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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
 
 

Sermon Theme: The Word Part 4: Mixed Reception. Over the next five weeks, 
we are going deep dive into the prologue to John’s Gospel in Chapter 1:1-18. It is 
clearly meant to be read as one unit, but there is too much depth there for us to 
handle it in one sermon. So, for the next five weeks, we are asking the question 
Who is the Jesus of John’s Gospel? The answer we find succinctly articulated for 
us in the Nicene Creed. Since Christ is the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made, we must believe in Him. 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

The concluding statement in vs. 13 traces the entire gift of being a child of God, including the 
manner in which it is effected, to its deepest ground: “procreation” by God. The idea that faith as a 
human choice should precede that birth and therefore that in some sense a person should have 
this rebirth of God at his or her disposal not only seems absurd but is also at variance with 
statements like this in 1 Jn. 5:1: “Everyone who believes … is born of God.” By saying this one does 
not in any way detract from the call and invitation to believe so emphatically issued in John’s 
Gospel, a call addressed to all without distinction (just as in 5:8 the lame man is asked to “rise”). 
The two-sidedness in the redemptive order consisting of God’s gift and human responsibility, the 
secret of which the Fourth Gospel does not unravel, will force itself on our attention again and 
again in the Gospel. 

—Herman Ridderbos 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 117 
[Leader]:  Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For 

great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness 
of the LORD endures forever.  

[Congregation]: Praise the LORD! 
 

…IN HIS PRESENCE 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE     WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 

 
Psalm 19:title–14 (ESV)  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID.  

The heavens declare the glory of God,  
and the sky above proclaims 

his handiwork.  
Day to day pours out speech,  

and night to night reveals 
knowledge.  

There is no speech, nor are there words,  
whose voice is not heard.  

Their voice goes out through all the 
earth,  

and their words to the end of 
the world.  

In them he has set a tent for the sun,  
which comes out like a bridegroom 

leaving his chamber,  
and, like a strong man, runs its 

course with joy.  
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  

and its circuit to the end of them,  
and there is nothing hidden 

from its heat.  

The law of the LORD is perfect,  
reviving the soul;  

the testimony of the LORD is sure,  
making wise the simple;  

the precepts of the LORD are right,  
rejoicing the heart;  

the commandment of the LORD is pure,  

enlightening the eyes;  
the fear of the LORD is clean,  

enduring forever;  
the rules of the LORD are true,  

and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold,  

even much fine gold;  
sweeter also than honey  

and drippings of the 
honeycomb.  

Moreover, by them is your servant 
warned;  

in keeping them there is great 
reward.  

Who can discern his errors?  
Declare me innocent from 

hidden faults.  
Keep back your servant also from 

presumptuous sins;  
let them not have dominion 

over me!  
Then I shall be blameless,  

and innocent of great 
transgression.  

Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart  

be acceptable in your sight,  
O LORD, my rock and my 

redeemer.  
 
 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
Romans 3:9–10 (ESV)  

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written:  

“None is righteous, no, not one;  

EXHORTATION 
 
SILENT CONFESSION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 
[Together]:  Father, there is no one righteous in your sight. We may look 

down on the world for rejecting Jesus, yet we have our own 
“spiritual” ways of rejecting Him too. Forgive us for secret sins, 
for the idols of our hearts. Forgive us for radically remaking 
Jesus and His teaching to suit our own ideas of Christianity. Oh 
Father, if you should mark iniquity who could stand. But we 
know with you there is forgiveness to be found, for you do not 
deal with us according to what we deserve but according to your 
steadfast love. Grant Father, that we may receive Jesus believing 
in His name, as the fruit of the New Birth by your Spirit. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and 
you are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #645   JESUS, THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE 
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 CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He 
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
…TO HIS GLORY 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
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 DOXOLOGY #731 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Jeremiah 7:1–28 (ESV)  
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s 
house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all you men 
of Judah who enter these gates to worship the LORD. 3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 
4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of 
the LORD, the temple of the LORD.’  

5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one 
with another, 6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or 
shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own 
harm, 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your 
fathers forever.  

8 “Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, 
commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that 
you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is 
called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these 
abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of 
robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 12 Go now to 
my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at first, and see what I did 
to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 13 And now, because you have done all 
these things, declares the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently you did not 
listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, 14 therefore I will do to the house 
that is called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you 
and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast 
out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim.  

16 “As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them, and 
do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you. 17 Do you not see what they are 
doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather 
wood, the fathers kindle fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

queen of heaven. And they pour out drink offerings to other gods, to provoke me to 
anger. 19 Is it I whom they provoke? declares the LORD. Is it not themselves, to their 
own shame? 20 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, my anger and my wrath 
will be poured out on this place, upon man and beast, upon the trees of the field and 
the fruit of the ground; it will burn and not be quenched.”  

21 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your 
sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. 23 But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your 
God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it 
may be well with you.’ 24 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in 
their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and 
not forward. 25 From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this 
day, I have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 26 
Yet they did not listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did 
worse than their fathers.  

27 “So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. You 
shall call to them, but they will not answer you. 28 And you shall say to them, ‘This is 
the nation that did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, and did not accept 
discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips.  
 
 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION          WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
 
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John 
Sermon Title: The Word Part 4: Mixed Reception.   
Scripture: John 1:1–18 (ESV)  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light.  

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.  

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

The Word Part 4: Mixed Reception. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: John 1:19-13 
 
 
 
Jesus rejected (v. 10-11). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus accepted (v. 12-13). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since Jesus is the light that gives light to everyone, we must believe in His name.  
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COMMUNION HYMN         FRANKLIN AGNUS DEI
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cu p, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE #648            MY JESUS I LOVE THEE 
                      
 BENEDICTION 
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

7/24 Psalms 122-123  Jeremiah 8:18-9:26  Mark 8:11-9:1 
7/25 Psalms 124-125  Jeremiah 10  Mark 9:2-29 
7/26 Psalms 126-127  Jeremiah 11  Mark 9:30-50 
7/27 Psalms 128-129  Jeremiah 12  Mark 10:1-31 
7/28 Psalms 130-131  Jeremiah 13  Mark 10:32-52 
7/29 Psalms 132  Jeremiah 14  Mark 11:1-26 
7/30 Psalms 133-134  Jeremiah 15  Mark 11:27-12:17 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 
Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth commandment? 
A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the omission, or careless performance, of the 
duties required, and the profaning the day by idleness, or doing that which is in itself 
sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly employments 
or recreations. 
Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment? 
A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are, God’s allowing us six days of 
the week for our own employments, his challenging a special propriety in the seventh, 
his own example, and his blessing the sabbath day. 
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Announcements 
 

Vacation Bible School will be on August 15th - 19th from 5:45 PM to 8:15 PM. 
There will be a complementary simple supper at 5:15 PM. The VBS theme is the 
Sanctity Of Life. We need all the help we can get. See Hilary to volunteer. 
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: Second Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service 
for a time of prayer. Next month it will be the third Sunday, August 21st, due to 
summer picnic schedule. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Women’s Ministry 
Hope Women's Retreat will be September 23-25 at Kirby House. The cost this year will be 
$135. Our speaker will be Jenny Fitch, with her husband has served for the past 10 years 
with DiscipleMakers on Berks County colleges. A nonrefundable registration fee of $25 is 
due Today. The balance will be due the beginning of September. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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