HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
September 26, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart”

—1 Samuel 13:14

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: A Man After God’s Own Heart. If God has rejected a man like
Saul as king of Israel, what kind of man is he seeking? And how will God choose
the next king of Israel. The story in 1 Samuel 16 begins to shift from Saul to the
new future king, David. But as we will see God has a long journey for this future
king. What will enable him to persevere, is also why God has chosen him as King.
And it turns out it is not at all what led Israel to chooses Saul. You see when Israel
wanted a king, they wanted a king like the nations. So, God gave them Saul, a tall,
dark, and handsome king. And sure enough he turned out to be much like the other
kings of the nations. Israel chooses a king based on appearances, but God chooses
by looking on the heart. Since God works through the least and last to
accomplish his purposes, we must not judge by appearances.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
““The Lord looks on the heart” (1 Sam 16:7). We look on actions, faces, outward appearances, but
God looks inward and fixes his eye on the heart; and so, that he knows what is in the heart and
how it works, he understands all the thoughts of it and the imaginations of those thoughts (1
Chron 28:9). He knows people’s minds exactly and can tell you whose hearts are proud and whose
are humble, whose are forward and whose are meek, whose are chaste and whose unclean.”
—William Greenhill

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 147:7-11
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our
God on the lyre!
He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain
for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young
ravens that cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
pleasure in the legs of a man,
but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in
those who hope in his steadfast love.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF PRAISE # 3

GIVE TO OUR GOD IMMORTAL PRAISE

CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 94:8–11 (ESV) — 8 Understand, O dullest of the people! Fools, when will you
be wise? 9 He who planted the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he
not see? 10 He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He who teaches man
knowledge— 11 the LORD—knows the thoughts of man, that they are but a breath.
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and
strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we
ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought
not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in
us. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their
faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant,
O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly,
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Psalm 94:12–15 (ESV) — 12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O LORD, and
whom you teach out of your law, 13 to give him rest from days of trouble, until a pit is
dug for the wicked. 14 For the LORD will not forsake his people; he will not abandon
his heritage; 15 for justice will return to the righteous, and all the upright in heart will
follow it.
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

CHRIST THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (ESV)
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly
of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF PREPARATION

MERCIFUL GOD *
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: A Man After God’s Own Heart.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1–13 (ESV)
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him
whom I declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.
Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is
before him.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees:
man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse
called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit
down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and
had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this
is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his
brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. And
Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

A Man After God’s Own Heart.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

How does God choose the next king of Israel?
Not by Appearance

But by the Heart

Since God works through the least and last to accomplish his purposes, we
must not judge by appearances.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE #336



BENEDICTION

SPIRIT, STRENGTH OF ALL THE WEAK
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Sermon Discussion Question
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What lesson should Israel learn in the rejection of Saul as King?
Why does Samuel grieve for Saul?
What are some ways that we judge by appearance when we shouldn’t?
How are the terms see/look used to tie this text together?
How does God provide a new king for Israel?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

9/26
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30
10/1
10/2

Psalms 119:105-128
Psalms 119:129-152
Psalms 119:153-176
Psalms 120-121
Psalms 122-123
Psalms 124-125
Psalms 126-127

1 Kings 8:22-66
1 Kings 9
1 Kings 10
1 Kings 11
1 Kings 12
1 Kings 13
1 Kings 14

Luke 23:26-56
Luke 24:1-35
Luke 24:36-53
Acts 1
Acts 2:1-21
Acts 2:22-47
Acts 3

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 79. Which is the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.
Q. 80. What is required in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment requireth full contentment with our own condition,
with a right and charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor, and all that is his.
Q. 81. What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all discontentment with our own estate,
envying or grieving at the good of our neighbor, and all inordinate motions and
affections to anything that is his.

Announcements
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

UPCOMING EVENTS
Church Cleanup – October 23rd from 9 AM—3 PM
Please come and help get the church back in order. Donuts, coffee, and lunch will
be provided.

Our annual OPEN CLOSET

Scheduled for October 9th from 9am-1pm. We will begin taking gently used
clothing after church on October 3rd, many hands will be needed to move chairs
and set up tables and begin sorting. Talk to Rebecca Twombly if you are able to
help during the week. The ladies will be meeting on Friday evening Oct 8 to do
the last of the sorting.

Reformation Weekend October 29th-31st

Shoring up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Sola’s

To celebrate this year’s Reformation Sunday, we will have a weekend together
with fellowship, singing, and of course, eating. Throughout the weekend, we will
be retrieving the Sola’s of the Reformation by seeing how they impacted the
Reformation and how they can be taken up and applied to the problems we are
facing in the church today. Friday evening, there will be a session starting at 7
PM, followed by dessert and a dessert competition (more info to
follow). Saturday at 10 AM, we will begin again, followed by a lunch, chili
competition, hymn sing, and another session. Finally, we will close out the
afternoon with a Q & A. Sunday morning, we will continue the theme into our
adult Sunday School and worship service. More details will follow, but please put
these dates on your calendar.

Announcements
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REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 7:00 PM on Tuesday as
follows: First and third Tuesday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Tuesday at the Batzel home in Moscow
(contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel of John.
All are welcome.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on October
2nd at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Women’s retreat on September 24-26, 2021 at Kirby House. The cost will be $135
and the speaker will be Shannon Fodale. She will be sharing God’s word from
Philippians with us during the weekend.
Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
October 16 at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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