HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
December 26, 2021
The Lord’s Day

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).”
—Matthew 1:22-23

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: The Dawning of the Light. We have celebrated Christmas, a
celebration of the birth of Jesus, a celebration of the incarnation of the Son of God.
Jesus’ birth was one of those events that changed everything, nothing could
remain the same. But lying in the manger as a little baby, at that moment it was
hopes and dreams; promises and expectations. What does Christmas mean? And
how does that impact us, here today? We are still in that same story, and in one
sense we are still waiting for the full implications of the incarnation. But to
understand what Christmas means we look this morning to the beginning of Jesus’
ministry, and his first sermon. We find in Matthew 4:12-17 that Christmas means
light to the gentiles and the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“The necessity of repentance is one of the great foundations, which lie at the very bottom of
Christianity. It needs to be pressed on all mankind without exception.—High or low, rich or poor,
all have sinned and are guilty before God; and all must repent and be converted, if they would be
saved. And true repentance is no light matter. It is a thorough change of heart about sin, a change
showing itself in godly sorrow and humiliation,—in heartfelt confession before the throne of
grace,—in a complete breaking off from sinful habits, and an abiding hatred of all sin. Such
repentance is the inseparable companion of saving faith in Christ.”
— J.C. Ryle Expository Thoughts on the Gospel of Matthew

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 95:1-9
[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his
presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to
him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above
all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the
heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his,
for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel
before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
when your fathers put me to the test and put me to the
proof, though they had seen my work.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE #207
GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN, REJOICE
CONFESSION OF SIN
Jeremiah 25:4–6 (ESV)
4 You have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although the LORD
persistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, 5 saying, ‘Turn now, every one
of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the LORD has
given to you and your fathers from of old and forever. 6 Do not go after other gods to
serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with the work of your hands. Then I
will do you no harm.’
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION Adapted from 1928 Book of Common Prayer
[Together]: Turn us, O good Lord, and so shall we be turned. Be
favorable, O Lord, Be favorable to your people, Who turn to you in
weeping, fasting, and praying. For you are a merciful God, Full of
compassion, Long-suffering, and of great pity. You spare us when
we deserve punishment, And in your wrath remember mercy. Spare
your people, good Lord, spare them, And let not your heritage be
brought to confusion. Hear us, O Lord, for your mercy is great, And
after the multitude of your mercies look upon us; Through the
merits and mediation of your blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Jonah 3:10 (ESV)
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY



PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Isaiah 9:1–7 (ESV) — 1 But there will be no gloom for her
who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them
has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the
spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
HYMN OF PREPARATION #199 See, amid the winter’s *

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY

Sermon Series: Advent—Matthew: God with us.
Sermon Title: The Dawning of the Light
Scripture: Matthew 4:12–17 (ESV) — 12 Now when he heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16 the
people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the
region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” 17 From that time Jesus
began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
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Sermon Notes:

The Dawning of the Light
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Matthew 4:12-17

What is the meaning of Christmas?
It means light to Gentiles.

It means the kingdom of God is at hand.

Since the incarnation of God the Son means light to the Gentiles and that the
kingdom of God has arrived, we must repent from sin.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE #208



BENEDICTION

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING

11/28
11/29
11/30
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/4

Psalms 42
Psalms 43
Psalms 44
Psalms 45
Psalms 46
Psalms 47
Psalms 48

Zechariah 7-8
Zechariah 9-10
Zechariah 11-12
Zechariah 13-14
Esther 1
Esther 2
Esther 3-4

John 3:1-21
John 3:22-36
John 4:1-42
John 4:43-5:18
John 5:19-47
John 6:1-21
John 6:22-71

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 98. What is prayer?
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to his will,
in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of
his mercies.
Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer?
A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; but the special rule of
direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples, commonly called
the Lord’s Prayer.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast
on February 5th at 9 AM.

Hope Women Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
January 29th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope.
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)

DECEMBER 26, 2021

