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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: What is Baptism? Throughout the month of May, we will be 
considering through a short sermon series the sacraments of the Church. This 
morning we will be looking at the larger catechism question #165-166 by asking 
what is baptism. The sermon will culminate in the baptism of Josiah Zion Menchi, 
our newest covenant member.   



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“Baptism is the sign of the initiation by which we are received into the society of the church, in 
order that, engrafted in Christ, we may be reckoned among God’s children… Therefore, there is no 
doubt that all pious folk throughout life, whenever they are troubled by a consciousness of their 
faults, may venture to remind themselves of their baptism, that from it they may be confirmed in 
assurance of that sole and perpetual cleansing which we have in Christ’s blood.” 

—John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion 
 

 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From 1 Psalm 46:1,4-5, 7 
[Leader]:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble. There is a river whose streams make glad the 
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is 
in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help 
her when morning dawns. The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

 
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE #110          HALLELUJAH, PRAISE JEHOVAH
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
 
Psalm 1:1–6 (ESV)  
Blessed is the man  

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  
nor stands in the way of sinners,  

nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and on his law he meditates day and night.  

He is like a tree  
planted by streams of water  

that yields its fruit in its season,  
and its leaf does not wither.  

In all that he does, he prospers.  
The wicked are not so,  

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish.  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
1 Corinthians 10:1–12 (ESV)  

1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was 
Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness.  

6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 
they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now 
these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our 
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who 
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  
  
EXHORTATION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  

[Together]: Father, you have given us the sacraments as signs and 
seals of our ingrafting into Christ, but instead of improving them, 
we have taken them for granted. For our faith is not in sacraments, 
but in Christ alone. Forgive us for being superstitious; forgive us 
also for not remembering that these sensible signs point to a 
deeper reality. Remembering our baptism should provoke us to live 
more and more unto Christ. But instead, we have not heeded the 
examples written for us in scripture and have followed Israel in 
idolatry, sexual immorality, grumbling, and complaining against 
you. Cleanse us from sin, and work in us that which is pleasing in 
your sight. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV)  

13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.  
 

  HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #184                  THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS  
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Genesis 17:1–14 (ESV)  
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my 
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on 
his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall 
come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your 
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”  

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you 
shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you 
shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old 
among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether 
born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your 
offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your 
money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”  
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 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON— Colossians 2:6–15 (ESV)  
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and 

built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.  

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according 
to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been 
filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were 
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in 
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.  
 

 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #682        IN THEE, OH LORD, I PUT MY TRUST* 

 
…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Sermon Series: What are the Sacraments. 
Sermon Title: What is baptism? 
Sermon Scripture: Acts 2:37–41 (ESV)  

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who 
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received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.  
 

Question 165 
What is Baptism? 
Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, wherein Christ hath ordained 
the washing with water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, (Matt. 28:19) to be a sign and seal of ingrafting into himself, (Gal. 
3:27) of remission of sins by his blood, (Mark 1:4, Rev. 1:5) and regeneration 
by his Spirit; (Tit. 3:5, Eph. 5:26) of adoption, (Gal. 3:26–27) and resurrection 
unto everlasting life; (1 Cor. 15:29, Rom. 6:5) and whereby the parties 
baptized are solemnly admitted into the visible church, (1 Cor. 12:13) and 
enter into an open and professed engagement to be wholly and only the Lord’ 
s. (Rom. 6:4) 

Question 166 
Unto whom is baptism to be administered? 
Baptism is not to be administered to any that are out of the visible church, and 
so strangers from the covenant of promise, till they profess their faith in 
Christ, and obedience to him, (Acts 8:36–37, Acts 2:38) but infants descending 
from parents, either both, or but one of them, professing faith in Christ, and 
obedience to him, are in that respect within the covenant, and to be baptized. 
(Gen. 17:7,9, Gal. 3:9, Col. 2:11–12, Acts 2:38–39, Rom. 4:11–12, 1 Cor. 7:14, 
Matt. 28:19, Luke 18:15–16, Rom. 11:16) 
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Sermon Notes:  

What is Baptism? 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: Acts 2:37-41 
 
What is baptism? 
 
The nature baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who is baptism for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptism is a sign and seal of our ingrafting in Christ? 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM          JOSIAH ZION MENCHI 
The Covenant Promise. 
[Leader]:  For to you is the promise, and to your children, and to all 

that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call 
unto him. And I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee throughout their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed 
after thee. Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, 
thou and thy house. (Acts 2:39; Gen. 17:7; Acts 16:31) 

Questions for the parents. 
 

[Leader]: Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

[Father]: We do.  
[Leader]: Do you claim God’s covenant promises in (his) behalf, and do you 

look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for (his) salvation, as you do 
for your own? 

[Father]: We do. 
[Leader]: Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 

promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before (him) a godly example, that you will pray 
with and for (him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of our 
holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s 
appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord? 

[Father]: We do. 
 
 Questions for the congregation* 
[Leader]: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 

assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child? 
[congregation]: We do. 
PRAYER AND BAPTISM 
 
 
*If you are a member of Hope Church, please think carefully about taking this vow, which is a solemn promise that you will come 
alongside this family and assist them in the covenant nurture of their child.  
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COMMUNION HYMN #205            BREAD OF THE WORLD IN MERCY BROKEN 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE               A CHRISTIAN’S DAILY PRAYER*
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 BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

5/29 Psalms 70  Isaiah 63:15-64:12  1 Peter 5 
5/30 Psalms 71  Isaiah 65:1-16  2 Peter 1 
5/31 Psalms 72  Isaiah 65:17-66:6  2 Peter 2 
6/1 Psalms 73  Isaiah 66:7-24  2 Peter 3 
6/2 Psalms 74  Nahum 1  Jude 1 
6/3 Psalms 75  Nahum 2-3  John 1:1-28 
6/4 Psalms 33  Ezekiel 36:22-28  1 John 1 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment? 
A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
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Announcements 
 

Summer Picnics 
The first all-church family picnic of the summer will be hosted at the home of Mike 
and Sue Vinskofski on Sunday, June 12, at 1:30 pm.  Bring your own meat to grill or 
sandwiches for your family--along with a side dish or a dessert to share.  Also, please 
bring your lawn chairs.  Paper products and beverages will be provided.  Directions to 
the Vinskofski home will be available the day of picnic. Join us for an afternoon of 
fellowship! 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Corporate Prayer: Second Sunday of every month. Please join us after the 
service for a time of prayer.  
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Ministry 

Men’s Forum/Breakfast meets the first Saturday of each month at 9 am at the 
church. Each quarter it will also be a breakfast. We are looking at the traits of 
biblical masculinity. Come, and bring your sons. The next meeting will be a 
Breakfast on June 4th at 9 AM.  
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Announcements 
 

Women’s Ministry -  

Sewing date on Saturday, June 11 at 10:00 at the church. 

The “Growing Together, Taking Mentoring Beyond Small Talk and Prayer 
Requests”  by Melissa Kruger Saturday Bible Study will meet on Saturday, June 
18th at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to be a part of this group, please see Cheryl 
Straka. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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