HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
January 2, 2022
The Lord’s Day

“Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of
my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.”
—Jeremiah 15:16

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: Eat this Book: A Plea to Inhabit God’s Word. As we begin a new
year, we often reflect on the year that has passed us by and make resolutions for
the new year. In the spirit of that, we look at a couple of texts that compare the
word of God to food. Diet goals are usually high on the list of resolutions for the
new year, but what about your spiritual diet? We will not survive the coming year,
living as we all are in a post-Christian society, without an adequate diet of the
Word of God. So my plea to you in all your resolutions for 2022—Tolle Lege, take
up and read. Make 2022 the year that you inhabit the Word of God like your life
depended on it, because it does.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

[Congregation]:
 CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 105:1-6
[Leader]:

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make
known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his
wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek
the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence
continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his
miracles, and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of
Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE # 12

EXALT THE LORD, HIS PRAISE PROCLAIM

CONFESSION OF SIN
James 1:22–25 (ESV)
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at
his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once
forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be
blessed in his doing.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
1 John 1:9 (ESV)
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING
WONDERFUL, MERCIFUL SAVIOR
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
CONFESSING THE FAITH
Adapted from the Nicene Creed
[leader]:
Christian, what do you believe?
[Congregation]:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
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 DOXOLOGY #731

SCRIPTURE LESSON— Psalm 119:33–48 (ESV)
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your
41 Let your steadfast love come to me,
statutes;
O LORD,
your salvation according to
and I will keep it to the end.
your promise;
34 Give me understanding, that I may
42 then shall I have an answer for him
keep your law
who taunts me,
and observe it with my whole
for I trust in your word.
heart.
43 And take not the word of truth
35 Lead me in the path of your
utterly out of my mouth,
commandments,
for my hope is in your rules.
for I delight in it.
44 I will keep your law continually,
36 Incline my heart to your
forever and ever,
testimonies,
45 and I shall walk in a wide place,
and not to selfish gain!
for I have sought your precepts.
37 Turn my eyes from looking at
46 I will also speak of your testimonies
worthless things;
before kings
and give me life in your ways.
and shall not be put to shame,
38 Confirm to your servant your
47 for I find my delight in your
promise,
commandments,
that you may be feared.
which I love.
39 Turn away the reproach that I
48 I will lift up my hands toward your
dread,
commandments, which I
for your rules are good.
love,
40 Behold, I long for your precepts;
and I will meditate on your
in your righteousness give me
statutes.
life!
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:



This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

HYMN OF PREPARATION #80

LORD, WITH GLOWING HEART I’D PRAISE THEE*

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: State of the Church
Sermon Title: Eat this Book: A plea to Inhabit God’s Word
Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:1–20 (ESV)

1 “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you
may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your
fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your
heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and let you
hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that
comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did
not swell these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the
LORD your God disciplines you. 6 So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God
by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8 a
land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and
honey, 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 And you shall eat
and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.
11 “Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his
rules and his statutes, which I command you today, 12 lest, when you have eaten and are full
and have built good houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and
your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart be
lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery
serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water
out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not
know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. 17 Beware lest you
say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18 You
shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 And if you forget the
LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you
today that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before
you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.

[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
JANUARY 2, 2022

Sermon Notes:

Eat This Book: A Plea to Inhabit God’s Word
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: Deut. 8

How do we persevere in a post-Christian culture?

The place of testing.

The purpose of testing.

The way to endure testing.

Because God’s Word nourishes faith, we must come and eat His word.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

COMMUNION HYMN (Hymn of Month)

JESUS, STRONG AND KIND

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
JANUARY 2, 2022

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF RESPONSE

NOW UNTO JEHOVAH
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BENEDICTION

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. What have been some significant wilderness experiences that have shaped
you personally?
2. What is the purpose of walking through the wilderness?
3. What resources does God give us to persevere amid our wilderness
sojourning?
4. What are some ways that you will commit to inhabiting the word this year?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING

1/2
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/8

Psalms 77
Psalms 78:1-39
Psalms 78:40-72
Psalms 79
[Epiphany]
Psalms 29
Psalms 80
Psalms 81

Job 2:11-3:26
Job 4-5
Job 6-7
Job 8

1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13
1 Thessalonians 4
1 Thessalonians 5

Isaiah 49:1-7
Job 9-10
Job 11-12

Matthew 12:15-21
2 Thessalonians 1
2 Thessalonians 2

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.
Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.
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Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Undecorating January 8th at 10 AM.
Congregational meeting January 23rd after the service.

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast
on February 5th at 9 AM.

Hope Women Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
January 29th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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