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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: What is a Sacrament? Throughout the month of May we will be 
considering through a short sermon series the sacraments of the Church. To begin 
this morning we will be looking at the larger catechism questions # 161-164 by 
asking what is a sacrament. As Catechism answers this question we find that a 
sacrament is a sign and seal of Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, and by 
faith through the Word and Spirit is made an effectual means of salvation.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“We have already seen that Jesus Christ is the only food by which our souls are nourished; but as it 
is, distributed to us by the word of the Lord, which he has appointed an instrument for that 
pupose, that word is also called bread and water... For seeing we are so weak that we cannot 
receive him with true heartfelt trust, when he is presented to us by simple doctrine and preaching, 
the Father of mercy, disdaining not to condescend in this matter to our infirmity, has been 
pleased to add to his word a visible sign, by which he might represent the substance of his 
promises, to confirm and fortify us by delivering us from all doubt and uncertainty.” 

—John Calvin, Tracts Relating to the Reformation, Vol 2. 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Hebrews 13:15 
[Leader]:  Come, let us through him continually offer up a sacrifice 

of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. 

 
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 

 HYMN OF PRAISE                A CHRISTIAN’S DAILY PRAYER 



MAY 8, 2022 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 

 
Psalm 32:1–11 (ESV)  
A MASKIL OF DAVID.  

Blessed is the one whose transgression 
is forgiven,  

whose sin is covered.  
Blessed is the man against whom the 

LORD counts no iniquity,  
and in whose spirit there is no 

deceit.  

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted 
away  

through my groaning all day 
long.  

For day and night your hand was heavy 
upon me;  

my strength was dried up as by 
the heat of summer.   

I acknowledged my sin to you,  
and I did not cover my iniquity;  

I said, “I will confess my transgressions 
to the LORD,”  

and you forgave the iniquity of 
my sin.  

Therefore let everyone who is godly  
offer prayer to you at a time when 

you may be found;  
surely in the rush of great waters,  

they shall not reach him.  
You are a hiding place for me;  

you preserve me from trouble;  
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you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance.  

I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way you should go;  

I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you.  

Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
understanding,  

which must be curbed with bit 
and bridle,  

or it will not stay near you.  

Many are the sorrows of the wicked,  
but steadfast love surrounds 

the one who trusts in the 
LORD.  

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O 
righteous,  

and shout for joy, all you 
upright in heart!  

 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
[Leader]:   Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
SILENT CONFESSION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
[Leader]:  Let us confess together saying,  
[Together]:  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 

from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought 
to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not 
to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their 
faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your 
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
[Leader]: If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished work of 
Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you are cleansed from all 
unrighteousness. Amen! 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #465         MARVELOUS GRACE OF OUR LOVING LORD  
                      



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 

 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Romans 4:1–12 (ESV)  
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not 
counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in 
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also 
speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,  
and whose sins are covered;  

8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For 
we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it 
counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but 
before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was 
to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that 
righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the 
circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the 
faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.  
 

 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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 HYMN OF PREPARATION # 94          HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION* 

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
Sermon Series: What are the Sacraments. 
Sermon Title: What is a Sacrament? 
Westminster Larger Catechism #161-164 
 
Question 161 
How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation? 
The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not by any power in themselves, 
or any virtue derived from the piety or intention of him by whom they are 
administered, but only by the working of the Holy Ghost, and the blessing of Christ, by 
whom they are instituted. (1 Pet. 3:21, Acts 8:13,23, 1 Cor. 3:6–7, 1 Cor. 12:13) 
 
Question 162 
What is a sacrament? 
A sacrament is an holy ordinance instituted by Christ in his church, (Gen. 17:7,10, 
Exod. 12 (containing the institution of the passover), Matt. 28:19, Matt. 26:26–28) to 
signify, seal, and exhibit (Rom. 4:11, 1 Cor. 11:24–25) unto those that are within the 
covenant of grace, (Rom. 15:8, Exod. 12:48) the benefits of his mediation; (Acts 2:38, 
1 Cor. 10:16) to strengthen and increase their faith, and all other graces; (Rom. 4:11, 
Gal. 3:27) to oblige them to obedience; (Rom. 6:3–4, 1 Cor. 10:21) to testify and 
cherish their love and communion one with another; (Eph. 4:2–5, 1 Cor. 12:13) and to 
distinguish them from those that are without. (Eph. 2:11–12, Gen. 34:14) 
 
Question 163 
What are the parts of the sacrament? 
The parts of the sacrament are two; the one an outward and sensible sign, used 
according to Christ’ s own appointment; the other an inward and spiritual grace 
thereby signified. (Matt. 3:11, 1 Pet. 3:21, Rom. 2:28–29) 
 
Question 164 
How many sacraments hath Christ instituted in his church under the New Testament? 
Under the New Testament Christ hath instituted in his church only two sacraments, 
baptism and the Lord’ s supper. (Matt. 28:19, 1 Cor. 11:20,23, Matt. 26:26,27,28) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
Sermon Notes:  

What is a Sacrament? 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Larger Catechism #161-164 
 
What is a Sacrament? 
 
 
A sign and seal of Christ, and the benefits of the New Covenant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do they become effectual means of Salvation?  
 
 
 
By Faith through the Word and Spirit.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE                  I WILL CALL UPON THE LORD  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
DIACONAL OFFERING         

 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. What is a sign and seal (read Romans 4:1-13 and discuss)? 
2. How is the word and Spirit necessary for the effectual use of the Sacraments? 
3. What is our response to the sacraments that makes them effectual by the 

word and Spirit?  
4. What benefits do we receive in the sacraments generally speaking? 

 
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 
5/8 Psalms 48  Isaiah 42  Acts 21:17-36 
5/9 Psalms 49  Isaiah 43  Acts 21:37-22:29 
5/10 Psalms 50  Isaiah 44  Acts 22:30-23:11 
5/11 Psalms 51  Isaiah 45  Acts 23:12-35 
5/12 Psalms 52  Isaiah 46  Acts 24 
5/13 Psalms 53-54  Isaiah 47  Acts 25 
5/14 [Ascension] Psalms 24  2 Kings 2:1-15  Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requireth of man? 
A. The duty which God requireth of man, is obedience to his revealed will. 
Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience? 
A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law. 
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Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Today: Diaconal Offering.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. The next meeting will be a 
Breakfast on June 4th at 9 AM.  
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Announcements 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry -  

Women of Hope will be participating in the 6-week PCA Summer Study entitled 
Breathe, The Life-Giving Oxygen of the Lord’s Prayer.  The study will start the week 
of June 6. The book will cost around $14.00-$15.00 depending on how many books 
are ordered. If you are interested in joining this study and want to get a book. let 
Beverly Barnes know by Sunday, May 15 at the latest. You do not need to pay her 
until the books come in. There will be two groups that will meet once a week to 
study, pray, and live out the Lord’s Prayer together, one in-person group during 
the daytime and a virtual group in the evening. More details closer to the date. 

Sewing date on Saturday, June 11 at 10:00 at the church. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, May 
21st at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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