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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: In Desperate Times I will Provide. David is now officially a fugitive on 
the run. Fleeing away from Saul David takes refugee in the wilderness. This begins a long 
sojourn fleeing from one place to the next to avoid Saul until Saul is killed in battle. 
Eventually, David settles into a rhythm and learns to trust God to work out his plans, 
finding refuge in Him alone. But in this text today David is still learning. His desperation at 
his situation causes him to make some regrettable decisions. But even in desperate times, 
we see that God is steadily providing for David. We learn a valuable lesson as we look at 
this episode in David’s life, a lesson Paul outlines so clearly in Romans 8:28 “for those who 
love God all things work together for good.” Just as David learns to trust God in desperate 
times so to do we need to cast our cares upon in times of need. Since God works all things 
together for our good, we must trust that he will provide when times are desperate. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“So let me ask, Do you trust God? If you are a Christian, you have trusted him in the matter of your 
salvation. That is the greatest thing. God has saved you from sin, hell, and the devil. If you are a 
Christian, you believe he has done that. But if he has done that, can you not also trust him in lesser 
things like loneliness or even those sometimes dangerous circumstances that cause fear and 
desperation? The Bible teaches that God will take care of you if you belong to him and are 
following after Jesus Christ.” 

—James Montgomery Boice, Psalms Vol 2 
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 100:1-3 
[Leader]:  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the 

LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who 
made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 

  
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE                          JESUS, STRONG AND KIND 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 56:1–13 (ESV)  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO THE DOVE ON FAR-OFF TEREBINTHS. A MIKTAM OF 
DAVID, WHEN THE PHILISTINES SEIZED HIM IN GATH.  
Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;  

all day long an attacker oppresses me;  
my enemies trample on me all day long,  

for many attack me proudly.  
When I am afraid,  

I put my trust in you.  
In God, whose word I praise,  

in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.  
What can flesh do to me?  

All day long they injure my cause;  
all their thoughts are against me for evil.  

They stir up strife, they lurk;  
they watch my steps,  
as they have waited for my life.  

For their crime will they escape?  
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!  

You have kept count of my tossings;  
put my tears in your bottle.  
Are they not in your book?  

Then my enemies will turn back  
in the day when I call.  
This I know, that God is for me.  

In God, whose word I praise,  
in the LORD, whose word I praise,  

in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.  
What can man do to me?  

I must perform my vows to you, O God;  
I will render thank offerings to you.  

For you have delivered my soul from death,  
yes, my feet from falling,  

that I may walk before God  
in the light of life.  



JANUARY 23, 2022 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Matthew 6:25 (ESV) — 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing?...27 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  

EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, we live in an anxious age, and we confess that 
at times we are swept up in that anxiety. We doubt the simple truth 
of your word that you are working all things together for our good. 
Help us in times of desperation to trust in you; forgive us we pray, 
for our lack of faith, deal graciously with us, and remember that 
we are dust. Turn our eyes towards Christ, whose all-sufficient 
sacrifice has paid the penalty for our sins. In him, we rest, assured 
that you as our heavenly father will care for our daily needs, even 
in desperate times. Through him, we offer our prayer of confession, 
and for his sake we ask that you hear our prayer. Amen 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Matthew 6:32–33 (ESV) — 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING # 77    PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN
     

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— 2 Corinthians 4:7–18 (ESV)  
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 

power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we 
who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, 
but life in you.  

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been 
written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 
knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 
bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.  

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we 
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.  
 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #727        OPEN OUR EYES, LORD* 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: In Desperate Times I will Provide.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 21:1–22:5 (ESV)  
1 Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech came to 
meet David, trembling, and said to him, “Why are you alone, and no one with 
you?” 2 And David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has charged me with 
a matter and said to me, ‘Let no one know anything of the matter about which I 
send you, and with which I have charged you.’ I have made an appointment 
with the young men for such and such a place. 3 Now then, what do you have 
on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever is here.” 4 And the priest 
answered David, “I have no common bread on hand, but there is holy bread—if 
the young men have kept themselves from women.” 5 And David answered the 
priest, “Truly women have been kept from us as always when I go on an 
expedition. The vessels of the young men are holy even when it is an ordinary 
journey. How much more today will their vessels be holy?” 6 So the priest gave 
him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but the bread of the Presence, 
which is removed from before the LORD, to be replaced by hot bread on the day 
it is taken away.  

7 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained 
before the LORD. His name was Doeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul’s herdsmen.  

8 Then David said to Ahimelech, “Then have you not here a spear or a sword 
at hand? For I have brought neither my sword nor my weapons with me, 
because the king’s business required haste.” 9 And the priest said, “The sword 
of Goliath the Philistine, whom you struck down in the Valley of Elah, behold, it 
is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you will take that, take it, for 
there is none but that here.” And David said, “There is none like that; give it to 
me.”  

10 And David rose and fled that day from Saul and went to Achish the king 
of Gath. 11 And the servants of Achish said to him, “Is not this David the king 
of the land? Did they not sing to one another of him in dances,  
‘Saul has struck down his thousands,  

and David his ten thousands’?”  
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12 And David took these words to heart and was much afraid of Achish the 
king of Gath. 13 So he changed his behavior before them and pretended to be 
insane in their hands and made marks on the doors of the gate and let his 
spittle run down his beard. 14 Then Achish said to his servants, “Behold, you 
see the man is mad. Why then have you brought him to me? 15 Do I lack 
madmen, that you have brought this fellow to behave as a madman in my 
presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?”  
1 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And when 
his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they went down there to him. 2 
And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and 
everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered to him. And he became commander 
over them. And there were with him about four hundred men.  

3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of 
Moab, “Please let my father and my mother stay with you, till I know what God 
will do for me.” 4 And he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with 
him all the time that David was in the stronghold. 5 Then the prophet Gad said 
to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of 
Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth.  
 

[Leader]:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

In Desperate Times I will Provide.     
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 21:1-22:5 

How does God provide when we are desperate? 

God provides for our basic needs. 

 

 

 

God provides a way of escape. 

 

 

 

God provides a community. 

 

 

 

God provides prophetic guidance. 

 

 

Since God works all things together for our good, we must trust that he will 
provide when times are desperate. 
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 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Can you recall some desperate times from your own life when the Lord 
provided for you? 

2. What is your view of the Sabbath? 
3. How do these episodes in David’s life point to a better fulfillment in Christ? 

(Discuss the ways Jesus is bread escape from enemies, community, and 
prophetic guidance).  

4. What lesson did David learn from his early mistakes?  
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

1/23 Psalms 97  Job 36-37  1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
1/24 Psalms 98  Job 38  1 Corinthians 8 
1/25 Psalms 99  Job 39-40  1 Corinthians 9 
1/26 Psalms 100-101  Job 41-42  1 Corinthians 10 
1/27 Psalms 102  Proverbs 1  1 Corinthians 11 
1/28 Psalms 103  Proverbs 2:1-3:12  1 Corinthians 12 
1/29 Psalms 104  Proverbs 3:13-4:27  1 Corinthians 13 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 
A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 
Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead? 
A. There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and 
glory. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Congregational meeting Postponed until mid-late February.  

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast 
on February 5th at 9 AM. 

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
February 20th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see 
Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are 
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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