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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Thriving, Not Just Surviving. Life as a fugitive is no cakewalk, made 
worse because David is innocent. But Saul, it seems, will stop at nothing, and that is the 
case until his dying breath. But as David flees from one place to the next, the narrator 
shows various aspects of David’s character being formed in the crucible of adversity. In 
our text this morning, the Narrator is especially concerned to show us how David relies on 
the Lord for guidance. He illustrates a principle essential in the Christian life to discern 
God’s will, we must use the means of grace, close attention to the word, and prayer. David 
hears that marauding Philistine raiders are attacking the city of Keilah. Moved with 
compassion for his people, he wants to help. But the story is a backdrop for showing us 
David’s close reliance on God for direction. While discerning God’s will for our life may 
seem mundane in comparison to David, the method hasn’t changed. Because God has 
given us His ordinary means of grace, we must rely on his word through prayer to 
discern God’s will. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? 
Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in his revealing to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit 
and word, in divers ways of administration, the whole will of God, in all things concerning their 
edification and salvation.” 

—Westminster Larger Catechism Ques. 43 
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From 1 Peter 1:3 
[Leader]:  Come, let us bless the God and Father of our LORD Jesus 

Christ! Who, according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, to an inheritance 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
us.  

 
  

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE  #18              YOU HOLY ANGELS BRIGHT 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 

Psalm 31:title–24 (ESV)  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID.  
In you, O LORD, do I take refuge;  

let me never be put to shame;  
in your righteousness deliver 

me!  
Incline your ear to me;  

rescue me speedily!  
Be a rock of refuge for me,  

a strong fortress to save me!  
For you are my rock and my fortress;  

and for your name’s sake you 
lead me and guide me;  

you take me out of the net they have 
hidden for me,  

for you are my refuge.  
Into your hand I commit my spirit;  

you have redeemed me,  
O LORD, faithful God.  

I hate those who pay regard to worthless 
idols,  

but I trust in the LORD.  
I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast 

love,  
because you have seen my 

affliction; you have known 
the distress of my soul,  

and you have not delivered me into the 
hand of the enemy;  

you have set my feet in a broad 
place.  

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in 
distress;  

my eye is wasted from grief;  
my soul and my body also.  

For my life is spent with sorrow,  
and my years with sighing;  

my strength fails because of my iniquity,  
and my bones waste away.  

Because of all my adversaries I have 
become a reproach,  

 especially to my neighbors,  
and an object of dread to my 

acquaintances;  
those who see me in the street 

flee from me.  
I have been forgotten like one who is 

dead;  
I have become like a broken 

vessel.  
For I hear the whispering of many—  

terror on every side!—  
as they scheme together against me,  

as they plot to take my life.  
But I trust in you, O LORD;  

I say, “You are my God.”  
My times are in your hand;  

rescue me from the hand of my 
enemies and from my 
persecutors!  

Make your face shine on your servant;  
save me in your steadfast love!  

O LORD, let me not be put to shame,  
for I call upon you;  
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let the wicked be put to shame;  
let them go silently to Sheol.  

Let the lying lips be mute,  
which speak insolently against the righteous  
in pride and contempt.  

Oh, how abundant is your goodness,  
which you have stored up for those who fear you  

and worked for those who take refuge in you,  
in the sight of the children of mankind!  

In the cover of your presence you hide them  
from the plots of men;  

you store them in your shelter  
from the strife of tongues.  

Blessed be the LORD,  
for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me  
when I was in a besieged city.  

I had said in my alarm,  
“I am cut off from your sight.”  

But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy  
when I cried to you for help.  

Love the LORD, all you his saints!  
The LORD preserves the faithful  
but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride.  

Be strong, and let your heart take courage,  
all you who wait for the LORD!  
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
James 1:5–8 (ESV)  

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For 
that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, our Jesus taught us to pray; he taught us to ask 
in faith and we shall receive, but we confess that often we don’t rely 
on you in prayer; we lack faith and so look for other solutions to 
our problems. We sometimes feel you don’t speak to us, neglecting 
to attend to your word. Father forgive us for doubt and unbelief 
and help us to walk by faith making use of the means of grace, 
given to us for the purpose of building us up in the faith. May we 
learn as David, to rely on you to direct our steps. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen.   
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Matthew 21:22 (ESV)  

And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”  
  

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #296          ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME
  
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
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CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He 
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
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 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Romans 10 (ESV)  
Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For 
I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, 
they did not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.  

For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person 
who does the commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth 
one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for  
“Their voice has gone out to all the earth,  

and their words to the ends of the world.”  
But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says,  
“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation;  

with a foolish nation I will make you angry.”  
Then Isaiah is so bold as to say,  
“I have been found by those who did not seek me;  

I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.”  
But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and 
contrary people.”  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION  #338         SPIRIT OF GOD, DESCEND UPON MY HEART* 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Thriving, Not Just Surviving. 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 23:1–14 (ESV)  
Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are 
robbing the threshing floors.” Therefore David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go and 
attack these Philistines?” And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines 
and save Keilah.” But David’s men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here in Judah; 
how much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” Then 
David inquired of the LORD again. And the LORD answered him, “Arise, go down to 
Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand.” And David and his men went to 
Keilah and fought with the Philistines and brought away their livestock and struck 
them with a great blow. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.  

When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech had fled to David to Keilah, he had come down 
with an ephod in his hand. Now it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah. And 
Saul said, “God has given him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a 
town that has gates and bars.” And Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down 
to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. David knew that Saul was plotting harm 
against him. And he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” Then David 
said, “O LORD, the God of Israel, your servant has surely heard that Saul seeks to come 
to Keilah, to destroy the city on my account. Will the men of Keilah surrender me into 
his hand? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? O LORD, the God of Israel, 
please tell your servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.” Then David said, 
“Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the 
LORD said, “They will surrender you.” Then David and his men, who were about six 
hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. 
When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the expedition. 
And David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country of the 
wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his 
hand.  
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Sermon Notes:  

Thriving, Not Just Surviving.     
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 22:6-23 

How can we discern God’s will? 

By inquiring of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By listening to his response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because God has given us His ordinary means of Grace, we must rely on his word 
with prayer to discern God’s will. 
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COMMUNION HYMN #420         AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #533  I AM THINE, O LORD, I HAVE HEARD THY VOICE 
 

 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Have you ever had situation where you wished you had a magic Eightball to 
determine God’s will, how did you make your decision?  

2. What are the two types of revelation?  
3. Read WLC #33-35 and discuss the continuity between the Old and New 

covenant and the way the Covenant of Grace is administered in each. 
4. Name a few ways that God spoke to his people in the Old Covenant? And in the 

New? 
5. How do we as new covenant believers inquire of the Lord? 
6. How does God respond to us, and what does it mean for us to listen.  

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
2/13 Psalms 119:89-104  Proverbs 24  Luke 6:1-19 
2/14 Psalms 119:105-128  Proverbs 25-26  Luke 6:20-49 
2/15 Psalms 119:129-152  Proverbs 27  Luke 7:1-17 
2/16 Psalms 119:153-176  Proverbs 28  Luke 7:18-35 
2/17 Psalms 120-121  Proverbs 29  Luke 7:36-50 
2/18 Psalms 122-123  Proverbs 30  Luke 8:1-25 
2/19 Psalms 124-125  Proverbs 31  Luke 8:26-56 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise towards man in the estate 
wherein he was created? 
A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon 
condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, upon pain of death. 
Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were created? 
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the estate 
wherein they were created, by sinning against God. 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast 
on TBA at 9 AM. 

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
February 19th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see 
Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are 
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
Mr. Ronald Straka, RE (With the Chief Shepherd) 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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