HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
October 3, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart”

—1 Samuel 13:14

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: God Puts Down and Lifts Up. A new king has been anointed,
David but Saul is still the active king. Yet God has rejected him. How will God begin
to depose Saul and elevate David as King? In our text this morning, we see how
important the Spirit is for ordering our way rightly. It’s as if there is a vacuum
within us. When God removes His Spirit from Saul, he sends an evil spirit to
torment him, making him unable to order his ways rightly. Instead, darkness,
depression, and disorder accompany him. Wisely Saul’s servants suggest he find
someone who can play music for him to quiet the tormenting spirit. It is here that
the character of David begins to shine. He embodies a man whose way is ordered
rightly, a man who lives in reliance upon the Holy Spirit. Here we see God begin to
exalt David by making Saul rely upon him.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“When men grieve and quench the Spirit, by wilful sin, he departs, and will not always strive. The
consequence of this was that an evil spirit from God troubled him. Those that drive the good Spirit
away from them do of course become prey to the evil spirit. If God and his grace do not rule us, sin
and Satan will have possession of us.”
—Matthew Henry

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
And also with you.

 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 104:24-31
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Together]:

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have
you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
creatures innumerable, living things both small and
great.
There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to
play in it. These all look to you, to give them their food in
due season.
When you give it to them, they gather it up; when
you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you
take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
When you send forth your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the
LORD rejoice in his works,

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

CONFESSION OF SIN
Ephesians 4:30 (ESV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION Adapted from Psalm 51
[Together]: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out our
transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse
us from our sin! For we know our transgressions, and our sin is
ever before us. Against you, you only, have we sinned and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment…Purge us with hyssop, and we
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Let us
hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create
in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast
us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a
willing spirit.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
2 Samuel 12:13b (ESV) —Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your
sin.
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

ALL GLORY BE TO CHRIST
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…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from Nicene Creed
[Leader]:
Christian what do you Believe
[Congregation]:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through Him
all things were made.
For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered
death and was buried. On the third day He rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
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PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Matthew 12:43–45 (ESV)

43 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through
waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to
my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house empty,
swept, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits
more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that
person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this evil generation.”



[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
HYMN OF PREPARATION #53
PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY *

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: God puts down and Lifts Up.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:14–23 (ESV)

14 Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from
the LORD tormented him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a
harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord now command your
servants who are before you to seek out a man who is skillful in playing the
lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you
will be well.” 17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide for me a man who can
play well and bring him to me.” 18 One of the young men answered, “Behold, I
have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of
valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, and the
LORD is with him.” 19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send
me David your son, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey laden
with bread and a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them by David his son
to Saul. 21 And David came to Saul and entered his service. And Saul loved him
greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying,
“Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And
whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and
played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful
spirit departed from him.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

God puts down and Lifts Up.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:14-23

How will God begin to depose Saul and elevate David as king?
By taking his spirit from Saul, and giving him an evil spirit.

By making Saul rely upon David to be relieved from the evil spirit.

Because we need the Spirit to order our way rightly, we must pray that God
would give Him to us.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

COMMUNION HYMN

THERE IS A REDEEMER
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)




23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
HYMN OF RESPONSE # 500
ROCK OF AGES
BENEDICTION

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Was Saul saved? When God took His Spirit from him did he lose salvation?
2. What has a preoccupation with science and materialism done to our view of
the Spiritual realm?
3. Have you ever experienced the calming effect of music on your mood, what do
you make of that?
4. What do we learn about David from this episode?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9

Psalms 128-129
Psalms 130-131
Psalms 132
Psalms 133-134
Psalms 135
Psalms 136
Psalms 137

1 Kings 15:1-32
1 Kings 15:33-16:28
1 Kings 16:29-17:24
1 Kings 18:1-40
1 Kings 18:41-19:21
1 Kings 20:1-25
1 Kings 20:26-43

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Acts 4:1-31
Acts 4:32-5:11
Acts 5:12-42
Acts 6
Acts 7:1-43
Acts 7:44-60
Acts 8:1-25

Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God?
A. No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life perfectly to keep the
commandments of God, but doth daily break them in thought, word, and deed.
Q. 83. Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?
A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are more
heinous in the sight of God than others.
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Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Frank R. Rusticus Memorial Service
Please join us on October 13th at 11 AM to celebrate the life of Frank R. Rusticus.

Church Cleanup – October 23rd from 9 AM—3 PM

Please come and help get the church back in order. Donuts, coffee, and lunch will
be provided.

Our annual OPEN CLOSET

Scheduled for October 9th from 9am-1pm. We will begin taking gently used
clothing after church on October 3rd, many hands will be needed to move chairs
and set up tables and begin sorting. Talk to Rebecca Twombly if you are able to
help during the week. The ladies will be meeting on Friday evening Oct 8 to do
the last of the sorting.

Reformation Weekend October 29th-31st

Shoring up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Sola’s

To celebrate this year’s Reformation Sunday, we will have a weekend together
with fellowship, singing, and of course, eating. Throughout the weekend, we will
be retrieving the Sola’s of the Reformation by seeing how they impacted the
Reformation and how they can be taken up and applied to the problems we are
facing in the church today. Friday evening, there will be a session starting at 7
PM, followed by dessert and a dessert competition (more info to
follow). Saturday at 10 AM, we will begin again, followed by a lunch, chili
competition, hymn sing, and another session. Finally, we will close out the
afternoon with a Q & A. Sunday morning, we will continue the theme into our
adult Sunday School and worship service. More details will follow, but please put
these dates on your calendar.

Operation Christmas Child
Box in foyer.
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Announcements
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on October
2nd at 9 AM.

Hope Women

Study Groups The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
October 16 at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.
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HOPE CHURCH
Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Scott Lindemuth
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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