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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: The Path of the Righteous. Sometimes life seems so complicated with a 
multitude of decisions to make. But Scripture seeks to simplify that by pointing to two 
ways, two paths that lead to two very different outcomes. The path of folly is man-
centered and leads to death. Whereas the path of wisdom is God-centered and leads to 
eternal life. Last week Nabal and Abigail stood as exemplars of these two paths. The events 
of Ch. 26 seem remarkably close to ch. 24, except for one important point. David is in 
charge this time, David has embraced the path of the righteous, and leads those around 
him to make a choice to leave the path of the fool and choose the path of the righteous, for 
this is the path that the Lord rewards. This episode revolves around four important 
speeches to three characters, each provides us an insight into what the path of the 
righteous looks like. The path of the righteous that God rewards are a path of waiting, a 
path of wilderness, and a path of wisdom. Since God rewards faithfulness, we must 
choose the path of the righteous.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“There are two ways: one is the Way of Life, the other is the Way of Death; and there is a mighty 
difference between these two ways. The way of life is this: first, you shall love God who created 
you; second, your neighbour as yourself; all those things which you do not want to be done to you, 
you should not do to others.” 

—Didache,  
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 149:1-2 
[Leader]:  Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise 

in the assembly of the godly! Let Israel be glad in his 
Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 

  
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE       NOW UNTO JEHOVAH 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 

Psalm 16:title–11 (ESV)  
A MIKTAM OF DAVID.  

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take 
refuge.  

I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;  
I have no good apart from 

you.”  

As for the saints in the land, they are 
the excellent ones,  

in whom is all my delight.  

The sorrows of those who run after 
another god shall multiply;  

their drink offerings of blood 
I will not pour out  

or take their names on my 
lips.  

The LORD is my chosen portion and my 
cup;  

you hold my lot.  
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places;  

indeed, I have a beautiful 
inheritance.  

I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;  
in the night also my heart 

instructs me.  
I have set the LORD always before me;  

because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be 
shaken.  

Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
whole being rejoices;  

my flesh also dwells secure.  
For you will not abandon my soul to 

Sheol,  
or let your holy one see 

corruption.  

You make known to me the path of life;  
in your presence there is 

fullness of joy;  
at your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore.  



“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart” 
 —1 Samuel 13:14 

 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Deuteronomy 30:15–18 (ESV)  

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey 
the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments 
and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of 
it. But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to 
worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today, that you shall 
surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the 
Jordan to enter and possess.  

  
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you have set two ways before us, the way of life, 
and the way of death; to follow Jesus on the narrow path, or the 
world on the wide path. We confess that we want to walk with Jesus 
but find the way hard, forgive us for choosing the easy way, for 
following too much the desires and devices of our own hearts. 
Cleanse us from worldliness, and make us wise as we follow Christ. 
For his sake, pardon our sin, and restore the joy of your Holy Spirit. 
Direct our steps towards the narrow way, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Deuteronomy 30:19–20 (ESV)  

“Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”  
  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING (Hymn of the Month)  
               CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— John 14:1–31 (ESV)  
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I 
am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on 
account of the works themselves.  

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I 
do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.  

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
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22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to 
us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 
you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.  

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, 
and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going 
to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it 
takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk 
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I 
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the 
Father. Rise, let us go from here.  
 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #726           SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD* 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: The Path of the Righteous 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:1–25 (ESV)  
1 Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not David hiding himself on the 
hill of Hachilah, which is on the east of Jeshimon?” 2 So Saul arose and went down to 
the wilderness of Ziph with three thousand chosen men of Israel to seek David in the 
wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul encamped on the hill of Hachilah, which is beside the 
road on the east of Jeshimon. But David remained in the wilderness. When he saw 
that Saul came after him into the wilderness, 4 David sent out spies and learned that 
Saul had indeed come. 5 Then David rose and came to the place where Saul had 
encamped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, with Abner the son of Ner, the 
commander of his army. Saul was lying within the encampment, while the army was 
encamped around him.  

6 Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Joab’s brother Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, “Who will go down with me into the camp to Saul?” And Abishai said, “I will 
go down with you.” 7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay 
Saul sleeping within the encampment, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head, 
and Abner and the army lay around him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, “God has given 
your enemy into your hand this day. Now please let me pin him to the earth with one 
stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice.” 9 But David said to Abishai, “Do 
not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the LORD’s anointed and be 
guiltless?” 10 And David said, “As the LORD lives, the LORD will strike him, or his day 
will come to die, or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I 
should put out my hand against the LORD’s anointed. But take now the spear that is at 
his head and the jar of water, and let us go.” 12 So David took the spear and the jar of 
water from Saul’s head, and they went away. No man saw it or knew it, nor did any 
awake, for they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen upon 
them.  

13 Then David went over to the other side and stood far off on the top of the hill, 
with a great space between them. 14 And David called to the army, and to Abner the 
son of Ner, saying, “Will you not answer, Abner?” Then Abner answered, “Who are 
you who calls to the king?” 15 And David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? Who is 
like you in Israel? Why then have you not kept watch over your lord the king? For one 
of the people came in to destroy the king your lord. 16 This thing that you have done 
is not good. As the LORD lives, you deserve to die, because you have not kept watch 
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over your lord, the LORD’s anointed. And now see where the king’s spear is and the jar 
of water that was at his head.”  

17 Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And 
David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O king.” 18 And he said, “Why does my lord 
pursue after his servant? For what have I done? What evil is on my hands? 19 Now 
therefore let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If it is the LORD who has 
stirred you up against me, may he accept an offering, but if it is men, may they be 
cursed before the LORD, for they have driven me out this day that I should have no 
share in the heritage of the LORD, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 Now therefore, let 
not my blood fall to the earth away from the presence of the LORD, for the king of 
Israel has come out to seek a single flea like one who hunts a partridge in the 
mountains.”  

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son David, for I will no more do you 
harm, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Behold, I have acted 
foolishly, and have made a great mistake.” 22 And David answered and said, “Here is 
the spear, O king! Let one of the young men come over and take it. 23 The LORD 
rewards every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness, for the LORD gave you 
into my hand today, and I would not put out my hand against the LORD’s anointed. 24 
Behold, as your life was precious this day in my sight, so may my life be precious in 
the sight of the LORD, and may he deliver me out of all tribulation.” 25 Then Saul said 
to David, “Blessed be you, my son David! You will do many things and will succeed in 
them.” So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.  

 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

The Path of the Righteous    
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:1-25 
Which path does God reward? 
 
God rewards... 
 
The path of waiting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The path of wilderness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The path of wisdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since God rewards faithfulness, we must choose the path of the righteous.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE               Seek Ye First 

 
 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. What does it mean to wait on the Lord, and how is that different from doing 
nothing? 

2. What is Abishai tempted with and what does David’s speech challenge him to 
think about? 

3. What is an idol?  
4. Where or what do you spend the most time, money, and energy? Could this be 

an idol? 
5. How does Jesus’ call to discipleship relate to David’s invitation to these three 

men?  
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
3/13 Psalms 1-2  Hosea 3-4  Luke 20:1-18 
3/14 Psalms 3-4  Hosea 5:1-6:10  Luke 20:19-47 
3/15 Psalms 5  Hosea 6:11-8:14  Luke 21:1-19 
3/16 Psalms 6  Hosea 9-10  Luke 21:20-38 
3/17 Psalms 7  Hosea 11-12  Luke 22:1-23 
3/18 Psalms 8  Hosea 13-14  Luke 22:24-38 
3/19 Psalms 9  Micah 1  Luke 22:39-71 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect? 
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal 
Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two distinct 
natures, and one person, forever. 
Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and a 
reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the 
virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin. 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Ron Straka Memorial Service  - April 3rd at 2 PM at Hope Church. Please join us 
Sunday afternoon to celebrate the life and legacy of our beloved Ron.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast 
on April 2nd at 9 AM.  

Hope Women Study Groups -  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, 
April 30th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see 
Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
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Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
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