
“The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.”  
—Zephaniah 3:15 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

 
     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced 

and indented: 
[Leader] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 [Congregation] And also with you.  
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritual present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Palm Sunday: A Humble king.  Palm Sunday is traditionally a 
celebration of the Kingship of Jesus Christ. The word king brings to our mind all 
kinds of notions, power, authority, dominion, wisdom, and all of these certainly 
describe Christ. But although these are true, they were not evident to the world 
when Jesus came and lived in the world. Because it was not immediately apparent 
that he was a king as we usually might define one, his own people rejected him, 
killing him as an imposter. Which prompts us to ask what kind of king was Jesus? In 
his epistle to the Philippians, Paul gives us a stunning picture of the kind of King 
Jesus is as he exhorts the church that we should imitate him. Turning to 
Philippians 2:5-11, we see that Jesus is a king who empties and humbles himself, 
calling us to do the same within the church.  

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“Jesus Christ reveals the nature of God but also exemplifies the attitudes Paul wants the 
Philippians to adopt. If Christ did not please himself but gave his life for others, his followers 
should not please themselves but should conform to the mind of their Lord. Since he humbled 
himself, how can they be proud? Since he took the form of a slave, how can they seek to dominate 
others? Since he accepted the greatest dishonor—death on a cross—how can they strive after 
honors?” 

—David Garland 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 118:1-2 
[Leader]:  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his 

steadfast love endures forever! Let Israel say, 
[congregation]: “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE #345    GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 131:title–3 (ESV)  
A SONG OF ASCENTS. OF DAVID.  

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up;  
my eyes are not raised too high;  

I do not occupy myself with things  
too great and too marvelous for me.  

But I have calmed and quieted my soul,  
like a weaned child with its mother;  
like a weaned child is my soul within me.  

O Israel, hope in the LORD  
from this time forth and forevermore.  

 
  
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Philippians 2:1–4 (ESV)  

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  
 
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, sin makes us selfish. We look not for ways that 
we can love and serve others but look for ways for others to love 
and serve us. We forget that you oppose the proud but give grace to 
the humble. Teach us to be more like Christ, who humbly gave 
himself up for us all so that he might freely give us all things. Give 
us the mind of Christ, and forgive us for our selfish ambition and 
conceit. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Philippians 2:12–13 (ESV)  

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.  
  
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #235   ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR 

 
…TO HIS GLORY 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 DOXOLOGY #731 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Isaiah 53 (ESV)  
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?  

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,  

and like a root out of dry ground;  
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,  

and no beauty that we should desire him.  
3 He was despised and rejected by men,  

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces  

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he has borne our griefs  
and carried our sorrows;  

yet we esteemed him stricken,  
smitten by God, and afflicted.  

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;  
he was crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  
and with his wounds we are healed.  

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  
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we have turned—every one—to his own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him  

the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
yet he opened not his mouth;  

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
so he opened not his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;  
and as for his generation, who considered  

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgression of my people?  

9 And they made his grave with the wicked  
and with a rich man in his death,  

although he had done no violence,  
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  
he has put him to grief;  

when his soul makes an offering for guilt,  
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;  
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,  

make many to be accounted righteous,  
and he shall bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  

because he poured out his soul to death  
and was numbered with the transgressors;  

yet he bore the sin of many,  
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION                          FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI*

 

 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Series: Holy Week  
Sermon Title: Here Comes the King! 
Scripture: Philippians 2:1–11 (ESV)  
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 
[Leader]: The Word of the Lord! 
 [Congregation]: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

A Humble King.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor 
Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 
What kind of King is Jesus? 
 
Jesus emptied himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus humbled himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because Jesus is a humble king, we must conform to Him by having 
humility in our relations with one another. 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE      NOW UNTO JEHOVAH

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
         
 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1.  When someone says king what first comes to mind? 
2. What does Paul mean when he says have this mind among yourselves?  
3. What does Paul’s appeal to Christ have to do with the problem facing the 

church in Philippi? 
4. What do vv. 6-8 teach us about Jesus? 
5. What kind of King is Jesus? 
6. What is the result of Jesus’ humility (see vv. 9-11)? 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

4/10 [Palm Sunday] Psalms 77  Lamentations 1  John 14 
4/11 Psalms 42  Lamentations 2  John 15 
4/12 Psalms 94  Lamentations 3  John 16 
4/13 Psalms 74  Lamentations 4  John 17 
4/14 [Maundy Thursday]  

Psalms 142 
 Lamentations 5  Luke 22:14-30 

4/15 [Good Friday] Psalms 69  Zechariah 13:7-9  1 Peter 2:11-25 
4/16 Psalms 27  Job 19:21-27a  Romans 6:3-11 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? 
A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith 
in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling. 
Q. 31. What is effectual calling? 
A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our 
sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and 
renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, 
freely offered to us in the gospel. 
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Announcements 
 

Holy Week 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service Thursday, April 14 at 7pm at the 
church 

Good Friday: Tenebrae service Friday, April 15 at 12:30 PM at the church. 

Sunrise Service & Continental Breakfast Sunday, April 17 at 7:30 AM at the 
church 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Corporate prayer – Today After the service. 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on May 7th at 
9 AM.  
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Announcements 
 

Women’s Ministry -  

The Women of Hope will be holding a 1-day retreat on May 14 at Kirby House 
from 9:00 -3:00. We will be focusing on several of the Proverbs. The cost will be 
$26.00 per person and include a continental breakfast and a lunch. Give your 
reservation money to Lois Schwartz by May 1st. We look forward to a wonderful 
day of learning from God’s word vertically and horizontally with each other in 
community. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April 
23rd at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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