HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
December 19, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).”
—Matthew 1:22-23

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.

Sermon Theme: God Keeps His Promises. Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent.
Advent means coming and refers to the period in the Christian calendar that
commemorates the incarnation of Christ. This year we will be looking at the birth
of Jesus from Matthews Gospel.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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PRELUDE
LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE
[Leader]:
Today we light the fourth advent candle, this candle represents
the sword. We must never forget that the incarnation was not
a hallmark card. As Simeon said to Mary after blessing Jesus
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will
pierce through your own soul also).”
[Reader]:
Matthew 10:34–39 (ESV) — “Do not think that I have
come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a
man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her motherin-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his
own household. Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.”
[Leader]:
We are reminded that God has placed enmity between
the seed of the woman, and the seed of the serpent. That
enmity exists today dividing all of humanity between
those who trust in Christ and those who do not.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

[Congregation]:
 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 53:1, 4-6
[Leader]:

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are
corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there is none who
does good.
Have those who work evil no knowledge, who eat up
my people as they eat bread, and do not call upon
God?
There they are, in great terror, where there is no terror!
For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against
you; you put them to shame, for God has rejected them.
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
When God restores the fortunes of his people, let
Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

[Together]:

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE # 225

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Matthew 5:10–12 (ESV) — 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, we confess that we want comfort and ease
rather than suffering; we want wealth and prosperity for security,
rather than trusting in you. We have gone out of our way to avoid
suffering, and in so doing have wandered from the path of the
righteous. forgive us O Lord for wanting a kingdom that costs us
nothing; for wanting glory without first taking up our cross and
following Jesus. Teach us to trust you in the midst of suffering,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
John 16:20–22 (ESV) — 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but
the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21
When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when
she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a
human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will
see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 199

SEE, AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

SCRIPTURE LESSON— Revelation 12:1–17 (ESV) — 1 And a great sign appeared
in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her
head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains
and the agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great
red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His
tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the
dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore
her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which
she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his
angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but
he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And the
great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying,
“Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives
even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But
woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath,
because he knows that his time is short!” 13 And when the dragon saw that he had
been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the
male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she
might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a
river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the
earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became
furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on
those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he
stood on the sand of the sea.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

HYMN OF PREPARATION #194

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL*

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: Advent—Matthew: God with us.
Sermon Title: Not Peace but a Sword.
Scripture: Matthew 2:13–23 (ESV) — 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his
mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I
called my son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise
men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in
all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had
ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.” 19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of
Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the
child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he
went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets
might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

Not Peace But a Sword.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23

Israel, again…

The sword in Ramah, again…

The humble king from the sticks.

Because Jesus did not come to bring peace but the sword, we must expect
hardship and persecution.
DECEMBER 19, 2021



HYMN OF RESPONSE #205



BENEDICTION

AWAY IN A MANGER

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING

12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25

Psalms 64
Psalms 65
Psalms 66-67
Psalms 68
Psalms 69
Psalms 85
Psalms 45

Nehemiah 5
Nehemiah 6:1-7:4
Nehemiah 7:5-73
Nehemiah 8
Nehemiah 9:1-37
Isaiah 7:10-17
Isaiah 11:1-10

John 15:1-17
John 15:18-16:15
John 16:16-33
John 17
John 18:1-27
Luke 1:26-56
Matthew 1:18-25

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 104. What do we pray for in the fourth petition?
A. In the fourth petition, which is, Give us this day our daily bread, we pray that
of God’s free gift we may receive a competent portion of the good things of this
life, and enjoy his blessing with them.
Q. 105. What do we pray for in the fifth petition?
A. In the fifth petition, which is, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, would freely pardon all our sins; which we are
the rather encouraged to ask, because by his grace we are enabled from the heart
to forgive others.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

The Poinsettias That Grace Our Sanctuary
In Memory of Our Parents
Bill & Beverly Barnes
In Honor of Declan Bixler

Kathy Bixler & Kay Denesevich

In Memory of Frank Rusticus

Rosemary Battista

In Memory of Ken Bixler

Kathy Bixler & Kay Denesvich

With Love for Our Children

David & Jennifer Brock

Ivan & Barbara Raught; Cheryl Brock

The Brock Family

With Honor toward our parents:

In Memory of Margaret & Raymond Heckman

The Heckman Family

In Memory of George & Doris Lutz

The Dan Rogers Family

In Memory of Joan & Jimmy Fahey

Vince & Mary Lou Rogers

In Memory of Jewel & Oscar Young

In Memory of Eleanore Lutz

The Heckman Family

The Dan Rogers Family

In Memory of Pfc. Daniel James Straka

The Straka Family

In Honor of Ruth & Kathleen Zale

Dr. Matthew Zale

In Memory of Dr. Tony Zale
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Dr. Matthew Zale

Announcements
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Service begins at 7 PM.
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on February
5th at 9 AM.

Hope Women Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
January 15th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team will practice on this Thursdays, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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