
“They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.” 
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OCTOBER 24, 2021 

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Solo Christo: The Cornerstone of Our Faith. Today is 
reformation day. 504 years ago, Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five thesis to the 
door of the church in Wittenberg. That sparked a blaze that caused a reformation 
of the church. Throughout the course of our weekend, we have been retrieving the 
Reformation Solas. It is only fitting that we end our celebration with Christ. While 
the format of will be different from the conference session we had over the 
weekend, the content will follow a similar pattern. We want to see how retrieving 
Solo Christo can help us through the fog of problems plaguing the church today. To 
do that we need to see how the reformers applied solo Christo to the problems 
they faced. In that way this sermon will be a foray into historical theology, taking 
the wisdom of the past and applying it to the unique challenges of today.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“In writing to the Corinthians, Paul lays down an incontestable proposition, that “no other 
foundation can be laid.” (1 Cor. 3:11.) He does not therefore mean, that Christ is merely a corner, 
or a part of the foundation; for then he would contradict himself. What then? He means that Jews 
and Gentiles were two separate walls, but are formed into one spiritual building. Christ is placed 
in the middle of the corner for the purpose of uniting both, and this is the force of the metaphor.” 

—John Calvin, Comments on Ephesians 2:20 
 

PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 118:19-24 
[Leader]:  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter 

through them and give thanks to the LORD. 
[Congregation]:  This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall 

enter through it. 
[Leader]:  I thank you that you have answered me and have 

become my salvation. 
[Congregation]:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone. 
[Leader]:  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
[Together]:  This is the day that the LORD has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Galatians 1:6–7 (ESV)  

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  

  
EXHORTATION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, we readily give way to a Christless Christianity. 
We know the gospel and know that Christ is the only way to 
salvation, yet we often trust more in our own ingenuity, in 
therapeutic methods, or we synthesize Christ with self-help. 
Forgive us for the ways we have subtle trusted in idols, rather than 
in Christ Alone for our salvation. Open our eyes so that we may see 
the ways we easily supplement faith with works. Cleanse us O Lord, 
and by the renewing grace of your Holy Spirit, help us to rest and 
trust in the finished work of Christ Jesus our savior, in whose name 
we pray. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Galatians 2:16 (ESV)  

16 we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.  

  
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #94             HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
PEW BIBLE DEDICATION 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Matthew 21:33–46               (Pg. 827 in the Pew Bible) 
 33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and 
put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to 
tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, 
more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And 
they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 
And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they 
held him to be a prophet.  

 
 [Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: Shoring Up the Foundations: Retrieving the Reformation Solas  
Sermon Title: Solo Christo: The Cornerstone of Our Faith 
Scripture: Isaiah 28:16 (Pg. 588 in the Pew Bible) 
16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD,  
“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion,  

a stone, a tested stone,  
a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:  

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’  
 

[Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Solo Christo: The Cornerstone of Our Faith  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
The Problem Today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Problem Then 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Retrieving Solo Christo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because Christ is the cornerstone of our Faith, we must be centered on 
Christ.  
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COMMUNION HYMN               BEHOLD THE LAMB 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  

 
 HYMN OF RESPONSE # 92         A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 

 
 BENEDICTION 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
10/31 Psalms 13-14  2 Kings 19  Acts 21:37-22:29 
11/1 Psalms 15  Hebrews 11:1-12:2  Revelation 19:1-10 
11/2 Psalms 15-16  2 Kings 20  Acts 22:30-23:11 
11/3 Psalms 17  2 Kings 21  Acts 23:12-35 
11/4 Psalms 18  2 Kings 22  Acts 24 
11/5 Psalms 19  2 Kings 23:1-20  Acts 25 
11/6 Psalms 20  2 Kings 23:21-35  Acts 26 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation? 
A. The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not from any virtue in 
them, or in him that doth administer them; but only by the blessing of Christ, and 
the working of his Spirit in them that by faith receive them. 
Q. 92. What is a sacrament? 
A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ; wherein, by sensible signs, 
Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, are represented, sealed, and applied 
to believers. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Luke Bert Visit 

On November 14th Luke Bert will be visiting with us from Quebec. During the 
Sunday School hour, he will share with us what God is doing in Quebec, then he 
will preach. After the service there will be a light luncheon (Stay tuned for more 
info).  

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes:  

Hope Women will be joining together on Saturday, November 6 at 10:30 to pack 
shoeboxes. We will go out to lunch after this. The last day for shoeboxes to be 
brought to church is November 7th. 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome) : Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of 
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on November 
6th at 9 AM. 

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
November 20th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please 
see Cheryl Straka. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on this Thursday, November 4, from 6:30-7:45 
p.m. All are welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope. 
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and 
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.   

Team 2 (Rebecca, Janet, Emily, Dale, Fred) will sing throughout the month of 
October. Please be at the church to rehearse each Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
Thank you.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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