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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 

Sermon Theme: Ever-Present Help in Time of Need. We are really good at making a 
mess out of our situations. When we should be going right we go left, when we should be 
sitting still we rush ahead. David had a momentary breach of faith and made the foolish 
decision to seek refuge among the Philistines. But to do so he was forced to conceal his 
real identity, and his true motives from his new benefactor, digging an ever-deeper hole 
and leading to a dilemma in Ch 28:1-2. Today the narrator returns to show us how that 
story resolves; he shows us how David is delivered from his dilemma. What emerges is a 
stunning picture of the providence of God, that despite how bad we make our situations 
God will deliver in surprising ways using surprising means.  Because God is merciful and 
longsuffering to deliver his people, we must trust in His providential care.  
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The world and even thousands of Christians give no praise and thanks to God for millions of 
daily, life-sustaining providences because they do not see the world as the theater of God’s 
wonders. They see it as a vast machine running on mindless natural laws, except where our 
heart’s rebelliousness and self-exaltation find a suitable opportunity to find fault with God and 
justify our blindness to a billion acts of kindness toward his defiant creation.” 

—John Piper, Providence  
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 50:1,5 
[Leader]:  The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the 

earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.“Gather to 
me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice!” 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE #7     COME, CHRISTIANS JOIN TO SING 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
 
Psalm 121:title–8 (ESV)  
A SONG OF ASCENTS.  

I lift up my eyes to the hills.  
From where does my help come?  

My help comes from the LORD,  
who made heaven and earth.  

He will not let your foot be moved;  
he who keeps you will not slumber.  

Behold, he who keeps Israel  
will neither slumber nor sleep.  

The LORD is your keeper;  
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.  

The sun shall not strike you by day,  
nor the moon by night.  

The LORD will keep you from all evil;  
he will keep your life.  

The LORD will keep  
your going out and your coming in  
from this time forth and forevermore.  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Matthew 6:25 (ESV) — 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?...27 And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  

 

EXHORTATION  
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CORPORATE CONFESSION  
[Together]: Father, we live in an anxious age, and we confess that 
at times we are swept up in that anxiety. We doubt the simple truth 
of your word that you are working all things together for our good. 
Help us in times of desperation to trust in you; forgive us we pray, 
for our lack of faith, deal graciously with us, and remember that 
we are dust. Turn our eyes towards Christ, whose all-sufficient 
sacrifice has paid the penalty for our sins. In him, we rest, assured 
that you as our heavenly father will care for our daily needs, even 
in desperate times. Through him, we offer our prayer of confession, 
and for his sake we ask that you hear our prayer. Amen 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Matthew 6:32–33 (ESV) — 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

 
  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #521       MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 

 
…TO HIS GLORY 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON—Luke 23:1–25 (ESV)  

1 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they 
began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and 
forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 
And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You 
have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in 
this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching 
throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”  

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he 
learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 
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had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to 
see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 
And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, 
arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate 
became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity 
with each other.  

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 
and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. 
And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of 
your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, 
nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and release 
him.”  

18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 
Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in 
the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release 
Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to 
them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I 
will therefore punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, demanding with 
loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided 
that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown 
into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus 
over to their will.  
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #260              AMAZING GRACE* 
 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: 1 Samuel: Prophets, Priests, and Kings  
Sermon Title: Too Far Gone.  
Scripture: 1 Samuel 29:1–11 (ESV)  
1 Now the Philistines had gathered all their forces at Aphek. And the Israelites were 
encamped by the spring that is in Jezreel. 2 As the lords of the Philistines were 
passing on by hundreds and by thousands, and David and his men were passing on in 
the rear with Achish, 3 the commanders of the Philistines said, “What are these 
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Hebrews doing here?” And Achish said to the commanders of the Philistines, “Is this 
not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who has been with me now for days and 
years, and since he deserted to me I have found no fault in him to this day.” 4 But the 
commanders of the Philistines were angry with him. And the commanders of the 
Philistines said to him, “Send the man back, that he may return to the place to which 
you have assigned him. He shall not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he 
become an adversary to us. For how could this fellow reconcile himself to his lord? 
Would it not be with the heads of the men here? 5 Is not this David, of whom they sing 
to one another in dances,  

‘Saul has struck down his thousands,  
and David his ten thousands’?”  

6 Then Achish called David and said to him, “As the LORD lives, you have been 
honest, and to me it seems right that you should march out and in with me in the 
campaign. For I have found nothing wrong in you from the day of your coming to me 
to this day. Nevertheless, the lords do not approve of you. 7 So go back now; and go 
peaceably, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines.” 8 And David said to 
Achish, “But what have I done? What have you found in your servant from the day I 
entered your service until now, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my 
lord the king?” 9 And Achish answered David and said, “I know that you are as 
blameless in my sight as an angel of God. Nevertheless, the commanders of the 
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with us to the battle.’ 10 Now then rise early 
in the morning with the servants of your lord who came with you, and start early in 
the morning, and depart as soon as you have light.” 11 So David set out with his men 
early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines. But the Philistines went 
up to Jezreel.  
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Sermon Notes:  

Ever Present Help in Time of Need 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: 1 Samuel 29 
 
How will God deliver His people from their foolish choices? 
 
God will deliver despite how bad we make the situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God will deliver in surprising ways using surprising means.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because God is merciful and longsuffering to deliver his people, we must trust in 
His providential care.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

COMMUNION HYMN      JESUS STRONG AND KIND
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE              FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 

 
1. How does David make his situation worse by trying to fix it himself? 
2. What does it say about the character of God and the nature of the gospel when 

God delivers David despite him making the situation worse through his efforts 
at self-salvation? 

3. What surprising way and means does God use to deliver David?  
4. What other stories can you recall from Israel’s history where God delivered 

them in Surprising ways?   
5. How does this story parallel the story of the Gospel?  

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

4/3 Psalms 27  Isaiah 14  Acts 8:1-25 
4/4 Psalms 28  Isaiah 15-16  Acts 8:26-40 
4/5 Psalms 29  Isaiah 17-18  Acts 9:1-22 
4/6 Psalms 30  Isaiah 19  Acts 9:23-43 
4/7 Psalms 31  Isaiah 20-21  Acts 10 
4/8 Psalms 32  Isaiah 22  Acts 11 
4/9 Psalms 33  Isaiah 23  Acts 12 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation? 
A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third day, in 
ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to 
judge the world at the last day. 
Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ? 
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual 
application of it to us by his Holy Spirit. 
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Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Ron Straka Memorial Service  - Today at 2 PM at Hope Church. Please join us This 
Sunday afternoon to celebrate the life and legacy of our beloved Ron.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. Next meeting will be on May 7th at 
9 AM.  
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Announcements 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry -  

The Women of Hope will be holding a 1-day retreat on May 14 at Kirby House 
from 9:00 -3:00. We will be focusing on several of the Proverbs. The cost will be 
$26.00 per person and include a continental breakfast and a lunch. Give your 
reservation money to Lois Schwartz by May 1st. We look forward to a wonderful 
day of learning from God’s word vertically and horizontally with each other in 
community. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April 
23rd at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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