HOPE CHURCH

Public Service of Worship
March 20, 2022
The Lord’s Day

“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart”

—1 Samuel 13:14

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: Don’t Lose Faith. Our faith is often tested on the heels of some
spiritual victory. When we take our eyes off the object of our faith doubts begin to
set in. David flush with spiritual victory succumbs to these doubts that lead him to
seek refuge in the most unlikely of places. Then as David ingratiates himself with
his new lord, he is forced to hide his true behavior, deceiving Achish king of the
Philistines. This leads to the chapter ending on a cliffhanger of a great dilemma. A
dilemma that won’t be resolved until Ch. 29. What emerges is a hero with feet of
clay, one plagued with doubts just like you and I are. A moment’s reflection would
tell us it should not be so Because God has proven trustworthy, we must not
lose faith.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“Over against the wonderful fact that Peter walked on the water Matthew sets this new fact:
Peter’s attention moved from Jesus to the storm…Peter saw the effects of the wind; he perceived
the wind; with the movements of the waves and boat, the spray and the feel of the wind, there was
no doubt that it was boisterous. As Peter perceived all this, it came home to him that to be on the
water in a storm like the one he was experiencing and to be outside the boat was to be in a
position of some danger. The result was that Peter became afraid, and the onset of fear was
accompanied by the beginning of sinking. Peter’s shifting of concentration from Jesus, who could
enable him to overcome difficulties, to the difficulties in which he found himself, was disastrous.”
—Leon Morris

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:



[Congregation]:
CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 84:1, 5, 7
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose
heart are the highways to Zion. They go from strength to
strength; each one appears before God in Zion.

…IN HIS PRESENCE


GLORIA PATRI #735
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.



PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



HYMN OF PRAISE # 164

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING



RESPONSIVE READING

Congregation responds with Bold type

Psalm 42 (ESV)
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A MASKIL OF THE
SONS OF KORAH.

As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O
God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and appear
before God?
My tears have been my food
day and night,
while they say to me all the day
long,
“Where is your God?”
These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
and lead them in procession
to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
a multitude keeping festival.

My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of
Hermon,
from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep
at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves
have gone over me.
By day the LORD commands his
steadfast love,
and at night his song is with
me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
I say to God, my rock:
“Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning
because of the oppression of
the enemy?”
As with a deadly wound in my bones,
my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil
within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,
my salvation and my God.

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil
within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,
my salvation and my God.
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 78:18–22 (ESV) — 18 They tested God in their heart by demanding the food
they craved. 19 They spoke against God, saying, “Can God spread a table in the
wilderness? 20 He struck the rock so that water gushed out and streams overflowed.
Can he also give bread or provide meat for his people?” 21 Therefore, when the LORD
heard, he was full of wrath; a fire was kindled against Jacob; his anger rose against
Israel, 22 because they did not believe in God and did not trust his saving power.
EXHORTATION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Together]: Father, you simply ask us to have faith; to believe that
you are trustworthy and your promises are true. Yet despite the
fact that you have proven trustworthy, we struggle with doubt. O
Lord we believe, help our unbelief! Forgive us for doubt and deepen
our faith so that we can trust you in all our situations. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Psalm 78:37–39 (ESV) — 37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him; they were
not faithful to his covenant. 38 Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for their iniquity
and did not destroy them; he restrained his anger often and did not stir up all his
wrath. 39 He remembered that they were but flesh, a wind that passes and comes not
again.



HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

COME, YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
 DOXOLOGY #731
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON—Hebrews 3:12–4:11 (ESV)

12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall
away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,”
that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in
Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by
Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they would not
enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable to enter
because of unbelief.
1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you
should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the
message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those
who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,
“As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,’ ”
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has somewhere
spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.”
5 And again in this passage he said,
“They shall not enter my rest.”
6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good
news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,”
saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts.”
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So
then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s
rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience.
[Leader]:
This is the Word of the Lord!
[Congregation]:
Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~



* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.
HYMN OF PREPARATION #605
ALL THE WAY MY SAVIOR LEADS ME*

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY

Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings
Sermon Title: Don’t Lose Faith.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 27:1–28:2 (ESV)
1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There
is nothing better for me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines. Then
Saul will despair of seeking me any longer within the borders of Israel, and I shall
escape out of his hand.” 2 So David arose and went over, he and the six hundred men
who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 And David lived with
Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, and David with his two
wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of Carmel, Nabal’s widow. 4 And when it was
told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no longer sought him.
5 Then David said to Achish, “If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be given
me in one of the country towns, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant
dwell in the royal city with you?” 6 So that day Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore
Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 7 And the number of the days
that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months.
8 Now David and his men went up and made raids against the Geshurites, the
Girzites, and the Amalekites, for these were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as
far as Shur, to the land of Egypt. 9 And David would strike the land and would leave
neither man nor woman alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys,
the camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish. 10 When Achish asked,
“Where have you made a raid today?” David would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,”
or, “Against the Negeb of the Jerahmeelites,” or, “Against the Negeb of the Kenites.” 11
And David would leave neither man nor woman alive to bring news to Gath, thinking,
“lest they should tell about us and say, ‘So David has done.’ ” Such was his custom all
the while he lived in the country of the Philistines. 12 And Achish trusted David,
thinking, “He has made himself an utter stench to his people Israel; therefore he shall
always be my servant.”
1 In those days the Philistines gathered their forces for war, to fight against Israel.
And Achish said to David, “Understand that you and your men are to go out with me
in the army.” 2 David said to Achish, “Very well, you shall know what your servant can
do.” And Achish said to David, “Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life.”
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Sermon Notes:

Don’t Lose Faith

Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: 1 Samuel 27:1-28:2
Doubt leads to...
Seeking safety apart from God.

Covering up our true motives.

Because God has proven trustworthy we must not lose faith.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 HYMN OF RESPONSE (Hymn of the Month)
CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH
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 BENEDICTION
Sermon Discussion Question
1. Do you like your heroes to have no flaws, or to resemble us having feet of
clay?
2. Why does this event signal to us that David is losing faith (doubting) in God?
3. Once we identify our functional saviors how do we combat them?
4. How does David’s behavior while among the Philistines illustrate the
Christian life?
5. If we take this story and set it in the larger story of scripture, what does it
teach us about the Lord’s anointed (messiah)?
6. What is the dilemma that David faces, how is that similar to the dilemma we
all face when we hear the call of the gospel?

Questions to ask to help identify functional saviors:
1. What am I most afraid of?
2. What do I long for most passionately?
3. Where do I run for comfort?
4. What do I complain about the most?
5. What angers me most?
6. What makes me happiest?
7. How do I explain myself to other people?
8. What has caused me to be angry with God?
9. What do I brag about?
10. What do I want to have more than anything else?
11. What do I sacrifice the most for in my life?
12. If I could change one thing in my life what would that be?
13. Whose approval am I seeking?
14. What do I want to control/master?
15. What comfort do I treasure the most?

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING

3/20
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/26

Psalms 10
Psalms 11-12
Psalms 13-14
Psalms 15-16
Psalms 17
Psalms 18
Psalms 19

Micah 2-3
Micah 4:1-5:6
Micah 5:7-6:16
Micah 7
Isaiah 1
Isaiah 2
Isaiah 3-4

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Luke 23:1-25
Luke 23:26-56
Luke 24:1-35
Luke 24:36-53
Acts 1
Acts 2:1-21
Acts 2:22-47

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of
a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation.
Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his Word and
Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.
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Announcements

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Ron Straka Memorial Service - April 3rd at 2 PM at Hope Church. Please join us

Sunday afternoon to celebrate the life and legacy of our beloved Ron.

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All
are welcome.
Men’s Ministry
Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast
on April 2nd at 9 AM.
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Announcements

Women’s Ministry The Women of Hope will be holding a 1-day retreat on May 14 at Kirby House
from 9:00 -3:00. We will be focusing on several of the Proverbs. The cost will be
$26.00 per person and include a continental breakfast and a lunch. Give your
reservation money to Lois Schwartz by May 1st. We look forward to a wonderful
day of learning from God’s word vertically and horizontally with each other in
community.

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer
Requests” by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April
30th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl
Straka.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or
sixbrocks@yahoo.com.
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Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org

Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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