HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
November 28, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).”
—Matthew 1:22-23

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: God Keeps His Promises. Today is the first Sunday in Advent.
Advent means coming and refers to the period in the Christian calendar that
commemorates the incarnation of Christ. This year we will be looking at the birth
of Jesus from Matthews Gospel. Matthew begins with a genealogy, tracing the
lineage of Jesus back through David to Abraham. In doing so, he anticipates who
Jesus is and also shows that Jesus is proof that God keeps his covenant promises.
Two promises in particular. Promises to Abraham and David. So even before Jesus
is born, we are anticipating who he is and what he will do. Situated within the
genealogy, Matthew shows that God, the covenant-keeping God, has ordered
history so that a long line of godly men would culminate with Jesus.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“it was in the power of none other to turn the corruptible to incorruption, except the Savior
Himself, that had at the beginning also made all things out of nothing: and that none other could
create anew the likeness of God’s image for men, save the Image of the Father; and that none
other could render the mortal immortal, save our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Very Life.”
— Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word

PRELUDE
LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
[Leader]:
Today we light the first advent candle, this candle represents
God’s covenant faithfulness for he who promised is faithful as it
says in Joshua 21:45 “Not one word of all the good promises
that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all
came to pass.”
[Reader]:
Acts 13:16–23 (ESV) —“Men of Israel and you who
fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel
chose our fathers and made the people great during
their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm
he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he
put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after
destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he
gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this
took about 450 years. And after that he gave them
judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked
for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And
when he had removed him, he raised up David to be
their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have
found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart,
who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man’s offspring
God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he
promised.
[Leader]:
We are reminded how God so many years before
promised to David that his offspring would sit on his
throne. Jesus is the fulfillment of that covenant promise,
proving that God keeps his word.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

[Congregation]:
 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 111:1-5
[Leader]:

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my
whole heart, in the company of the upright, in the
congregation.
Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who
delight in them.
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his
righteousness endures forever.
He has caused his wondrous works to be
remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. He
provides food for those who fear him; he remembers
his covenant forever.

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Together]:

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE #211

GOD REST YE, MERRY GENTLEMEN

CONFESSION OF SIN
Hebrews 3:12–13 (ESV) — 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil,
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one
another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by
the deceitfulness of sin.
EXHORTATION
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CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father and God, you are just in all your ways and true
in all that you do. Your word does not return to you void but
accomplishes all your holy will. Yet, we have trouble believing you,
we give in to doubt and unbelief which leads to sin. O Lord we
believe, help our unbelief. Forgive the sin that so easily besets us,
and work in us that which is pleasing in your sight. For the sake of
your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hebrews 4:14–16 (ESV) — 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 201

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

…TO HIS GLORY
NEW MEMBER VOWS
MATTHEW LIST
1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly
deserving His displeasure, and without hope, save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners,
and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in
the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise in humble reliance upon the grace of the
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?
4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of
your ability?
5. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of this Church, and
promise to study its purity and peace?
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Genesis 15:1-6 & 2 Samuel 7:8-17
Genesis 15:1–6 (ESV) — 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in
a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be
your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number
the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
2 Samuel 7:8–17 (ESV) — 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you
wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in
their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD
will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a
son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the
stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took
it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 17
In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan
spoke to David.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
HYMN OF PREPARATION #196
COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS *

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: Advent—Matthew: God with us.
Sermon Title: God Keeps His Promises.
Scripture: Matthew 1:1–17 (ESV) — 1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father
of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of
David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the
father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of
Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and
Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to
Babylon. 12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor
the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15
and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the
father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus
was born, who is called Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

God Keeps His Promises.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Matthew 1:1-17
Where did Jesus come from?

Jesus is the son of Abraham.

Jesus is the son of David.

Jesus is the proof that God keeps covenant.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE #214



BENEDICTION

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Sermon Discussion Question
1. Why is the genealogy of Jesus important.
2. What were the promises that God made to Abraham? How does Jesus fulfill
these?
3. What were the promises that God made to David? How does Jesus fulfill
these?
4. What does Jesus promise us?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

11/28
11/29
11/30
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/4

Psalms 42
Psalms 43
Psalms 44
Psalms 45
Psalms 46
Psalms 47
Psalms 48

Zechariah 7-8
Zechariah 9-10
Zechariah 11-12
Zechariah 13-14
Esther 1
Esther 2
Esther 3-4

John 3:1-21
John 3:22-36
John 4:1-42
John 4:43-5:18
John 5:19-47
John 6:1-21
John 6:22-71

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 98. What is prayer?
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to his will,
in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of
his mercies.
Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer?
A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; but the special rule of
direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples, commonly called
the Lord’s Prayer.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Caroling
December 19th. More information to follow.

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on November
6th at 9 AM.
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Announcements
Hope Women
Women’s Ministry will be having their Christmas gathering on December 4,
starting with activities at 3:00. Followed by a catered dinner by Marianacci’s
Restaurant at 5:00. The cost will be $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for young ladies
12 and under.

Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
December 19th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please
see Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team will practice on this Thursday, December 2nd, from 6:30-7:45
p.m. All are welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope.
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.

Team 2 (Rebecca, Janet, Emily, Dale, Fred) will sing throughout the month of
October. Please be at the church to rehearse each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.
Thank you.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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