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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: Only Fools Rush in. We all have a built in desire for justice, the 
trouble is we want it now, and we don’t want to wait. In our text this morning 
David is tempted to take matters into his own hands. He is provoked to anger by 
the fool Nabal, but is saved from blood guilt by the wisdom of Abigail. In this 
episode we get a look at the nature of temptation, and the way God provides for us 
to escape. There will always be Nabal’s in the world, people who provoke us, it is 
our response to them that matters most. As this episode unfolds David learns 
patience and endurance during persecution, his reward is that God works to bring 
about his salvation. Since God tests us to develop our character, we must look 
for a way of escape when temptation seeks to trap us.   
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“In human history, and in the pages of Scripture, the conflict between good and evil also has 
covert and overt phases. Most of the time, the tempter is subtle; he entices us to take some good 
element of creation and either deify it or take it when the time and place are wrong. Occasionally, 
the conflict is anything but subtle, and we face a raw contest between good and evil.” 

—Daniel Doriani 
 
PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Daniel 2:20 
[Leader]:  Join together. Let us sanctify the name of God forever 

and ever, to Whom belongs wisdom and might; Who 
changes times and seasons; removes and sets up kings; 
gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who 
have understanding. To You, O God, we offer thanks and 
praise. 

[Congregation]: To You, O God, we offer thanks and praise. 
  

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE   #2      O WORSHIP THE KING 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 1:1–6 (ESV)  

Blessed is the man  
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  

nor stands in the way of sinners,  
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  

but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  
and on his law he meditates day and night.  

He is like a tree  
planted by streams of water  

that yields its fruit in its season,  
and its leaf does not wither.  

In all that he does, he prospers.  
The wicked are not so,  

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish.  
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Matthew 7:13–14 (ESV) 

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  For the gate is narrow and the way 
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.  

EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you have set two ways before us, the way of life, 
and the way of death; to follow Jesus on the narrow path, or the 
world on the wide path. We confess that we want to walk with Jesus 
but find the way hard, forgive us for choosing the easy way, for 
following too much the desires and devices of our own hearts. 
Cleanse us from worldliness, and make us wise as we follow Christ. 
For his sake, pardon our sin, and restore the joy of your Holy Spirit. 
Direct our steps towards the narrow way, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Proverbs 3:5–6 (ESV)  

Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  
and do not lean on your own understanding.  

In all your ways acknowledge him,  
and he will make straight your paths.  

 
  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #650   I WILL SING OF MY REDEEMER  
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…TO HIS GLORY 
CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He 
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— James 1:2–25 (ESV)  
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you 

know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For 
that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, 
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also 
will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.  

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.  

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  

19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at 
his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once 
forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 
blessed in his doing.  
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION (Hymn of the Month) CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH 

*  
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Only Fools Rush In.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 25:1–44 (ESV)  
1 Now Samuel died. And all Israel assembled and mourned for him, and they buried 
him in his house at Ramah.  

Then David rose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 2 And there was a man 
in Maon whose business was in Carmel. The man was very rich; he had three 
thousand sheep and a thousand goats. He was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 Now 
the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. The woman was 
discerning and beautiful, but the man was harsh and badly behaved; he was a 
Calebite. 4 David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 5 So 
David sent ten young men. And David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, and go 
to Nabal and greet him in my name. 6 And thus you shall greet him: ‘Peace be to you, 
and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. 7 I hear that you have 
shearers. Now your shepherds have been with us, and we did them no harm, and they 
missed nothing all the time they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will 
tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast 
day. Please give whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David.’ ”  

9 When David’s young men came, they said all this to Nabal in the name of David, 
and then they waited. 10 And Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who is David? Who 
is the son of Jesse? There are many servants these days who are breaking away from 
their masters. 11 Shall I take my bread and my water and my meat that I have killed 
for my shearers and give it to men who come from I do not know where?” 12 So 
David’s young men turned away and came back and told him all this. 13 And David 
said to his men, “Every man strap on his sword!” And every man of them strapped on 
his sword. David also strapped on his sword. And about four hundred men went up 
after David, while two hundred remained with the baggage.  

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, “Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at them. 15 Yet 
the men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm, and we did not miss anything 
when we were in the fields, as long as we went with them. 16 They were a wall to us 
both by night and by day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep. 17 Now 
therefore know this and consider what you should do, for harm is determined against 
our master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless man that one cannot 
speak to him.”  
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18 Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves and two skins of wine 
and five sheep already prepared and five seahs of parched grain and a hundred 
clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys. 19 And 
she said to her young men, “Go on before me; behold, I come after you.” But she did 
not tell her husband Nabal. 20 And as she rode on the donkey and came down under 
cover of the mountain, behold, David and his men came down toward her, and she 
met them. 21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain have I guarded all that this fellow 
has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him, and he 
has returned me evil for good. 22 God do so to the enemies of David and more also, if 
by morning I leave so much as one male of all who belong to him.”  

23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey and fell 
before David on her face and bowed to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said, “On 
me alone, my lord, be the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear 
the words of your servant. 25 Let not my lord regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for 
as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him. But I your servant did 
not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent. 26 Now then, my lord, as the LORD 
lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt and 
from saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to 
do evil to my lord be as Nabal. 27 And now let this present that your servant has 
brought to my lord be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive 
the trespass of your servant. For the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house, 
because my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in you 
so long as you live. 29 If men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my 
lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And 
the lives of your enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30 And when 
the LORD has done to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning 
you and has appointed you prince over Israel, 31 my lord shall have no cause of grief 
or pangs of conscience for having shed blood without cause or for my lord working 
salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember 
your servant.”  

32 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you 
this day to meet me! 33 Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have 
kept me this day from bloodguilt and from working salvation with my own hand! 34 
For as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has restrained me from hurting 
you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by morning there had not 
been left to Nabal so much as one male.” 35 Then David received from her hand what 
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she had brought him. And he said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. See, I have 
obeyed your voice, and I have granted your petition.”  

36 And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like 
the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk. So 
she told him nothing at all until the morning light. 37 In the morning, when the wine 
had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within him, 
and he became as a stone. 38 And about ten days later the LORD struck Nabal, and he 
died.  

39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD who has 
avenged the insult I received at the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his servant from 
wrongdoing. The LORD has returned the evil of Nabal on his own head.” Then David 
sent and spoke to Abigail, to take her as his wife. 40 When the servants of David came 
to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, “David has sent us to you to take you to him as 
his wife.” 41 And she rose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, “Behold, 
your handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 42 And 
Abigail hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and her five young women attended 
her. She followed the messengers of David and became his wife.  

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and both of them became his wives. 44 Saul 
had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was of 
Gallim.  
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Sermon Notes:  

Only Fools Rush In.   
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 25:1-44 
How do you respond to a Karen, or someone who provokes you to anger? 
 
A Fools Provocation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Wise Woman’s Words  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since God tests us to develop our character, we must look for a way of 
escape when temptation seeks to trap us.   
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COMMUNION HYMN          THERE IS A REDEEMER 
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #599            SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 
 BENEDICTION 

Sermon Discussion Question 
1. Have you ever encountered a Karen, someone like Nabal who provoked you to anger? 

How did you respond? 
2. What is the difference between God’s testing us, and temptation? (See Jas. 1:12-15). 
3. What was David being tempted with in this chapter, and how does that connect with 

ch. 24 & 26 with David and Saul? 
4. What does Abigail’s speech teach us about finding the way to escape from temptation? 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

3/6 Psalms 143  Amos 1-2  Luke 16:1-18 
3/7 Psalms 144  Amos 3-4  Luke 16:19-17:10 
3/8 Psalms 145  Amos 5  Luke 17:11-37 
3/9 Psalms 146  Amos 6  Luke 18:1-17 
3/10 Psalms 147  Amos 7-8  Luke 18:18-43 
3/11 Psalms 148  Amos 9  Luke 19:1-27 
3/12 Psalms 149-150  Hosea 1-2  Luke 19:28-48 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 19. What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell? 
A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and 
so made liable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever. 
Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? 
A. God, having out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 
life, did enter into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and 
to bring them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. 
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Announcements 
 

Ron Straka Memorial Service  - April 3rd at 2 PM at Hope Church. Please join us 
Sunday afternoon to celebrate the life and legacy of our beloved Ron.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as follows: 
First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact John @ 570-
540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in Moscow (contact Doug @ 
570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the church. 
Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of biblical masculinity. 
Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be a breakfast on April 2nd at 9 AM.  

Women’s Ministry –  

The devotional “Abide in Me” started this past week, anyone can still join in on the 
study.  We are working through John 13 -17 and Jesus’ final words to His disciples. We are 
using Scripture, a devotional written by PCA Women’s Ministry leadership and some 
podcasts from Encourage. If you need information on finding the Google Docs document 
that we are using, see Beverly Barnes.  

Sewing Date: Join the women on March 12; April 9th and June 11th at 10:00 AM to make 
dresses, bags, etc. No sewing skills are needed.  

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer Requests”  by 
Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will resume on Saturday, March 19th at 10:00 a.m.  
If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school hour from 
9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse that 
morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All are welcome 
to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
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