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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: Too Far Gone. There is always a point of no return, when you 
have traveled too long in one direction change becomes impossible. Saul’s tragedy 
finally reaches its climax in Ch. 28 leading swiftly to his end. It has seemed up until 
this point that God was saving room for Saul to repent, maybe the consequences 
wouldn’t go away, but the relationship could still be intact. But in this event, Saul 
reaches the point of no return proving the truth that those who persistently 
abandon God will one day find themselves abandoned by God. But this truth is 
taught with a cast of strange characters, a witch, the ghost of Samuel, and looming 
large over it all is a Holy and Just God, who will not be manipulated by Saul. Since 
God is Holy and Just we must not persist in sin  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“If the preacher leaves his God, his God will leave him to preach in vain. If the teacher quits the 
Saviour, the Saviour will quit the teacher, and leave him, or her, to fail with the children. What 
generally happens with a minister when God has gone? Well, instead of going to God, and 
humbling himself and crying to him for mercy, he resolves that he will buy a new organ. That will 
do the trick. The new organ, after all, blow it as they may, does not come to much. Well, then, he 
will have sensational entertainments, a Sunday-evening concert—fiddling, or something or other. 
If God will not help him, he is in the same plight as Saul the son of Kish. He will try music first, and 
if that does not render him aid, he will go to the witch of Endor, now called “modern theology,” 
and ask assistance there. God have mercy upon us, if we ever do that! I do not wish for success in 
the ministry if God does not give it to me… O child of God, do not try to do without God! Do not 
bring in new inventions to patch up the breach that your sin has made. If the Lord turns to be 
your enemy, and fights against you, bow before him, and confess your wrong.” 

—C. H. Spurgeon  
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 118:19; Zech. 8:21 
[Leader]:  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter 

through them and give thanks to the LORD. ‘Let us go at 
once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the 
LORD of hosts’ 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE (Hymn of the Month)  
               CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH 

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
 
Psalm 50:1–23 (ESV)  
A PSALM OF ASAPH.  

The Mighty One, God the LORD,  
speaks and summons the earth  
from the rising of the sun to its 

setting.  
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,  

God shines forth.  

Our God comes; he does not keep silence;  
before him is a devouring fire,  
around him a mighty tempest.  

He calls to the heavens above  
and to the earth, that he may judge 

his people:  
“Gather to me my faithful ones,  

who made a covenant with me 
by sacrifice!”  

The heavens declare his righteousness,  
for God himself is judge! Selah  

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak;  
O Israel, I will testify against you.  
I am God, your God.  

Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;  
your burnt offerings are 

continually before me.  
I will not accept a bull from your house  

or goats from your folds.  
For every beast of the forest is mine,  

the cattle on a thousand hills.  
I know all the birds of the hills,  

and all that moves in the field is 
mine.  

“If I were hungry, I would not tell you,  

for the world and its fullness are 
mine.  

Do I eat the flesh of bulls  
or drink the blood of goats?  

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
and perform your vows to the 

Most High,  
and call upon me in the day of trouble;  

I will deliver you, and you shall 
glorify me.”  

But to the wicked God says:  
“What right have you to recite 

my statutes  
or take my covenant on your 

lips?  
For you hate discipline,  

and you cast my words behind 
you.  

If you see a thief, you are pleased with him,  
and you keep company with 

adulterers.  

“You give your mouth free rein for evil,  
and your tongue frames deceit.  

You sit and speak against your brother;  
you slander your own mother’s 

son.  
These things you have done, and I have 

been silent;  
you thought that I was one like 

yourself.  
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge 

before you.  

“Mark this, then, you who forget God,  
lest I tear you apart, and there 

be none to deliver!  



“The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart” 
 —1 Samuel 13:14 

 

The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me;  
to one who orders his way rightly  
I will show the salvation of God!”  

 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
1 Chronicles 10:13–14 (ESV)  

13 So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD in that he did 
not keep the command of the LORD, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance. 
14 He did not seek guidance from the LORD. Therefore the LORD put him to death and 
turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.  

  
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you simply ask us to have faith; to believe that 
you are trustworthy and your promises are true. Yet despite the 
fact that you have proven trustworthy, we struggle with doubt. O 
Lord we believe, help our unbelief! Forgive us for doubt and deepen 
our faith so that we can trust you in all our situations. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Zechariah 1:3 (ESV)  

3 Therefore say to them, Thus declares the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says 
the LORD of hosts, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts.  
 
 
 
 HOPE ENSEMBLE             FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI 
 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #170           FAIREST LORD JESUS  
 

…TO HIS GLORY 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

NEW MEMBER VOWS            CHRIS & BECCA GEER  
                 MARY RUSTICUS 

1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly 
deserving His displeasure, and without hope, save in His sovereign mercy? 

 
2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, 

and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in 
the Gospel? 

 
3. Do you now resolve and promise in humble reliance upon the grace of the 

Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? 
 

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of 
your ability? 

 
5. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of this Church, and 

promise to study its purity and peace? 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON—Revelation 2:1–7 (ESV)  
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.  

2 “ ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot 
bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and 
are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing 
up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, 
that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and 
remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you 
hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’  
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION            HOLY SPIRIT*

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Too Far Gone.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 28:3–25 (ESV)  

3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in 
Ramah, his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the necromancers out of the 
land. 4 The Philistines assembled and came and encamped at Shunem. And Saul 
gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the army of the 
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 6 And when Saul inquired of 
the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets. 
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, that I 
may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a 
medium at En-dor.”  

8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other garments and went, he and two men 
with him. And they came to the woman by night. And he said, “Divine for me by a 
spirit and bring up for me whomever I shall name to you.” 9 The woman said to him, 
“Surely you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the 
necromancers from the land. Why then are you laying a trap for my life to bring about 
my death?” 10 But Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As the LORD lives, no punishment 
shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up 
for you?” He said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out with a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? 
You are Saul.” 13 The king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What do you see?” And the 
woman said to Saul, “I see a god coming up out of the earth.” 14 He said to her, “What 
is his appearance?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped in a 
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robe.” And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground 
and paid homage.  

15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” 
Saul answered, “I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and 
God has turned away from me and answers me no more, either by prophets or by 
dreams. Therefore I have summoned you to tell me what I shall do.” 16 And Samuel 
said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and become your 
enemy? 17 The LORD has done to you as he spoke by me, for the LORD has torn the 
kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. 18 Because you did 
not obey the voice of the LORD and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, 
therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 19 Moreover, the LORD will 
give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your 
sons shall be with me. The LORD will give the army of Israel also into the hand of the 
Philistines.”  

20 Then Saul fell at once full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the 
words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day 
and all night. 21 And the woman came to Saul, and when she saw that he was 
terrified, she said to him, “Behold, your servant has obeyed you. I have taken my life 
in my hand and have listened to what you have said to me. 22 Now therefore, you also 
obey your servant. Let me set a morsel of bread before you; and eat, that you may 
have strength when you go on your way.” 23 He refused and said, “I will not eat.” But 
his servants, together with the woman, urged him, and he listened to their words. So 
he arose from the earth and sat on the bed. 24 Now the woman had a fattened calf in 
the house, and she quickly killed it, and she took flour and kneaded it and baked 
unleavened bread of it, 25 and she put it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. 
Then they rose and went away that night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Too Far Gone 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 28:3-25 
 
 
God won’t listen when you won’t listen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God won’t change when you won’t change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God is holy, and Just those who persist in abandoning God will be 
abandoned finally by Him. 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE                   JUDE 24-25 

 
 BENEDICTION 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. Does it unsettle you that a person can reach a point of no return in their 
relationship with God?  

2. Discuss the relationship between God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility? 

3. How does Saul’s not listening lead to God’s not listening, then discuss the 
nature of “listening” to God? 

4. Why does Saul consult a medium? How is this related to what we call “the 
ordinary means of grace”?  

5. Where is the hope of the gospel in this passage? 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

3/27 Psalms 20  Isaiah 5  Acts 3 
3/28 Psalms 21  Isaiah 6:1-7:9  Acts 4:1-31 
3/29 Psalms 22  Isaiah 7:10-8:22  Acts 4:32-5:11 
3/30 Psalms 23  Isaiah 9  Acts 5:12-42 
3/31 Psalms 24  Isaiah 10  Acts 6 
4/1 Psalms 25  Isaiah 11-12  Acts 7:1-43 
4/2 Psalms 26  Isaiah 13  Acts 7:44-60 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making 
continual intercession for us. 
Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king? 
A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and 
defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies. 
Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, 
made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the 
cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power of 
death for a time. 
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Announcements 
 

Easter Flowers 
5+ BLOOM LILLIES - $10.65 
6” POT OF TULIPS - $8.50 
6” POT OF HYACINTHS - $8.50 
6” POT OF MUMS - $9.50 
8” DUTCH GARDEN PAN - $12.50 
PLEASE COMPLETE AN ORDER ENVELOPE FOUND ON THE WELCOME TABLE 
TODAY AND INSERT YOUR PAYMENT.  CASH OR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO 
HOPE CHURCH. 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Ron Straka Memorial Service  - April 3rd at 2 PM at Hope Church. Please join us 
Sunday afternoon to celebrate the life and legacy of our beloved Ron.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast 
on April 2nd at 9 AM.  

 

 

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry -  

The Women of Hope will be holding a 1-day retreat on May 14 at Kirby House 
from 9:00 -3:00. We will be focusing on several of the Proverbs. The cost will be 
$26.00 per person and include a continental breakfast and a lunch. Give your 
reservation money to Lois Schwartz by May 1st. We look forward to a wonderful 
day of learning from God’s word vertically and horizontally with each other in 
community. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April 
30th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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