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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Seeing the Messiah. How do you react when someone is better 
than you? Do you admire them, and want to befriend them? Or are you threatened 
by them, and want to repel them? Over the next three weeks we will see two 
different reactions to David’s success, Jonathan’s, and his father Saul’s. Each of 
these is illustrative of two types of people. One who trusts that God is working 
everything out for good and can therefore rejoice in someone else’s blessing. Or 
someone who does not trust in God and is discontent with how things are going. 
David is the Lord’s anointed, the messiah, but Jonathan and Saul have wildly 
different reaction to him. Today we will look at how Jonathan reacts to David’s 
success. His reaction is instructive for how we should react to Jesus, the one 
whom David was only a type of.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“Jonathan, however, provides a dramatic example of a godly man who resisted envy and the 
violence that accompanies it. Instead of fearing or hating David, Jonathan loved him (18:1; 
20:17). Instead of clinging to his privileges as the king’s son, Jonathan acknowledged that David 
would be the next king (23:17). Instead of cringing when he heard David’s exploits praised, 
Jonathan lent his own voice to that praise (19:4–5).” 

—Peter Leithart 
 

PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 28:6-9 
[Leader]:  Blessed be the LORD! For he has heard the voice of my 

pleas for mercy. 
[Congregation]:  The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my 

heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and 
with my song I give thanks to him. 

[Leader]:  The LORD is the strength of his people; he is the saving 
refuge of his anointed. 

[Together]:  Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! Be 
their shepherd and carry them forever. 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

Psalm 2:1–12 (ESV) — 1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 
LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away 
their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in 
derision. 5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 7 I will tell of the 
decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of me, 
and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 9 
You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the 
LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you 
perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him.  

EXHORTATION  
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CORPORATE CONFESSION  
[Together]: Father and God, be merciful to us. To often we have 
gone our own way; have wanted to be our own masters. Christ is 
king, but we have not submitted our wills to Him. Instead, we go 
along, hoping you will bless us even though our heart is not in it. 
You are a covenant-keeper, but we are faithless, trusting in 
ourselves and wanting to be in your place as kings. Forgive us O 
Lord, for not surrendering everything to Christ. Give us your Spirit 
to direct our steps, and work in us that which is pleasing in your 
sight. Through Jesus Christ, our king. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Psalm 25:10 (ESV) — 10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING 631            FROM EVERY STORMY WIND THAT BLOWS 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— John 15:1–17 (ESV)  
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These 
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
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12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  

 
 [Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION #469        HOW SWEET AND AWESOME IS THE PLACE* 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: God puts down and Lifts Up. 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:55–18:5 (ESV)  

55 As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the 
commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your 
soul lives, O king, I do not know.” 56 And the king said, “Inquire whose son the boy is.” 
57 And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took 
him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58 And 
Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” And David answered, “I am the 
son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”  
1 As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 2 And Saul took him that day and 
would not let him return to his father’s house. 3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with 
David, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the 
robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and his 
bow and his belt. 5 And David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him, 
so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the 
people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.  
  

[Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

Seeing the Messiah.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:55-18:5 
 
How does Jonathan react to David’s success? 
 
He loves and makes a covenant with him 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He lays aside royal ambition for him 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because Jesus is king, we must lay aside any worldly ambition and follow 
him.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE #108   WHAT'ER MY GOD ORDAINS IS RIGHT 
 

 BENEDICTION 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Is the friendship of David and Jonathan Homosexual?  
2. Why might it be challenging for men to have close male friendships? How do 

you think our cultures has hindered that? 
3. How is Jonathan’s reaction to David key for our own reaction to Christ? 
4. How is Jonathan a type of Christ? 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

10/17 Psalms 145  2 Kings 5  Acts 13:13-52 
10/18 Psalms 146  2 Kings 6  Acts 14 
10/19 Psalms 147  2 Kings 7  Acts 15:1-35 
10/20 Psalms 148  2 Kings 8  Acts 15:36-16:15 
10/21 Psalms 149-150  2 Kings 9  Acts 16:16-40 
10/22 Psalms 1-2  2 Kings 10  Acts 17:1-15 
10/23 Psalms 3-4  2 Kings 11  Acts 17:16-34 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel. 
Q. 87. What is repentance unto life? 
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of 
his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred 
of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 
obedience. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Church Cleanup – October 23rd from 9 AM—3 PM  

Please come and help get the church back in order. Donuts, coffee, and lunch will 
be provided.  

Reformation Weekend October 29th-31st   

Shoring up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Sola’s 

To celebrate this year’s Reformation Sunday, we will have a weekend together 
with fellowship, singing, and of course, eating. Throughout the weekend, we will 
be retrieving the Sola’s of the Reformation by seeing how they impacted the 
Reformation and how they can be taken up and applied to the problems we are 
facing in the church today. Friday evening, there will be a session starting at 7 
PM, followed by dessert and a dessert competition (more info to 
follow). Saturday at 10 AM, we will begin again, followed by a lunch, chili 
competition, hymn sing, and another session. Finally, we will close out the 
afternoon with a Q & A. Sunday morning, we will continue the theme into our 
adult Sunday School and worship service. More details will follow, but please put 
these dates on your calendar.   

Operation Christmas Child 

Hope Women will be joining together on Saturday, November 6 at 10:30 to pack 
shoeboxes. We will go out to lunch after this. 

 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of 
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
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Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on November 
6th at 9 AM. 

Hope Women 

Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
November 20th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please 
see Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on this Thursday, November 4, from 6:30-7:45 
p.m. All are welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope. 
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and 
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.   

Team 2 (Rebecca, Janet, Emily, Dale, Fred) will sing throughout the month of 
October. Please be at the church to rehearse each Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
Thank you.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 
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Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Scott Lindemuth 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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