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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: The Testimony of John the Baptist. As the Apostle John continues to 
give us the testimony of John the Baptist, he lays out the evidence he presented calling 
on us to believe. Two truths emerge from his witness that the rest of the gospel will 
unfold. The first involves Jesus fitting perfectly the mold laid down for Him 
throughout redemptive history through types and shadows of a sacrificial lamb. But 
this lamb of God was much more than a mere man he was God in the flesh—specifically 
he was the Son of God. At the very beginning of His ministry, before he has begun to 
demonstrate that He is the lamb and Son of God, John bears witness that Jesus is the 
one who perfectly embodies these two necessary roles as the long-awaited Christ. 
Situated as we are some two thousand years since John the Baptist’s testimony, the 
truth of what he proclaimed about Jesus is true, providing not only proof for faith, but 
an encouragement to it.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“But he calls him the “Lamb of God.” … Even if the other lambs sacrificed by the ancestors or 
priests were types, they were not consecrated and anointed by God to be victims, nor were they 
specially given to us to be sacrifices for sin. Finally, they did not experience or appease the wrath 
of God; and they were not able to take away sin and death. Therefore, they were lambs [not of God 
but] of those performing sacrifices, that is to say, they were chosen by them to function as a type 
or image that others might be warned; but God was not appeased by this sacrifice. The Messiah 
alone is the Lamb of God, that is, the one appointed by the indescribable wisdom of God to be 
made a sacrificial victim, and for this purpose he was consecrated, anointed, sent and given to us. 
And for this purpose he experiences the wrath of God, and he alone is the one who reconciles and 
obtains the destruction of sin and death, restoring righteousness and eternal life to us.” 

— Caspar Cruciger 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Hosea 6:3 
[Leader]:  Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going 

out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the 
showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”.  

   
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE              A CHRISTIAN’S DAILY PRAYER 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
 

Psalm 118:1–29 (ESV)  
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

for his steadfast love endures 
forever!  

Let Israel say,  
“His steadfast love endures 

forever.”  
Let the house of Aaron say,  

“His steadfast love endures 
forever.”  

Let those who fear the LORD say,  
“His steadfast love endures 

forever.”  

Out of my distress I called on the LORD;  
the LORD answered me and set 

me free.  
The LORD is on my side; I will not fear.  

What can man do to me?  
The LORD is on my side as my helper;  

I shall look in triumph on those 
who hate me.  

It is better to take refuge in the LORD  
than to trust in man.  

It is better to take refuge in the LORD  
than to trust in princes.  

All nations surrounded me;  
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!  
They surrounded me, surrounded me on 

every side;  
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!  

They surrounded me like bees;  
they went out like a fire among 

thorns;  
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!  
I was pushed hard, so that I was falling,  

but the LORD helped me.  

The LORD is my strength and my song;  
he has become my salvation.  

Glad songs of salvation  
are in the tents of the righteous:  

“The right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly,  

the right hand of the LORD exalts,  
the right hand of the LORD does 

valiantly!”  

I shall not die, but I shall live,  
and recount the deeds of the 

LORD.  
The LORD has disciplined me severely,  

but he has not given me over to 
death.  

Open to me the gates of righteousness,  
that I may enter through them  
and give thanks to the LORD.  

This is the gate of the LORD;  
the righteous shall enter through 

it.  
I thank you that you have answered me  

and have become my salvation.  
The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone.  
This is the LORD’s doing;  
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it is marvelous in our eyes.  
This is the day that the LORD has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Save us, we pray, O LORD!  
O LORD, we pray, give us success!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
LORD!  

We bless you from the house of 
the LORD.  

The LORD is God,  

and he has made his light to 
shine upon us.  

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,  
up to the horns of the altar!  

You are my God, and I will give thanks to 
you;  

you are my God; I will extol you.  
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

for his steadfast love endures 
forever!  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Isaiah 1:11 (ESV)  
11 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?  

says the LORD;  
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams  

and the fat of well-fed beasts;  
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,  

or of lambs, or of goats.  
 
EXHORTATION 
SILENT CONFESSION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
[Together]:  Father, too often we miss that the purpose of your ordinary 

means of grace is meant to lead us to Christ. We confess that our 
flesh wants to ‘do’ things so we can have something to boast 
about; so we turn our bible reading and prayer into works done 
to earn your favor. These things are good, and we ought to do 
them, but for the right reasons. Please forgive us for seeing duty 
and missing Christ. Work in us that which is pleasing your sight, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and 
you are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #171                  FAIREST LORD JESUS
      
 CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made.Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the 
third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 
Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the 
quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 
 DOXOLOGY #731 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON—
Isaiah 53 (ESV)  
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?  

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,  

and like a root out of dry ground;  
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,  

and no beauty that we should desire him.  
3 He was despised and rejected by men,  

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces  

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he has borne our griefs  
and carried our sorrows;  

yet we esteemed him stricken,  
smitten by God, and afflicted.  

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;  
he was crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  
and with his wounds we are healed.  

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  
we have turned—every one—to his own way;  

and the LORD has laid on him  
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the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
yet he opened not his mouth;  

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
so he opened not his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;  
and as for his generation, who considered  

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgression of my people?  

9 And they made his grave with the wicked  
and with a rich man in his death,  

although he had done no violence,  
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  
he has put him to grief;  

when his soul makes an offering for guilt,  
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;  
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,  

make many to be accounted righteous,  
and he shall bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  

because he poured out his soul to death  
and was numbered with the transgressors;  

yet he bore the sin of many,  
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

 
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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* Children ages 4 – 12 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION    LORD JESUS THINK ON ME 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
 
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John 
Sermon Title: The Testimony of John the Baptist.  
Scripture: John 1:29–34 (ESV)  

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 
this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God.”  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Notes:  

The Testimony of John the Baptist. 
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: John 1:29-34 
 

What is the testimony of John the Baptist concerning Jesus? 

He is the Lamb of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

He is the Son of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the testimony of John concerning Jesus was true, we must believe in 
Him. 
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COMMUNION HYMN #263                   LIFT HIGH THE CROSS
                  
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV) 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                  IN CHRIST ALONE
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 BENEDICTION 
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Sermon Discussion Question 
 

1. What is an Old Testament type? Which Old testament types prepares us to 
understand Jesus as the Lamb of God? 

2. What is the significance of the Holy Spirit resting on Jesus? 
3. Why was it necessary that the Lamb be more than a mere man?  
4. How is the truth of John the Baptists testimony proved in the rest of scripture?  

 
 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

8/14 Psalms 149-150  Jeremiah 32  2 Corinthians 9 
8/15 Psalms 1-2  Jeremiah 33  2 Corinthians 10 
8/16 Psalms 3-4  Jeremiah 34  2 Corinthians 11 
8/17 Psalms 5  Jeremiah 35  2 Corinthians 12 
8/18 Psalms 6  Jeremiah 36  2 Corinthians 13 
8/19 Psalms 7  Jeremiah 37  Romans 1 
8/20 Psalms 8  Jeremiah 38  Romans 2 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment? 
A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is, a promise of long life and 
prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their own good) to all such as 
keep this commandment. 
Q. 67. Which is the sixth commandment? 
A. The sixth commandment is, Thou shalt not kill. 
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Announcements 
 

Summer Picnic: Our August all-church family picnic will be hosted by David and 
Claudia Sharp at the Kirby House grounds in Mountain Top today after the service.  
Bring your own meat to grill or sandwiches for your family--along with a side dish or 
a dessert to share.  Also, please bring your lawn chairs and towels if you plan to use 
the pool.  Paper products and beverages will be provided.  Directions to Kirby House 
will be available the day of picnic. Please join us!   

Vacation Bible School will be on August 15th - 19th from 5:45 PM to 8:15 PM. 
There will be a complementary simple supper at 5:15 PM. The VBS theme is the 
Sanctity Of Life. We need all the help we can get. See Hilary to volunteer. 

Highway Clean up: Please plan to come and help clean up our section of the on-ramp 
to 81N. We will meet at the church at 10 AM on September 17th.   

Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October 
22nd, 2022 at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be 
provided by the church.  
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Announcements 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: Second Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service 
for a time of prayer. Next month it will be the third Sunday, August 21st, due to 
summer picnic schedule. 

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Women’s Ministry 
Hope Women’s Retreat will be September 23-25 at Kirby House. The cost this year will be 
$135. There is a $25 non-refundable registration fee due upon your signing up. The 
remainder $110 will be due on September 11. The money or check can be given to Lois 
Schwartz. Our speaker will be Jenny Fitch, who has served with her husband with 
DiscipleMakers in the Berks County colleges. She will be leading us in study through 
several of the Psalms.. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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