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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Through Thick and Thin. David is still a fugitive on the run. On 
one side he has Saul relentlessly pursuing him, and on the other hand, he has 
fellow Israelites, of the same tribe prove untrustworthy, willingly giving him up to 
Saul. But amid that God provides for David in remarkable ways. He sends David an 
old friend to strengthen him, and he provides a just-in-the-nick-of-time escape 
from Saul. We see the heart of David unfold for us during this episode in Psalm 56. 
David cries to the Lord for deliverance from his enemies. Weaving the story with 
the prayer, we see that David relied on God to deliver him from his enemies, 
promising to give him thanks. We may not face an enemy that wants to kill us, but 
we do have enemies that want to destroy our soul, the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Since God delivers us from our enemies, we must give him thanks. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“What can man do to me? Man can oppress, slander, hurt, hate, maim, and murder me, for 
starters. But, of course, that is not the answer David is giving us in Psalm 56. His answer is: 
Nothing! Not if God is for me and stands against the opposition. 

—James Montgomery Boice 
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From 1 Psalm 84:1,4-5, 7-8 
[Leader]:  How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing 
your praise! Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. They go from 
strength to strength; each one appears before God in 
Zion. O LORD God of hosts, hear our prayer. 

  
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE # 56             WHEN ALL YOUR MERCIES, O MY GOD   
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 54 (ESV)  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER: WITH STRINGED INSTRUMENTS. A MASKIL OF DAVID, WHEN THE ZIPHITES 
WENT AND TOLD SAUL, “IS NOT DAVID HIDING AMONG US?”  

O God, save me by your name,  
and vindicate me by your might.  

O God, hear my prayer;  
give ear to the words of my mouth.  

For strangers have risen against me;  
ruthless men seek my life;  
they do not set God before themselves.  

Behold, God is my helper;  
the Lord is the upholder of my life.  

He will return the evil to my enemies;  
in your faithfulness put an end to them.  

With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;  
I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good.  

For he has delivered me from every trouble,  
and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Luke 17:11–18 (ESV)  

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 
And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and 
lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them 
he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were 
cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 
God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now 
he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  
  
EXHORTATION  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you commanded us to give you thanks in 
everything, yet we find grumbling much easier. You have delivered 
us from sin and death, and yet we complain because some petty 
need has not been met. We have cultivated discontent instead of 
thankfulness; and bitterness over hard providences when we 
should have learned to smile at your discipline. Forgive our 
thankless hearts, and cause us to recount all of your manifold 
blessings which you have lavished on us in Christ Jesus, our Savior 
and king. Through whom we offer this confession. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Luke 17:19 (ESV)  

19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
 
 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #496             KIND AND MERCIFUL GOD, WE HAVE SINNED 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
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 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Hebrews 2:5–18 (ESV)  
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 

speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere,  
“What is man, that you are mindful of him,  

or the son of man, that you care for him?  
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;  

you have crowned him with glory and honor,  
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.”  
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At 
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a 
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone.  

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 
That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying,  
“I will tell of your name to my brothers;  

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”  
13 And again,  
“I will put my trust in him.”  
And again,  
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”  

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he 
helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in 
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION            CHRIST, THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR* 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Through Thick and Thin. 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 23:15–29 (ESV)  

15 David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. David was in the wilderness of 
Ziph at Horesh. 16 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and 
strengthened his hand in God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul 
my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. 
Saul my father also knows this.” 18 And the two of them made a covenant before the 
LORD. David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home.  

19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not David hiding among 
us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is south of Jeshimon? 
20 Now come down, O king, according to all your heart’s desire to come down, and 
our part shall be to surrender him into the king’s hand.” 21 And Saul said, “May you 
be blessed by the LORD, for you have had compassion on me. 22 Go, make yet more 
sure. Know and see the place where his foot is, and who has seen him there, for it is 
told me that he is very cunning. 23 See therefore and take note of all the lurking 
places where he hides, and come back to me with sure information. Then I will go 
with you. And if he is in the land, I will search him out among all the thousands of 
Judah.” 24 And they arose and went to Ziph ahead of Saul.  

Now David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah to the south 
of Jeshimon. 25 And Saul and his men went to seek him. And David was told, so he 
went down to the rock and lived in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, 
he pursued after David in the wilderness of Maon. 26 Saul went on one side of the 
mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. And David was 
hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his men were closing in on David and his 
men to capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have made a raid against the land.” 28 So Saul returned from pursuing 
after David and went against the Philistines. Therefore that place was called the Rock 
of Escape. 29 And David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of Engedi.  
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Giving Thanks Through Thick and Thin.     
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 23:15-29 
How does God deliver us from our enemies? 
 
 
God delivers us from our enemies by the strengthening of friendship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God delivers us from our enemies by providing a way of escape.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since God delivers us from our enemies, we must give him thanks.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE        BY FAITH

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Have you ever had one of those moments where you are in desperate need, 
and then out of nowhere, someone shows up to help you? Share it with the 
group? 

2. What does Jonathan do to strengthen David in God? 
3. Do you have close relationships with another man (if you are a man), or 

another woman (if you are a woman), someone who knows what’s going on in 
your life? 

4. In what two ways can every believer say they have an experience of God’s 
deliverance? (See 1 Cor. 10:11 and Rom. 5:6-11) 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
2/20 Psalms 126-127  Ecclesiastes 1-2  Luke 9:1-27 
2/21 Psalms 128-129  Ecclesiastes 3-4  Luke 9:28-62 
2/22 Psalms 130-131  Ecclesiastes 5-6  Luke 10:1-24 
2/23 Psalms 132  Ecclesiastes 7-8  Luke 10:25-42 
2/24 Psalms 133-134  Ecclesiastes 9-10  Luke 11:1-28 
2/25 Psalms 135  Ecclesiastes 11-12  Luke 11:29-54 
2/26 Psalms 136  Song of Solomon 1:1-2:7  Luke 12:1-21 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 14. What is sin? 
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God. 
Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein 
they were created? 
A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created, 
was their eating the forbidden fruit. 
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Announcements 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Quarterly Diaconal Offering –Sunday, February 27th  

Congregational meeting – If you are a member of Hope church, or just curious, 
please plan to stay after the service on February 27th for our annual 
congregational meeting. Due to COVID/sick season still going strong, the session 
is asking that you bring your own food. So pack a lunch and plan to stay after the 
service.  

Men’s Forum—Brothers we are doing a book study on sanctification, using the 
Puritan Walter Marshall’s The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification. There are plenty of 
copies available, please see Pastor Taylor. We will begin on March 5th after the 
Men’s Breakfast.  

Women’s Ministry— 

March 1 will begin a daily devotional for the Women of Hope. The devotional is 
“Abide In Me” 31 Days with Jesus and the Upper Room Discourse. We have 
created a Google Docs document to follow with the Scripture from Jesus’s last 
words of encouragement and instruction to his disciples before he left them. We 
will study the Scriptures, read a devotional, listen to podcasts and dialogue with 
each other. For more information see Beverly Barnes. 

The women will host a Movie Matinee on March 5 at 1:00, movie starts at 2:00. 
We will be having popcorn, candy, and water. The movie will be a “Father’s Little 
Dividend” starring Spencer Tracy and Joan Bennett. The cost will be .25¢ per 
person. Bring your comfortable folding chair, warm blanket to cozy up with, 
slippers, anything else that makes movies memorable for you! This event is open 
to all ages. 

Sewing Date: Join the women on March 12 at 10:00 to make dresses, bags, etc. No 
sewing skills are needed.  
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Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying The Gospel 
of John. All are welcome. Please wear a mask.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast 
on March 5th at 9 AM.  

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
March 19th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see 
Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team will practice on Thursdays, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. All are 
welcome. We're also looking for instrumentalists to join the Team.  

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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