HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
January 16, 2022
The Lord’s Day

“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart”

—1 Samuel 13:14

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: The Importance of the Covenant Community. We are returning once
again to our series through the book of 1 Samuel. When we left off before Advent David
was on the run from Saul. Desperate, David turns to Jonathan his close friend for help to
escape the threat of death at the hand of Saul. IN Jonathan David finds a friend who
willingly lays aside his self-interests even risking personal harm to come to David’s aid.
We see in this episode the importance of the covenant community. The truth is we need
each other. God has made us for community, and when trouble strikes it is the covenant
community we should rely on to help us persevere. But do we? Do we rely on each other,
and perhaps more importantly are we reliable? Because God makes us a part of the
covenant community, we must rely on each other to persevere through repeated
hardships.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“A true friend loves at all times, concerned to constantly give and do good to his companions.
Therefore, until the root of selfishness is sufficiently weakened by God’s grace, true friendship,
which includes loyalty and faithfulness, cannot grow. Loyalty is manifested by faithfulness, and
faithfulness keeps its promises.”
—Steve Wilkens, Face to Face: Meditations on Friendship and Hospitality

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:



[Congregation]:
CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 24:7-10
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

[Together]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient
doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this
King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in
battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient
doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this
King of glory?
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! Selah

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 GLORIA PATRI #735




Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.
PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
HYMN OF PRAISE # 22
O THAT I HAD A THOUSAND VOICES

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 RESPONSIVE READING

Congregation responds with Bold type

Psalm 55:title–23 (ESV)
TO THE CHOIRMASTER: WITH STRINGED INSTRUMENTS. A MASKIL OF DAVID.
Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!
Attend to me, and answer me;
I am restless in my complaint and I moan,
because of the noise of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the wicked.
For they drop trouble upon me,
and in anger they bear a grudge against me.
My heart is in anguish within me;
the terrors of death have fallen upon me.
Fear and trembling come upon me,
and horror overwhelms me.
And I say, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove!
I would fly away and be at rest;
yes, I would wander far away;
I would lodge in the wilderness; Selah
I would hurry to find a shelter
from the raging wind and tempest.”
Destroy, O Lord, divide their tongues;
for I see violence and strife in the city.
Day and night they go around it on its walls,
and iniquity and trouble are within it; ruin is in its midst;
oppression and fraud do not depart from its marketplace.
For it is not an enemy who taunts me—
then I could bear it;
it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—
then I could hide from him.
But it is you, a man, my equal,
my companion, my familiar friend.
We used to take sweet counsel together;
within God’s house we walked in the throng.
Let death steal over them;
let them go down to Sheol alive;
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for evil is in their dwelling place and in their heart.
But I call to God,
and the LORD will save me.
Evening and morning and at noon
I utter my complaint and moan,
and he hears my voice.
He redeems my soul in safety
from the battle that I wage,
for many are arrayed against me.
God will give ear and humble them,
he who is enthroned from of old, Selah
because they do not change
and do not fear God.
My companion stretched out his hand against his friends;
he violated his covenant.
His speech was smooth as butter,
yet war was in his heart;
his words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.
Cast your burden on the LORD,
and he will sustain you;
he will never permit
the righteous to be moved.
But you, O God, will cast them down
into the pit of destruction;
men of blood and treachery
shall not live out half their days.
But I will trust in you.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

CONFESSION OF SIN
Proverbs 27:10 (ESV) — 10 Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend, and
do not go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor
who is near than a brother who is far away.
EXHORTATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, thank you for the gift of community. We are
grateful that you have given us the communion of saints, and the
fellowship of brothers and sisters in Christ. Yet, there are times
when we have not relied on the covenant community during
hardship; and other times when we have been slow to come to
another’s aid. Help us Lord to love one another even as Christ has
loved us, laying down his life for us. Forgive us, O Lord, and work in
us that which is pleasing in your sight. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Ephesians 2:19–22 (ESV) — 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a
holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit.
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…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Romans 12 (ESV)

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many,
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to
our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to
show hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another.
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!



* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

HYMN OF PREPARATION #697

WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE*
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: The Importance of the Covenant Community.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 20 (ESV)
1 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah and came and said before Jonathan, “What have I
done? What is my guilt? And what is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life?” 2 And
he said to him, “Far from it! You shall not die. Behold, my father does nothing either great or
small without disclosing it to me. And why should my father hide this from me? It is not so.” 3
But David vowed again, saying, “Your father knows well that I have found favor in your eyes,
and he thinks, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.’ But truly, as the LORD lives
and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death.” 4 Then Jonathan said to
David, “Whatever you say, I will do for you.” 5 David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomorrow is
the new moon, and I should not fail to sit at table with the king. But let me go, that I may hide
myself in the field till the third day at evening. 6 If your father misses me at all, then say, ‘David
earnestly asked leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for
all the clan.’ 7 If he says, ‘Good!’ it will be well with your servant, but if he is angry, then know
that harm is determined by him. 8 Therefore deal kindly with your servant, for you have
brought your servant into a covenant of the LORD with you. But if there is guilt in me, kill me
yourself, for why should you bring me to your father?” 9 And Jonathan said, “Far be it from
you! If I knew that it was determined by my father that harm should come to you, would I not
tell you?” 10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father answers you
roughly?” 11 And Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out into the field.” So they both went
out into the field.
12 And Jonathan said to David, “The LORD, the God of Israel, be witness! When I have
sounded out my father, about this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well
disposed toward David, shall I not then send and disclose it to you? 13 But should it please my
father to do you harm, the LORD do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to you
and send you away, that you may go in safety. May the LORD be with you, as he has been with
my father. 14 If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the LORD, that I may not die; 15
and do not cut off your steadfast love from my house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one
of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” 16 And Jonathan made a covenant with the
house of David, saying, “May the LORD take vengeance on David’s enemies.” 17 And Jonathan
made David swear again by his love for him, for he loved him as he loved his own soul.
18 Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and you will be missed,
because your seat will be empty. 19 On the third day go down quickly to the place where you
hid yourself when the matter was in hand, and remain beside the stone heap. 20 And I will
shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I shot at a mark. 21 And behold, I will send the
boy, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you,
take them,’ then you are to come, for, as the LORD lives, it is safe for you and there is no danger.
~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

22 But if I say to the youth, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you,’ then go, for the LORD has sent
you away. 23 And as for the matter of which you and I have spoken, behold, the LORD is
between you and me forever.”
24 So David hid himself in the field. And when the new moon came, the king sat down to eat
food. 25 The king sat on his seat, as at other times, on the seat by the wall. Jonathan sat
opposite, and Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was empty.
26 Yet Saul did not say anything that day, for he thought, “Something has happened to him.
He is not clean; surely he is not clean.” 27 But on the second day, the day after the new moon,
David’s place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why has not the son of Jesse
come to the meal, either yesterday or today?” 28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly
asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, for our clan holds a sacrifice in
the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there. So now, if I have found favor in your
eyes, let me get away and see my brothers.’ For this reason he has not come to the king’s
table.”
30 Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a
perverse, rebellious woman, do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own
shame, and to the shame of your mother’s nakedness? 31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives
on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be established. Therefore send and bring him
to me, for he shall surely die.” 32 Then Jonathan answered Saul his father, “Why should he be
put to death? What has he done?” 33 But Saul hurled his spear at him to strike him. So
Jonathan knew that his father was determined to put David to death. 34 And Jonathan rose
from the table in fierce anger and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved
for David, because his father had disgraced him.
35 In the morning Jonathan went out into the field to the appointment with David, and with
him a little boy. 36 And he said to his boy, “Run and find the arrows that I shoot.” As the boy
ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37 And when the boy came to the place of the arrow that
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after the boy and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?” 38
And Jonathan called after the boy, “Hurry! Be quick! Do not stay!” So Jonathan’s boy gathered
up the arrows and came to his master. 39 But the boy knew nothing. Only Jonathan and David
knew the matter. 40 And Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy and said to him, “Go and carry
them to the city.” 41 And as soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside the stone heap
and fell on his face to the ground and bowed three times. And they kissed one another and
wept with one another, David weeping the most. 42 Then Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace,
because we have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD shall be between
me and you, and between my offspring and your offspring, forever.’ ” And he rose and
departed, and Jonathan went into the city.

[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

The Importance of the Covenant Community.
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 20:1-42

How can we persevere through repeated hardships?
By relying on the covenant community.

By being reliable within the covenant community.

Because God makes us a part of the covenant community, we must rely on
each other to persevere through repeated hardships.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #681

HOW GENTLE GOD’S COMMANDS

 BENEDICTION
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Sermon Discussion Question
1. Why doe we simultaneously crave community, and find community so hard to
maintain?
2. Are there times when you were hesitant to rely on the covenant community
for help? If so what or who did you rely on to get through?
3. Do you have any close friends within the covenant community that you share
your life with?
4. How can you cultivate reliability within the covenant community?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

1/9
1/10
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15

Psalms 82
Psalms 83
Psalms 84
Psalms 85
Psalms 86
Psalms 87
Psalms 88

Job 13-14
Job 15
Job 16-17
Job 18-19
Job 20
Job 21
Job 22

2 Thessalonians 3
Galatians 1
Galatians 2
Galatians 3
Galatians 4
Galatians 5
Galatians 6

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning God, and
what duty God requires of man.
Q. 4. What is God?
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Congregational meeting January 23rd after the service.

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast
on February 5th at 9 AM.

Hope Women Study Groups -

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday,
January 29th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see
Cheryl Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

For music practice schedule please see Jenny Brock. All are welcome. We're also
looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.
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Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (Treasurer)

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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