
“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).” 
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HOPE CHURCH 

Public Service of Worship 
December 5, 2021 

The Lord’s Day 
 

 
 



DECEMBER 5, 2021 

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: God With Us.  Today is the second Sunday in Advent. Advent 
means coming and refers to the period in the Christian calendar that 
commemorates the incarnation of Christ. This year we will be looking at the birth 
of Jesus from Matthews Gospel.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  
“it was in the power of none other to turn the corruptible to incorruption, except the Savior 
Himself, that had at the beginning also made all things out of nothing: and that none other could 
create anew the likeness of God’s image for men, save the Image of the Father; and that none 
other could render the mortal immortal, save our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Very Life.” 

— Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word 
PRELUDE 
LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE               

[Leader]:  Today we light the second advent candle, this candle 
represents Immanuel. The whole movement of scripture from 
beginning to the end is the story of God making a way to dwell 
with us. As it says in Exodus 29:45-46 “I will dwell among the 
people of Israel and will be their God. And they shall know that 
I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of 
Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their 
God.” 

[Reader]: Revelation 21:1–4 (ESV) — 1 Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

[Leader]: We are reminded then the staggering truth that in 
Christ, God has made his dwelling place with man. And 
we have access to the father through Jesus His son by the 
Holy Spirit.  
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WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 68:11-18 
[Leader]:  The Lord gives the word; the women who announce the 

news are a great host: “The kings of the armies—they 
flee, they flee!” The women at home divide the spoil— 
though you men lie among the sheepfolds— the wings of 
a dove covered with silver, its pinions with shimmering 
gold. When the Almighty scatters kings there, let snow 
fall on Zalmon.  

[Congregation]:  O mountain of God, mountain of Bashan; O many-
peaked mountain, mountain of Bashan! Why do you 
look with hatred, O many-peaked mountain, at the 
mount that God desired for his abode, yes, where the 
LORD will dwell forever? 

[Leader]:  The chariots of God are twice ten thousand, thousands 
upon thousands; the Lord is among them; Sinai is now in 
the sanctuary. 

[Together]:  You ascended on high, leading a host of captives in 
your train and receiving gifts among men, even 
among the rebellious, that the LORD God may dwell 
there. 

 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 

 
 HYMN OF PRAISE  #198    LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
1 John 2:21–25 (ESV) — 21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, 
but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father 
and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the 
Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son 
and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.  

EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, too often we have trivialized the incarnation 
forgetting how momentous it really was that your Son took on flesh 
and dwelt amongst us. When we should be humble we confess we 
are proud; when we should give honor we confess we give little 
thought. We have not lived our lives as if you dwelt amongst us, 
carrying on in our bodies the same sins that Christ came to earth to 
pay for. Forgive us O Lord, and teach us to live godly and upright 
lives until the time of His appearing, through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
1 John 2:28–29 (ESV) — 28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he 
appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 
If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 
righteousness has been born of him.  

  
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING# 199         SEE, AMID THE WINTERS SNOW
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…TO HIS GLORY 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON— Ezekiel 37:21–28 (ESV) — 21 then say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among 
which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their 
own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. 
And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and 
no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore 
with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I 
will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 24 “My servant David shall 
be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules 
and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my 
servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s 
children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 
26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in 
their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD 
who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”  
 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #659      LET US PRAISE GOD TOGETHER* 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: Advent—Matthew: God with us. 
Sermon Title: The Incarnation of God in Christ  
Scripture: Matthew 1:18–25 (ESV)  

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet:  
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall call his name Immanuel”  
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  

[Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

The Incarnation of God in Christ     
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

How did the birth of Jesus take place? 

By the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with the Scriptures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because God the Son became incarnate by the Holy Spirit just as His word 
promised, we must believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

COMMUNION HYMN              EMMANUEL  
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  

 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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 BENEDICTION 
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

12/5 Psalms 49  Esther 5-6  John 7:1-24 
12/6 Psalms 50  Esther 7-8  John 7:25-53 
12/7 Psalms 51  Esther 9-10  John 8:1-30 
12/8 Psalms 52  Ezra 1-2  John 8:31-59 
12/9 Psalms 53-54  Ezra 3:1-4:6  John 9 
12/10 Psalms 55  Ezra 4:7-5:17  John 10:1-21 
12/11 Psalms 56  Ezra 6  John 10:22-42 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us? 
A. The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, Our Father which art in heaven, 
teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence and confidence, as children 
to a father, able and ready to help us; and that we should pray with and for others. 
Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first petition? 
A. In the first petition, which is, Hallowed be thy name, we pray that God would 
enable us, and others, to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh himself 
known; and that he would dispose all things to his own glory. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Christmas Caroling 

December 19th. More information to follow.  

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). A Survey of 
Church History (A.D. 100-2000) by W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Ministries. Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets on the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at 
the church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. The next meeting will be on 
February 5TH  

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
December 18th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please 
see Cheryl Straka. 
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Announcements 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on this Thursday, December 2nd, from 6:30-7:45 
p.m. All are welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  

We want our singing to praise God and to reflect our unique Body here at Hope. 
Please email your favorite hymn or worship song to sixbrocks@yahoo.com, and 
we'll try to incorporate it into a service.   

Team 2 (Rebecca, Janet, Emily, Dale, Fred) will sing throughout the month of 
October. Please be at the church to rehearse each Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
Thank you.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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