
“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).” 

 —Matthew 1:22-23 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: A Light to the Nations  Today is the third Sunday in Advent. 
Advent means coming and refers to the period in the Christian calendar that 
commemorates the incarnation of Christ. This year we will be looking at the birth 
of Jesus from Matthews Gospel.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
PRELUDE 
“Women’s Ensemble”                    O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE              

[Leader]:  Today we light the third advent candle, this candle represents 
light to the nations. God had long ago promised that the 
Messiah would be a light to the nations. As the Lord promised 
in Isaiah 42:6-7 “I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 
light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring 
out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who 
sit in darkness. 

[Reader]: Isaiah 9:2–7 (ESV) — The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

[Leader]: We are reminded how the dawning light of the 
incarnation was the hope of all the nations, bringing 
sight to the blind, to those who sat in darkness.   
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WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 67:1-5 
[Leader]:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his 

face to shine upon us,  
[Congregation]:  that your way may be known on earth, your saving 

power among all nations. 
[Leader]:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 

praise you! 
[Congregation]:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you 

judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations 
upon earth.  

[Leader]: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you! 

 
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE  #219            ALL PRAISE TO THEE, ETERNAL GOD 

    
CONFESSION OF SIN 

Jeremiah 4:1–2 (ESV) — 1 “If you return, O Israel, declares the LORD, to me you 
should return. If you remove your detestable things from my presence, and do not 
waver, 2 and if you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, 
then nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.”  

EXHORTATION  
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you have called us to be a light to the world 
around us, but sadly our lives have not let the light of your glory 
shine. Instead, our sins, and failure to embody righteousness, have 
led people away from the truth. For we have not modeled true 
repentance, turning from sin towards you. Forgive us O Lord, and 
restore us so that we may once again shine the light of your glory 
in lives adorned by the gospel. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Revelation 21:23–24 (ESV) — 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine 
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the 
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it  

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 197           COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE
      

…TO HIS GLORY 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Isaiah 60 (ESV) — 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory 
will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall 
be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and 
exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the 
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nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 7 All the flocks of 
Kedar shall be gathered to you; the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; they shall 
come up with acceptance on my altar, and I will beautify my beautiful house. 8 Who 
are these that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their windows? 9 For the coastlands 
shall hope for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your children from afar, their 
silver and gold with them, for the name of the LORD your God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel, because he has made you beautiful. 10 Foreigners shall build up your walls, 
and their kings shall minister to you; for in my wrath I struck you, but in my favor I 
have had mercy on you. 11 Your gates shall be open continually; day and night they 
shall not be shut, that people may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their 
kings led in procession. 12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall 
perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. 13 The glory of Lebanon shall come 
to you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of my sanctuary, and 
I will make the place of my feet glorious. 14 The sons of those who afflicted you shall 
come bending low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at your feet; they 
shall call you the City of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15 Whereas you 
have been forsaken and hated, with no one passing through, I will make you majestic 
forever, a joy from age to age. 16 You shall suck the milk of nations; you shall nurse at 
the breast of kings; and you shall know that I, the LORD, am your Savior and your 
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 17 Instead of bronze I will bring gold, and instead 
of iron I will bring silver; instead of wood, bronze, instead of stones, iron. I will make 
your overseers peace and your taskmasters righteousness. 18 Violence shall no more 
be heard in your land, devastation or destruction within your borders; you shall call 
your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise. 19 The sun shall be no more your light by 
day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; but the LORD will be your 
everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 20 Your sun shall no more go down, 
nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your 
days of mourning shall be ended. 21 Your people shall all be righteous; they shall 
possess the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
might be glorified. 22 The least one shall become a clan, and the smallest one a 
mighty nation; I am the LORD; in its time I will hasten it.  
 

 [Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION # 205            HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING * 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: Advent—Matthew: God with us. 
Sermon Title: A Light to the Nations.   
Scripture: Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) — 1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “ ‘And you, 
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod 
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that 
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  
 

[Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

A Light to the Nations.    
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

How does Jesus draw those who love him to his light? 

Through His creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Through His Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because Jesus is the Light of the world, we must point the nations to Him 
through His creation and the Word. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE # 199             SEE, AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW          
              
 BENEDICTION 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
12/12 Psalms 57  Ezra 7  John 11:1-44 
12/13 Psalms 58  Ezra 8  John 11:45-12:11 
12/14 Psalms 59  Ezra 9  John 12:12-36a 
12/15 Psalms 60  Ezra 10  John 12:36-50 
12/16 Psalms 61  Nehemiah 1-2  John 13:1-20 
12/17 Psalms 62  Nehemiah 3  John 13:21-38 
12/18 Psalms 63  Nehemiah 4  John 14 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second petition? 
A. In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, we pray that Satan’s 
kingdom may be destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, 
ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory 
may be hastened. 
Q. 103. What do we pray for in the third petition? 
A. In the third petition, which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, we 
pray that God, by his grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey, and 
submit to his will in all things, as the angels do in heaven. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Christmas Caroling 

On Sunday, December 19th we will be Caroling to various locations visiting and 
singing to some of our members and friends.  We suggest that you bring a lunch to 
the church as we plan to leave at 1:00 p.m. to travel to B.J. Schultz’s home in 
Hanover Twp., Luzerne County.  From there we will return to Lackawanna County 
and visit several homes in the Moosic area and then on to the Zale’s home in Green 
Ridge.  If you plan on attending, please dress for the weather and bring a plate of 
cookies to share.  Cocoa will be provided.  

Wedding shower brunch 

You all are invited to a Wedding Shower Brunch for Thomas and Eden on 
Saturday, January 15, at 10:30 a.m. here at the church. This event is for 
everyone: men, women, youth, and children. Please sign-up on the sheet on the 
hall bulletin board, so the Brocks know how much food to prepare. 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of 
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on February 
5th at 9 AM. It will be a breakfast.  

Hope Women Study Groups -  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
December 18th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please 
see Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. All are 
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope. 
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and 
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.   
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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