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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Out of the Frying Pan and Into the Fire. David, fed up with Saul’s 
pursuit, sought refuge among his enemies the Philistines. But taking matters into his own 
hands provided to be quite disastrous and could have ended very badly but for the 
sovereign mercy of God. In His providence, God delivered David from having to march out 
with the Philistine army against Israel. But just as it seemed he was free from danger, he 
faces another crisis. But as God was absent from David’s thinking in Ch. 29 in our text this 
morning David comes to his senses, repents, and finds strength in God again. The narrator 
is continuing to contrast the behavior of David with Saul by showing them in similar 
situations with wildly different responses. Throughout this text, we see that the right 
response from David is providentially met with divine provision. Since God uses crises to 
teach us to depend on Him, when we face them, we must strengthen ourselves in the 
Lord. 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The world and even thousands of Christians give no praise and thanks to God for millions of 
daily, life-sustaining providences because they do not see the world as the theater of God’s 
wonders. They see it as a vast machine running on mindless natural laws, except where our 
heart’s rebelliousness and self-exaltation find a suitable opportunity to find fault with God and 
justify our blindness to a billion acts of kindness toward his defiant creation.” 

—John Piper, Providence  
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 68:4 
[Leader]:  Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to 

him who rides through the deserts; his name is the 
LORD; exult before him! 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE #105            COME, LET US WORSHIP AND BOW DOWN 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
 
Psalm 111:1–10 (ESV)  
Praise the LORD!  
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,  

in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  
Great are the works of the LORD,  

studied by all who delight in them.  
Full of splendor and majesty is his work,  

and his righteousness endures forever.  
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;  

the LORD is gracious and merciful.  
He provides food for those who fear him;  

he remembers his covenant forever.  
He has shown his people the power of his works,  

in giving them the inheritance of the nations.  
The works of his hands are faithful and just;  

all his precepts are trustworthy;  
they are established forever and ever,  

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  
He sent redemption to his people;  

he has commanded his covenant forever.  
Holy and awesome is his name!  

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  
all those who practice it have a good understanding.  
His praise endures forever!  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
John 15:6 (ESV)  

6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  
  

EXHORTATION  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, we are so prone to wander. Backsliding seems 
so natural as we go our own way; chart our own course. Father 
forgive us for not abiding in Christ, forgive us for taking matters 
into our own hands, for finding solutions to our problems without 
fleeing to Christ. Help us to maintain our faithfulness to you 
through our reliance on your Spirit. Work in us that which is 
pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
John 15:4–5 (ESV)  

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.  
 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                 CHRIST, OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Luke 15:11–24 (ESV)  

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 
divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And 
he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything.  

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to 
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 
servants.” ’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to celebrate.  

 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION                  FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI* 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Out of the Frying Pan into the Fire.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 30:1–31 (ESV)  
1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had 
made a raid against the Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and 
burned it with fire 2 and taken captive the women and all who were in it, both small 
and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their way. 3 And when 
David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives 
and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with 
him raised their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 5 David’s 
two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal of Carmel. 6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning 
him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters. But 
David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.  

7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the 
ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 And David inquired of the LORD, 
“Shall I pursue after this band? Shall I overtake them?” He answered him, “Pursue, for 
you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.” 9 So David set out, and the six 
hundred men who were with him, and they came to the brook Besor, where those 
who were left behind stayed. 10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men. Two 
hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to cross the brook Besor.  

11 They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him to David. And they 
gave him bread and he ate. They gave him water to drink, 12 and they gave him a 
piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. And when he had eaten, his spirit 
revived, for he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and three nights. 13 
And David said to him, “To whom do you belong? And where are you from?” He said, 
“I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite, and my master left me behind 
because I fell sick three days ago. 14 We had made a raid against the Negeb of the 
Cherethites and against that which belongs to Judah and against the Negeb of Caleb, 
and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 And David said to him, “Will you take me down to 
this band?” And he said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or deliver me 
into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this band.”  

16 And when he had taken him down, behold, they were spread abroad over all the 
land, eating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil they had taken 
from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 And David struck them 
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down from twilight until the evening of the next day, and not a man of them escaped, 
except four hundred young men, who mounted camels and fled. 18 David recovered 
all that the Amalekites had taken, and David rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing was 
missing, whether small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything that had been 
taken. David brought back all. 20 David also captured all the flocks and herds, and the 
people drove the livestock before him, and said, “This is David’s spoil.”  

21 Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to 
follow David, and who had been left at the brook Besor. And they went out to meet 
David and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near to the 
people he greeted them. 22 Then all the wicked and worthless fellows among the men 
who had gone with David said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them 
any of the spoil that we have recovered, except that each man may lead away his wife 
and children, and depart.” 23 But David said, “You shall not do so, my brothers, with 
what the LORD has given us. He has preserved us and given into our hand the band 
that came against us. 24 Who would listen to you in this matter? For as his share is 
who goes down into the battle, so shall his share be who stays by the baggage. They 
shall share alike.” 25 And he made it a statute and a rule for Israel from that day 
forward to this day.  

26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent part of the spoil to his friends, the elders of 
Judah, saying, “Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the LORD.” 27 
It was for those in Bethel, in Ramoth of the Negeb, in Jattir, 28 in Aroer, in Siphmoth, 
in Eshtemoa, 29 in Racal, in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, in the cities of the Kenites, 
30 in Hormah, in Bor-ashan, in Athach, 31 in Hebron, for all the places where David 
and his men had roamed.  

 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Out of the Frying Pan into the Fire. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 30 
 
How do you respond to crisis? 
 
Take matters into your own hand or, strengthen yourself in the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

God provides encouragement through the priest.  
 
 
 

Worry about the numbers, or trust the Lord to deliver.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

God provides guidance through a slave.  
 
 
 

Listen to the people or, lead the people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

God provides restoration and blessing. 
 
  

Since God uses crisis to teach us to depend on Him, when we face them, we must 
strengthen ourselves in the Lord.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE #585           TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE   
          

 BENEDICTION 
 
 

Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. What are the three contrasts between David and Saul in this text (c.f. 1 Samuel 
15 &28)? 

2. How is David’s behavior in this text changed?  
3. Why does God use crises and for what purpose? 
4. In what ways does David’s behavior reflect Christ?  

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
4/24 Psalms 34  Isaiah 24  Acts 13:1-12 
4/25 Psalms 35  Isaiah 25-26  Acts 13:13-52 
4/26 Psalms 36  Isaiah 27  Acts 14 
4/27 Psalms 37  Isaiah 28  Acts 15:1-35 
4/28 Psalms 38  Isaiah 29  Acts 15:36-16:15 
4/29 Psalms 39  Isaiah 30  Acts 16:16-40 
4/30 Psalms 40  Isaiah 31-32  Acts 17:1-15 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 35. What is sanctification? 
A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the 
whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto 
sin, and live unto righteousness. 
Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification? 
A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, 
adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, 
joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end. 
 
 

 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on May 7th at 
9 AM.  
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Announcements 
 

 

Women’s Ministry -  

The Women of Hope will be holding a 1-day retreat on May 14 at Kirby House 
from 9:00 -3:00. We will be focusing on several of the Proverbs. The cost will be 
$26.00 per person and include a continental breakfast and a lunch. Give your 
reservation money to Lois Schwartz by May 1st. We look forward to a wonderful 
day of learning from God’s word vertically and horizontally with each other in 
community. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, May 
21st at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com


~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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