John 2:3–4).”
—Dale Davis

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 40:4-8
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who
does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after
a lie!
You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your
wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none
can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of
them, yet they are more than can be told.
In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you
have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin
offering you have not required.
Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the
book it is written of me:
I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my
heart.”

…IN HIS PRESENCE
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE # 682
IN THEE O LORD I PUT MY TRUST
CONFESSION OF SIN
Isaiah 1:11 (ESV) — 11 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the
LORD; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do
not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats…16 Wash yourselves; make
yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,
17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless,
plead the widow’s cause.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and
strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we
ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought
not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in
us. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their
faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant,
O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly,
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Isaiah 1:18–20 (ESV) — 18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they shall become like wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall
eat the good of the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be eaten by the
sword; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

CHRIST THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Malachi 1:6–14 (ESV)
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is
my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O
priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ 7 By
offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By
saying that the LORD’s table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind animals in
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not
evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the
LORD of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With
such a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the LORD of hosts.
10 Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not
kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, and I
will not accept an offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of the sun to its
setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense will be
offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the
nations, says the LORD of hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s
table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. 13 But you say, ‘What
a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. You bring what has
been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I
accept that from your hand? says the LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in
his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a
great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!



* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
HYMN OF PREPARATION #341
O BREATH OF LIFE *
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: To Obey is Better Than Sacrifice.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:1–35 (ESV)
1 And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people
Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I
have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came
up out of Egypt. 3 Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they
have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep,
camel and donkey.’ ”
4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred
thousand men on foot, and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of
Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go
down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed
kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites from
Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the
Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of the sword.
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and
of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly
destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they devoted to destruction.
10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king,
for he has turned back from following me and has not performed my
commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night. 12 And
Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul came to
Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and
went down to Gilgal.” 13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be
you to the LORD. I have performed the commandment of the LORD.” 14 And Samuel
said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen
that I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the
people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the LORD your God,
and the rest we have devoted to destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I
will tell you what the LORD said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.”
17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head
of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And the LORD sent
you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

fight against them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice
of the LORD? Why did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the
LORD?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the LORD. I have gone
on the mission on which the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek,
and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21 But the people took of the spoil,
sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God in Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel said,
“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to listen than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination,
and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
he has also rejected you from being king.”
24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment
of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25
Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before the
LORD.” 26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have rejected
the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.” 27
As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 28 And
Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and
has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Glory of
Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.” 30
Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and
before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the LORD your God.” 31 So
Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD.
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag
came to him cheerfully. Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 33 And
Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be
childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.
35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved
over Saul. And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

To Obey is Better Than Sacrifice.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:1-34

Why does God regret that he made Saul king?

Saul's God-Given Mission

Saul's Failed Mission

Saul's Feigned Repentance

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE

WE ARE AN OFFERING
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BENEDICTION

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Why doe God Reject Saul as King?
2. How could he have prevented that from happening?
3. What are some ways that we use religious formalism instead of obeying God
from the heart?
4. Why is importantly to listen intently to God’s instruction for the mission he
gives us? How has the church struggled in this area recently?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

9/19
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/23
9/24
9/25

Psalms 116-117
Psalms 118
Psalms 119:1-16
Psalms 119:17-40
Psalms 119:41-64
Psalms 119:65-88
Psalms 119:89-104

1 Kings 3
1 Kings 4
1 Kings 5
1 Kings 6
1 Kings 7:1-26
1 Kings 7:27-51
1 Kings 8:1-21

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Luke 20:19-47
Luke 21:1-19
Luke 21:20-38
Luke 22:1-23
Luke 22:24-38
Luke 22:39-71
Luke 23:1-25

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment requireth the maintaining and promoting of truth
between man and man, and of our own and our neighbor’s good name,
especially in witness-bearing.
Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever is prejudicial to truth, or
injurious to our own, or our neighbor’s, good name.
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Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Walk for Life Saturday, September 25, 2021
For more info see flyer in lobby or go to walk4options.com

Church Cleanup – October 23rd from 9 AM—3 PM

Please come and help get the church back in order. Donuts, coffee, and lunch will
be provided.

Our annual OPEN CLOSET

Scheduled for October 9th from 9am-1pm. We will begin taking gently used
clothing after church on October 3rd, many hands will be needed to move chairs
and set up tables and begin sorting. Talk to Rebecca Twombly if you are able to
help during the week. The ladies will be meeting on Friday evening Oct 8 to do
the last of the sorting.

Reformation Weekend October 29th-31st

Shoring up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Sola’s

To celebrate this year’s Reformation Sunday, we will have a weekend together
with fellowship, singing, and of course, eating. Throughout the weekend, we will
be retrieving the Sola’s of the Reformation by seeing how they impacted the
Reformation and how they can be taken up and applied to the problems we are
facing in the church today. Friday evening, there will be a session starting at 7
PM, followed by dessert and a dessert competition (more info to
follow). Saturday at 10 AM, we will begin again, followed by a lunch, chili
competition, hymn sing, and another session. Finally, we will close out the
afternoon with a Q & A. Sunday morning, we will continue the theme into our
adult Sunday School and worship service. More details will follow, but please put
these dates on your calendar.
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Announcements
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as
follows: First and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow
(contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel of John.
All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on October
2nd at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135
and the speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from
Philippians with us during the weekend.
Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
October 16 at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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